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CHAFIER XXVI. 



The evening appointed for Mrs. Pal- 
coner^s ball at length arrived; and all 
the neighboring gentry assembled at Fal- 
eoner-Conrt. They were received by 
Mrs. Falconer in a splendid salon^ new 
fornished for this occasion^ which dis- 
played^ in it*s decorations, the ntrnpst 
perfection of modem taste and magni- 
ficence*—— 

Mrs. Falconer was fitted, both by art 
and nature, to adorn a ball^om, and 
oondoct a. ball. With that ease of man- 
ner, which a perfect knowledge of the 
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world and long practice alone can give ; 
she floated round the circle^ consciotis 
tbat she was in her element. Hereye^ 
with one glance, seemed to pervade the 
whole as8f mkl|; ; hp^r ^ar divided itself 
amongst a multitude cf voices ; and her 
attention diffused itself over all with 
equal grace. Yet tiiat attention, uni- 
versal as it seemed, was nicely discrimi^ 
native. Mistress of the art of pleasing, 
and perfeotly^ a«quuiiited with all the 
shades of politeness, she knew how to 
^poM lliemisc^raft to eoncMl ^bmr h#iia* 
^Kri^^ an4 «^#fh Xhm giwl4tifftii fmam 

sjl bi|t io^ mn^ ^Wd olmfif^fi^ Th07 

9»ght> iQ4^4 hi^ve f^iimed/ ftpm.Mm 
l^olpofli^s t^^f^f^Aw o£ Mdii of \m 
g9i§sta> m ejs»0t Q8timiit«i of :^ tlitir! fmli^ 
fil@lii99> ^nd oMflei^miice in; the w^rU} 
fl>r by tiie$e stendaeds sha ragulate4 
her opinion5 and measured her- rtgardi 
£yery one present hfiew tins to Jam her 
theory, and diserved it tm b^ her piac^ 
lice towards* fAhtm ; but eash^ flatteimi 
tlii^selvi^ by turns, tfaatr tlieyi dMo ver^ 
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ed in her mjiuner a personal exception 
ki^'tlieir own fiivor. in die tarn of W 
coantsnance^ the tone of h^r voiee^ her 
sniilev or her asxiety, in her distant re- 
spect, or btr afieovionaite familiarity^ 
some di^nctioB was discerned pecvdiar ta 
eadi indiridnal. 

The Miss Fldeoners^ statiooary at one 
emi'of Am roeoi^ seemed to have adopted 
ne^Mtrs^ dlaasc^ically opposite t^^ th<we 
.ef Itieir mos h c r: attraction being the 
prineipWof tire mother; rspnkion of this 
ilao^teriw Eaoircled anson^t a pMty 
of young female friends, Miss Falconers^ 
^skh high-bred aire, eenfined^ «i their 
0mnc^ite9de their eKclufke attention; 

They left to their moAixfv the respen^ 
and all the labor of (bing the /to- 



nors oi her iMrn hoase, whflst they en- 
joyed' the glory, of beipg remwked and 
wond&redimt by half the company ; a eir- 
curastanoe v^icfa, far from embwrassing, 
eeemedobvioosly'to increase their gayety. 
The ball ooakt not: begin till the band of 
a vgiment, ^pssitensd in ti|e neighbor* 

B2 
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l^ood^ anived. Whilst they were wait- 
ipg for the music^ the Miss. Falconers 
wd their party stationed .themselves 
directly oppQsite to . the entrance of the 
salon, so as to have a full. view of the 
aotichamber, through which the com* 
pany were to pass — No .one passed nn- 
censured by this confederacy* , The first 
Coup d'oeil decided the fate of all who 
appeared, and each of the fair jadgges 
vied with the others in the severity of 
the sentence pronounced on the unfor- 
tunate persons, who thus came hefore 
their merciless tribunal. 
^ ^^ 3nt I am astonished the Percys do 
not make their appearance/' cried Miss 
Georgiana Falcmier. 

. " Has Sir Robert Percy any one with 
him?"' asked one of the young Iadies« 
, ^^ I am not speaking of Sir Robert 
Percy/* replied Miss Georgiana, ^f but 
pf the other branch, the fallen branch 
of the Percys — Our relations too — but 
we know nothing of them — Only Mamr 
ma was obliged to ask them for to night 
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And, Bell, only^ conceive howhor^ 

ridly provoking, becanse they come we 
shan't have Sir Robert Percy :-^ Just 
sent to excuse himself.*' 

** Abominable ! Now, really ! — And 
for people quite out of the world, that 
nobody ever heard of, excq>t Lord Old^ 
borough, who, ages ago, had some po- 
litical connexion, I think they say, x^ith 
the father" — said Miss Arabella. ' 

'^ No, they met abroad, or someihing 
of that sort," replied Miss Georgiana. 

^ Was that it ? — Very likely --*- 1 kn«iw 
nothing about them — I only wish they 
had staid at home, where they are * so 
fond of staying I hear.-^Yott know, 
Georgiana, Bnckfaurst told us, that when 
tbey hail something to live upon they 
never lived like other people, but always 
were buried alive in the country ; find 
Lady Jane Granville, with her? o\vn 
lips, told me, that, even since^ they lost 
4J[ieir fOTtune, she had asked one of these 
|;irls to town with her, and to Tanbridge 
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• . .Now only coiKi^Ye bow kind! and 
mhsd an advantage tbaK: wonld have been 
,. . . And can yoa believe it, Mr.PfirCy 
was so onaccoantabk, and they all so 
mdA, that %bey refused — Lady Jane, of 
votirse, win never ask tbem again — Bat 
-ibO^W, must I0t tbey be the sillie&t creatnres 
intbe nrnvtsis^ T'*^ 

"Silly! Qh dear, no: tbere yoa ar^ 
wrong, BA\ ; f^v you knew tbey are aU 
fo wise, and so learned, so blne^ sindi a 
deep Uue, and all tbit sort df tbing, fbat, 
for my part, I shall nev^er daiiB to cfpen 
my iips before tbem****^ 

/^ Fortunately,** jsaid onte (^ fbe yoin^ 

Miefl, ^^ you bave not nrodi tk> fear ftiuak 

^beir leamii^ at a baU; aad as daneeM 

I don't apprebend you bate m«cb to 

dread {rqfai any of tbem, even from the 

«Wby," fl<»rcely** — saM Miss Geor- 
^lana-^" { own I sball be coriotis to see 
boiir f hey will get an -^^ tammetit ces «dr- 
V0tle$ M iirtront d'q0*aif^'**A wonder thejr 



<10^ MK htre. Iteep Jrotrr t^e ott Afe 
-ioitr, fleiM Lady Ff ancrs -^ I wotild ttdt 
Misfit ^|lif«lr ieilty6e !br miilkms;' 

la vain eye» and glasses iHr^te %mA 
i^ eilfM^eiAti^ 6f tt(« atlnval of these de- 
VM^ dbftfcts of rfdhmle^^Atrotlitfr/md 
tSMtibtf^ UbA MMther daonie^ bnt ndt the 

lite brnid W^ nortv ready^ and h^gati 
Ito pl»5f -^'Ootfnt Altenbet^ etttex'ed tllfe 
YKKwfi. J^ttick «8 gnice c!aft v^^txTe t6 
nant, Mm. Falconer glided to teubrk 
liiiki. MSm 'Geot^an^ Faleonaer^ at 'the 
*4ttlM ttOftiMif, tomfrta^ed her Ibtfttir^f^ 
hito fhtir ttoftt b^eomii^ ]pbiitioti5 atd 
gave liersrelf a ^oe lair of the head. Thfe 
tibtim trowed to her--Sbe fkoned herself^ 
atid her eye mvoluntarily glanced^ tUtfit 
sft a bi^liant star he wore^ and theO^ tit 
her mother, "whiht, with no small degree 
of anxiety, she prepared to play ott, on 
this decisive ^Vc^niiig^ all her artillery to 
complete her conquest — To complete 
h^r trictory, for she flattered herself, that 
only the finishilig blow Was Wanting. 
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Id this belief her female companipn^ 
contributed to confirm her, though pror 
bably they were all the time laughing at 
her vanity. 

Mrs. Falconer requested Count Alr 
tenberg to open the ball with Lady 
Frances Arlington. After having obey- 
ed her orcfers, he next I^d out Miss 
Georgiana Falconer, evidently to her 
satisfaction; the more so, as she was 
conscious of being, at that moment, the 
envy of at least half the company — — r 

Count Altenberg, quite unconscious of 
being hin^self the object of any attention, 
seemed to think only of showing his part- 
ner to advantage ; if he danced well, it 
appeared to be only because he habitually 
moved with ease and dignity, and that, 
whatever be did, he looked like a gentle- 
man. His fair partner, danced admirably, 
and now surpassed herself. 

It was repeated to Mrs. Falconer, that 
Colonel Bremen, the Count's friend, had 
told some one that the Count had de- 
clared he had never seen any thing equal 
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to Miss Geotgiana Falconer^ except at 
tbe Opera at Paris; — At this triumphant 
moment Miss Georgiana could have seeo^ 
with . security and complacency, the ar- 
rival of Mis^ Caroline Percy. The more, 
prudent mother, however, was well sa- 
tisfied with ^ her absence. Every thing 
conspired to Mrs. Falcooer^s satisfactioa 
The ball was far advanced, and . no Per- 
cys appeared — Mrs. Falconer, wonder^d^. 
and deplored, and at length it came near 
the hour when supper was ordered — ^Tha 
Commissioner inquh-ed, whether Mrs. 
Faleoner was certain, that she had named^ 
the right day on the caisd. - , 

^' Ob ! . certain: — ' — But it is now sa 
late^ I am clear they will not he here toi 
night" ., • 

" Very extraordiiiary! ta keep Lord 
Oldborough's carriage and servants " — , 
said the Commissioner — r-^^ they went, iui 
time, I am snre^ for I saw th^m .se& 
out;^ ' . , 

"All I know -is, that we have doact 
€very thing that is proper/ said Mrs^ 

a 5i 
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Falconef,^^ and Lbrd OldboMugt eall- 
Bot blatnc ns — ^As to thfe Count, he dcetoi 
quite content. 

Mr«. Falconer's accent seemed to irt>* 
pljr something more than ttyntevtt ; biit 
this was not a proper time or plaet^ 
to contesrt the pdmt. The hu^batid 
passed on, saying to faimseif ■*— *^ Ab- 
surd!**— The wife iveirt on, sarjring-" 
" Obstinate!" 

Count Aftenberg had led his partner 
to a seat, and as soon as hfe quitted her, 
the young ladies of her party all flatter- 
ed her, in con^tulatory whispers— One 
observed, that ** there ^as certainly 
ilomething Very particnlar in Count Al- 
tenbejrg*s toanner, when be first spoke ta 
Miss Georgiana Falconer" — Another re- 
marked, that ^^ he sdways spoke to Miss 
Georj^iana Falconer with emotion and[ 
embarrassment'^-— A third declared, that 
^ her cyte wafs filed upon the Count, and 
she saw him several times ehange coldut*^ 
— MJ> in sherrt, agreed, that the Ccmnt's 

was Mis* Gewgian* FiSedite^* 
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devoted ptize. Sbe the wliSe^ witb well- 
effected iDcredoIity and secret compla* 
teucy^ half reptessed ind half encod- 
raged these remarks by Areqtient exda- 
inations of 

*' La ! how can you thiiik s6 1 -^ Why 
will yon say such things 1^"^ Deaf! how 
ttAk ytfa ^ so tbrmentrog-^So silly ilo# 
to have 'stlch fancies ! "— Bnt did W xedly 
change colour? — In love with her!-^ 
She wondered how such an idea conld 
^v^ come hito their heads —^ She should^ 
fbt her part^ tiever h^e direamed of such 
& thhig -^ thdedd, ^he Was {xTsitilre they 
"ktre mi^t^en — Count Alteitbei'g in love 

with her f-^'Otio, there cotlcl he riothing 
ili it.- 

Whilst she spoke, her ey^ fdlloWe^ 
tibe Cdunt^ ^ho^ quite taucdnscr6u^ of 
hid datger^ undisturbed by atiy idek of 
'i&is^ Georgiana )*alcdfier 9hd love^ tWo 
ideas^ which probably neter had enTere)i 
l^is mind together^ was caJrelessTy Walk- 
iiig dbwb fhe fooin^ his though t& >ppsi- 
rently 6fcu|>ied with ^e parsing scene 
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-^ He had so much the hahit of obsen^- 
ing men and manners^ without appearing 
to observe them, that under an air of 
gayety^ he carried his understanding, as 
it were, incognito. His observation 
glanced on all the company as he pass- 
ed. Miss Georgiana Falconer lost sight 
of him as he reached the end of the 
salon; he disappeared in the anti- 
cliamber. 

Soon afterwards a report reached her, 
that the Percy family were arrived ; that 
Count Altenberg had been particularly. 
Struck by the sight of one of the Miss. 
Pereys> and bad been overheard to. 
whisper to his friend Colonel Bremen, 
^* Very like the picture ! — but still more 
mind in the countenance ! " — 

At hearing this Miss Georgiana Fal-. 
coner grew first red and then turned 
pale; Mrs. Falconer, though scarcely, 
less confounded, never changed a muscle 
of her face, but leaving every body to. 
choose their various comments upon the 
Count's words, and simply saying : 
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v " Are the Percys come at last ? " — 
She won her easy way through the crowd, 
whispering to young Petcalf as she 
uassed : 

" Now is your time, Petcalf, my good, 
creature, Georgiana is disengaged" — 

JSefore Mrs. Falconer got to the anti- 
chamber, another report met her, " that 
the Percys had been overturned, and 
had been terribly hurt." 

" Overturned I--- teiTibly hurt ! — Good^ 
Heavens !"-— cried Mrs. Falconer as, die 
entered the antichamber---But the next 
person told her, they were not in the 
least hurt— -Still pressing forward, .she 

exclaimed : 

• • • • 

"Mrs. Percy! Where is Mrs. Per- 
cy? My dear- Madam! what has hap*, 
pened ? Come the. wroug road, did you? 
, . . broken bridge-:- And were you really* 

overturned?"— 

« • ** • 

" No, no, only obliged to get out 
and walk a Jittle way" — » > . 

*^ Oh ! I am swTy • • . . . But I am- 
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Sd ^lad to see iroti all safe ! When 

it grew late I grew so uneasjr ! ..•..'' 

Theti turning towards Caroline--^ 

" Miss Caroline Percy, I am sate, 
l!hcmgh 1 had never, till noW, the plea- 
sure of seeing her.** 

An introdnction of Caroline by Mrs. 
ij^ercy, ito dtre form, took place — Mrs. 
f^ahoner next Irecognis^d Mr. Percy, 
declared he did not look a day older than 
Wheft ihe fa^d seen him fifteen years 
bfcfoi*— Theft rfecfirring to the ladie^--^ 

'** Bn*, my dear Mlrs. I^rcy, atne yoa 
a^r^ that yonr shoes are not Wcit through } 
-«^Oh1 my dear Madbm, Mis^ Percy'^s 
are terribly wet ! and Miss Cai'dline'^ !— • 
Positively the young ladk^ ihu^t go tot 
my dne^dng-irdom, [tht sh6es mu$t W 
drted" — Mrs. f alcoAeir said, thut" per- 
haps h(ft dlktq^hteffr could accommod&te 
the Miss Percys with others/* 
^ It was iti iraitt that ftosamoftd prg^ 
tested her shoes were tlot Wet, &tid thai 
her ^tti^ weke pfetfec^tl^ dry; a few 



^fiitfcke oti tireif white jtt^tified Mr».1Fal- 
coner's apprebeftsiotls. 

" Whete h my At abe^ft ? . . . tf tb'ere 
wt£s tmy body I coidd Y«atttye to troti- 
We ..." 

Cdant Al^wbefg in^ittitty ofti%d his 

^' iDi^ssible t6 trdnbk yoti^ Cmm! 
But ski€^ ym hte to v«f y gti^od^ ^liMtpn 
yott tduld find otiib of mf davgbters fof 
me — Miss Falconer, — ^if you are so kitld> 
Sir . . . Oeoi^giama I am afttdd is jlafic- 

liyn^ f'aicoi^r w^is fottttd, and d^« 
^aictiisdf with Mt»s P^eyi9$ S^ ^pite (^ 
aM tlie)r «6itfd ^y to tite toMmry, to 
Mrs. Falconer's dressing-room. Aosa-^^ 
mtttkd Wa^ ^tnftted, trithont totidi dif- 
jknilty, to d6 iasf slie pfea^ed^ but Mrs. 
Fblconet^ infinite Mm, lesrt Cafoflii^ 
^otild catch tMr dcMh of c^, tfdnld iftbt 
ht npiptBi^Ay till ^4h^ httd tatm^ed^i^ 
diange her ^h6e&. 

« Cardiiie !'" sHid Rotoffi6ttd, ii^% ?6# 
Tm<<e, ^Gar6lit]fe! d.o Uot pltt 4m ^atft 
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shoes — tbey are too large — you will 
never be able to dance in them.'* — 

" I knpw that — but I am content* — 
It is better to yields than to debate the 
point any longer/' said Caroline. 

When they returned to the ball-room, 
Count Altenberg was in earnest conver- 
sation with Mr. Percy, but Mrs. Fal- 
coner observed, that the Count saw Miss 
Caroline Percy the moment she reap- 
peared. 

. " Now is not it extraordinary \ " 
thought she, ^^ when Georgiana dances 
so wdl I is infinitely more- fashionable ! 
and so charmingly dressed ! — What can 
strike him so much in this girl's appear-, 
ance?" . 

It was not her appearance that struck, 
him — He was too well accustomed ta 
see beauty an;d fas]|||on in ^public places^ 
to be caught at first sight by a handsome, 
fiicejt (HT by a young lady's exhibition of 
her personal graces at a ball. — But a fa- 
vprable impression had been made on 
his miud by what he had previously 
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^ « 

heard of Miss Caroline Percy's conduct 
and character ; her appearance confirmed 
this imprcssion precisely, because she 
had not the practised air of a professed 
beauty, because she did not seem in the 
least to be thinking of herself, or to ex- 
pect admiration.: — This was really ufi-* 
common^ atid^ therefore, it fixed the atr 
tentiou of a man like Count Altenberg. 
— He asked Caroline to dance ; she d^r 
clined dancing. •^— Mr. Temple en^ged 
Rosamond, and the moment he led her 
away, the Count availed himself of h^ 
place, aud a conversation commenced^ 
which soon niade Mrs, I'alconer regret) 
that paroline had declined dancing. 
Th9ngh the Count was a stranger to the 
Percy family, yet there were many,sub7 
j'ects of common interest, of which he 
knew how to avail himself. -He began 
by speaking of Mr. Alfred Percy, of the 
pleasure he had had in becoming ac- 
qnainted with him. Of the circunxstauce 
which led to. this acquaintance. — - Then 
he passed to Lord Oldborough — to M. 
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Ite TMrtHle— to the stipwreck. — He- 
fmmA at Pef^-Hall^ f€Hr be felt for those 
to xii^kptift he \^is speaking* Thejr under- 
dtood him, bal they did n&t avoid the 
vubjteGt I he ih^n ittdti)ged himself in tfa6 
fteaiBti^ of r^ating Mtte of the ^^cpres'- 
sAekis of MtMhnit^it to thdr old IiKfidkml^ 
^ttd of hoitesrt ^i^flfeetioti and gtatittide^ 
%Wch he huA heftrtl froara the peasatftrht 
Hht tallage. 

Mi«^'Fttk<Mfer cmved away iht ttio^* 
iMiit «sb« ftvfifaw thi6 ^ttrt cf %be 'CcMw 
iMtsMiofr^ hut 'Khe Was only %o fid;^ r^ 
4M¥t^ tt8 «e pi<e^retft tbe i^e^Mfty df ter 
«aitki^ any f ifft ih ky i»r of appealing t6 

iMEiir what it might be^ *^ aWkwui^ for !xet 
to h^sity* eoi^ideHng her intimacy With 
^ir Bobert Fefrey. She began talking to 
nn old lady about her late illn^ss^ of 
^bieb she hanged to hear from her own 
lips all the imrtieulars; atid whilst the 
old lady told her tase^ Mrs. Falconet^ 
With eyea fec!ed nptm %er^ lUid makings 
ttt proper ititervals^ uH the appnipriate 
dh^t^es df ^otttitetianee te^nishe to ex* 
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wntttved, at the saint time, ikum^ the 
-whole |irogress of fertr^ afitd llie odhn^ 
nistratibn of half the ' meikmtB in the 
X^ondcm PbartnacoiNSta, to^ hear etety 
,timg tb«t WM sttid bjr Cooi^ Alteif b«rg, 
'4nKl ttot to k»a « woid Uiict was uttered 
by Caroline. • Mfd. Falconer was pa^ 
-f!ol»rIy aD:s^oas to knofW what would be 
:%mi alxnit idMi pktdre itt llie gaila^f i«l 
-Petcf-fiaU^ i(itb wfatcb fbeCoittit Ind 
4i«in 00 iiioeh c&irimied^ -^ WbM ba gat 
into the ^gttll»r)r, Mi^s. FftiooMr Jimi Mi i 
^iifth bMalhliitoeftg^tiietf*, ptttiU'MSiBiftg 
iM the aid ladyt^ iiettMmdkg bhieiii^ viF 

her convalescence^ and of a shlta/i ti0»» 
alMbte^ly Tbrlsiftl, wMi ^ tnM^ ines- 
timable, ihiittitable^ liftle border. 

' iNot di w^rd waa sidd of Ae j^ctaire^^ 
biit a pattse -^imiilied more tb lAnHk 
BIrs. ¥<1k9oner> tbati ^oMld bnn^ beeih 
<^Kjiresse4 by ^mMt ^attet^g Mn^^ 

•tits. I^^kroim' W0Adered why iw{>^ 



20 PATRONAGE. 

was so late. She sent, to order that it 
might be served as soon as possible. But 
her man, or her gentleman-cook^ was not 
a .person to be hurried. Three succes- 
sive messengers were sent in vain. He 
knew his importance^ and preserved his 
dignity. — The caramel was not ready^ 
and nothing conld make him dispense 
with it's proper appearance. 

Hpw much depended on this cara- 
mel ! -** How ninch, of which the cook 
never dreamed ! -^ How mech Mrs. Fal- 
coner suffered during this half hoor> and 
jlQifered with a smiling countenance!—^ 
How much^ with a scowling brow, Mjaa 
.Geoi^ana Falconer made poor P^calf 
endure ! 

Every thing conspired to discomfit 
Mrs. Falconer, -r She saw the manner ia 
winch all the principal gentry in the 
country^ one after another, expressed sa- 
tisfaction at meeting the Percy family. 
She saw the r^ard and respect with 
which they were addressed, notwith- 
standing their loss of fortune and station. 
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It was quite astonishing to Mrs. Fal- 
coner. — Every body in the rooms, ex- 
cept her own set of town friends, seemed 
SQ strangely interested about this family. 
— — - " Hbw proToking that I was obliged 
to ask them here ! — And Comit Alten ^ 
berg sees and hears all this ! " 

Yes — all this confirmed, by the te^i- 
inony of their equals in rank, the favor^ 
able ideas he had first receiyed of .the 
Percys from their inferiors atad depend*' 
ants. — ^ Every person who spdke to, or of. 
Caroline -^ and he heard many speak of 
her who bad known her from clnldfaood 
— spoke with afeetion in their counte- 
nance and manner. 

At lengthy supper was announced, and 
Mrs. Falconer requested Count Alten- 
berg would take Lady Fraaees Arlington 
into the supper-room. : Miss G^orgiana 
Falconer was anxious to sit s^ near as 
possible to her Asar Lady Frances, and 
this, wieis happily aocomplished. 

The Count was more than usually 
agreeable, but virhether this arose from 
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bift desire to plctaae the ladies who sat 
beride him, or those who sat opposita to 
him, those to whom lia wa» in polkaiies» 
bound to addresB bit conFersatioiii or 
tfaoBe wbose attentioa he mi^it hope it 
wooid atiaract^ wele -^eatioiia o£ dificntt 
«ohitioii. 

As they were retaumifig intb the bdl* 
veom, Rosamond watdied hw bppoMM- 
nity, mada her way along a pwsage 
whieh led to Mn. Palfioner'n dreMing^ 
Taea% stiead her sasiae^ fliMS^ raUixned. 
lifkh tha priaa faafin-e* CamUna rateke<t 
the MHMthawAcr, and^ nnsean; by a&#. 
xBade hen pot thcea Qa<^-^*'^ No^ pro* 
mise me not to refuse to daiMre^ if yea 

aiw asUad>again4** ->-«*- 

< €!niint AkenbMp anfaged Mm Gaor* 
giana Falconer the ficst* tiMo • dances— v^ 
\lfihen; l&asa were fioishnd^ he asked. 
Caroline to danoe^ and Mrs. Falconer^ 
Mdm dvieaded Ttbc r enenral of; cattromatioAr 
between them and: what^ kneir nothing a£ 
Biuraraend'is countor^maiioenvm Bhont the 
otmof^ waa> snqniaed anid/ n^ced> when 
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^faf s^w Caroline coiop^j and wfib^ liep- 
3elf tq be :k4 oiijL by Caunt Alt^nherg' — 
^iii JM^ Gai^iaiiay vfho h^ ohMrv^d 
t)iM ^^iB^nd danced w^ll^ had ^s-r^ 
Tt# tt^tb^r** hppe$ woret disfippoioted, 
^ 4)|i|^t^i^*% fe^f ft were jv^fied* -^ Ca- 
tfidin^ showed 9U the wpa^Uity cdf. dMC- 

ipg wAthPBt; heil3^g a dwmo-, wd it ^r- 
tsMy. did pot mwf» thd CoiAt's ob^iiiv 

]Nm«f t9 MCfl}^ wiUml^t^wisli t«tdi9* 

tlH»iei daivy»9 the^ filing ^ iw iMod m*^ 
MUeitedJky & ^mrimgk QohmA SfAodriU^ 

fiiduoxtiddft a&lrai^ MdLpeiisQiii)iW^aa«b» 
pKalBaeiilB, had hica.thd h<qiedlfw piiMr 
Bsrffl^- maa^rivsUhulkt^ Mii.his.chiiiM 
rkail mo »mritikfliKwrdi«ootipo> How-* 
k«Bs<Mtthd^ Unfrhn^ aoiyi dwcod 
wUk ^vBmFmayy.hmaanm Mxs.JStakmm^ 
iMd^Hfadb 1*. her |iaxticnkr re^piMt. Qm 
e£ these IhdM dBcluidi, she had^ ORCi^ 
hMgdi the* re^pesbi. Cdonel . Spandritt 
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then was safe from all blame, but the ftill 
fire of their resentment was directed 
against poor Caroline. Every feature of 
her face was criticised, and even the 
minntiee of her dress. They all allowed 
that she was handsome, but each found 
some different fault with her style of 
beauty. It was curious to observe, how- 
tfai); secondary class of young ladies, who 
had without discomfiture or emotion seen 
Caroline the object of Count Altenbei^'s 
attention, were struck with indignation/ 
the moment they suspected her of plea- 
sing Colonel Spandrill. Envy seldom 
'^kes two steps at once : it is. always- 
excited by the fear of losing the proxi- 
mate object of amotion ; it never exists, 
without some mixture of hope^ as well as 
of fear. These ladies having no hope of 
captivating Count Altenberg, CaroIijK 
did not then appear to be their rival, -but 
now that. they dreaded. her competition 
with a. man whom they . had hopes of 
winning, they pulled her to pieces with- 
out, mercy. * Yet there was something in. 
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CjiroUiifi'B .utiaffactad, tmataatnipg mw* 
oer^ wbidi : wght ba?fi disaaemed f be raga 
of maHw ; and ^thtt indwd tras #bt0raQd: 
by the (feur «rbii #ew vafoeyiaMted tail 
clispas$kifiat€ spoctetofs. 

Tbe MUb d^afc<ni«rs raid tfaar ootiUon 
$st wen rotiimg^ iihemsehres, whUat tiub 
4i§matTj choice mas gcHtig oa. Mks 
£roo]^aaa.was all the time ^mkaffroarhig 
to eagagetCeaiit Akenberg in oonverBa.* 
tiMu -^ By. .all the modatn avta of 'co* 
tsfutny, fio 'iaai|i]d to a saa -ef tiir 
WUrU^rso mntenqitiUe to ia Qumof -sense;, 
l|he *>triad to reeal the ^Isntiom of t;l^ 
Cdufit. Polite&oss jMigei Mm 4a seefti 
<li> UsteOy and /he ^nAaaTojred to keep np 
:dmt:kind ^f QoniMnfiodon^ .which is suited 
io.a JiallHnibm; bat Im veiaptfed coil^ 
Aiafiailf kl^^permit^ iill at Imit firorafaifl 
«b]r)faB afaaBDee'Of ^nd^ Miss Georgiaoa^ 
trttable . to ;conae^l . hfear maxation^ wfuslly 
idirew Jkfi Uame upon' her health. rSht 
lemmipitismiL at tha ^^ heAd»aefa) of beat^ 
joi cttdd^ iof . }(Hnintey da&cts ! sooh ba«v 
imipai tikiags ! ft^hmr -ooold an jr one hear 

VOL. III. C 



S6 PATRONAGE. 

any thing but cotillons • • • then the 
nnsiek!— the band was horrid-— They 
played vastly too^ fast^ shocking! there 
was no such, thing as keeping time. • • • 
Did not Count Altenberg think so ? *^ ^ 
Coont Altenberg was at that moment 
beating time with his foot, in exact 
cadence to Miss Caroline Percy's danc* 
ing — Miss Falconer saw this, but not 
tUl she had uttered her ^poestion, not till 
it had been obserired by all her com- 
panions, ■ ■ ■ J^ady Frances . Arlington 
half smiled, and half a smile instantly 
appeared along a whole line of young 
ladies. — Miss Georgiana . suddenly be^ 
came sensible, that ^e was exposed to 
the ridicule or sarcastic pity of those, 
who but an liour before bad flattered 
her in the grossest manner-^ She had ex- 
pected to produce a great effect at this 
ball, she i saw .another preferred. Her 
spirits sunk, and even the powers of 
.affectation failed. The. struggle between 
tlie. fine lady and ^the woman ceased. 
Faision silways conquers art at a cot^ de 
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mtdn. When aay -strong emotion of the 

soul is excited, thie . natand . character^ 

temper^ and manners, sddom fail to 

break through all -that is factitious—- 

Those who had seen Miss Georgiana 

Falccmer only through the veil of afiecv 

tation wese absolately astonished, at the 

change that appeared when it was thrawR 

aside. By the Count the metamorphosis 

was unnoticed, for he was intent on ano* 

ther object; but by many of the spec** 

tatprs it was beheld with open surprise^ 

or: secret /contempt. — She exhibited at 

this moment the picture of a ^isap-' 

p€Hnted coquet — Tlie spasm of jealousy 

had seited her '. heart, and unable to cbn-^ 

ceal or <eudnre the pain in this convol^ 

sioa of mind, she forgot ail grace and 

decovum. Her mother from afar saii^ 

the danger at this crisis, and came to* 

hev rriief. — The danger in Mrs. Falco- 

nei^6 opinion wasytbat the young lady's 

vmqt of- temper should be seen by Count 

Altenberg ; she therefore carried him off 

-to a, distant part of the room, to show 

C 2 
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kim^ as die 9aid^ ^ a t^asadon plajiar, 
IT fao was the exact image of Hogarth^s 
eardged mnsicimn.'* 

In the xDeasL tidne ColoBd fipaBdrill 
and Carolina liad ^islmd their danee; 
and the Ookrnel, -vAxo made k a piiiioi)iIe 
te engross i1m atteritiah of the prrcttiest 
wmnan wthe room, was now/iaft^ his 
BHiiiher, paying his adoratioiis te his iftir 
partner. Fromising himsetf) that b% 
shonld he able to recede, or advance^ aA 
ba thought proper; lie used a certattt 
kappy amingoit^ of phrtt^ <whicb ^ 
eording to ithe manner .i» which it is nm^ 
detstood, or rather accprdoig to the toM 
aad rook with which it. is: aecontpanled^ 
^ays everf 'things'-- or, not^isigu-*-^ With 
}>nttlent eantion, ha hdgaii with daiUs, 
flasie^, wonndiB, and angriish.; wjJb 
wkioh eveorjr mSkiarynian hoida Umadf 
pritiliged to nse toU^rds evecy iOmz wo^ 
wMxk he meets. *^ Darta^ AavMS^ 'imixuk^ 
tAd ai^isb, were of no wml. 13ie 
Colond went/on, as fiir as hrighl ^ijn*^^ 
%e<i^itGhing amiles^ tind k^^mmkf graoe 



-~l^ll without eti^t— With artoaiabt 
ment l^ perceiyed, tha^t the girli wlio 
looked ds if she had nev^r heiurd tl|at aht 
was hatodsdm^ received the fi»ll &re of 
his flattery with the compobiu^ of a 
Yeteran innreid to public afibattralioa. 

Mrs. F^eeoer wiaa alviost at modi 
sbrprised aad diftappoialed by tliis^ as 
the Colonel could be. She faa^ ptir«- 
poaeSbf iiKtrodiiOed tbd gollant Colonel 
Spoadrill to the M its Fircj/s^ in the hope 
Ihai Caraipi^'i head, like that of many 
utibrir ^SKHig iMRfs^ nd^t be affectwd t^ 
^ttefjr, aiik tbatVeba aiigbt not theti 
tftfarin all that digittty of. maniler^ wbicb^ 
ao Bfrs. Falconer hod aonse eftoof b tb 
4ce> vtm her distiaguisbiiif chattti in the 
iyor o# Ooottt Mteaber^ h-. Frostrated^ 
iumI dieidiJ^g dwfy bartan^ that with 
all her address^ she ^bofild tikot be able 
to manage bar OeorgiBna^i^ temper^ Mrs. 
Falconer beedurie excefieivefy ti»[patient 
ibr the 4qfMi]thre of the Perey fatuity^ 

*^ Mn Falconer f* otieA sbe^ ^Com- 
'misaioMrl Myfc. Pei^y ordited her eat- 
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riage a considerable time ago. They 
hive a great way to retam, and a dread- 
ful road —I am tineasy about them. -—Do 
pray, be so good to se^ what detaitis b^r 
carriage.** 

The Commissioner went out of the 
i^oom, and a few minutes afterwards re- 
turned^ and taking Mrs. Fakoder aside 
told ■ ' 

^* I have something to teH you, my 
^ear, tM wrU surprise you -~ Indeed I 
xMn s^roely belieTe it* Lonj^ as I have 
known Lord OlSboroagh) I never knew 
•kixki do^ or think of doing such a thifig-^ 
And he ill .... at least ill enough- with 
;the gout, for *an excuse * • • .-An excvme 
the thought sufilcieut for 4:be whole couli- 
ty • >• • • And there are people of so much 
^iQore consequence— -I protest I cannot 
•understand ife**— — 

** Understand what, Commissionisr?''-^ 
-Will yon tell me what has happened, 
and you may be as . much snr|)iised as 
you please afte^wafds^— ^— 'Lord Oldbo- 
rough hd3 the gput/*' addbd tdie, in an 
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accent. which expressed " fFell /— all the 
world knows that^'-''^^ 
' ^^ Lord OldboroQgh*^ own confiden-* 
tial man Rodney you know.*". ... 

''Well, well, Rodney! I do know? 
What of him?'' 

'' He 19 here — I have . seen him this 
instant — ^fnm his Lord» with a message 
to Mr. Percy, to let him know, that there 
are apartments prepared for him, and 
idl bis fiunily at Clermont-Park ; am) that 
he insitts npon theii" not relnming this 
night to their Hills> lest tlie ladi^ shonld 
be tired;' ' 

'' Lord Oldborongh ! '' repeated i Mrs. 
FsdcOTer, '' Lord Oldborongh !'^:the la^ 
dies ! — * CteraKHit-Park! wheicf npm bn| 
persons of the^ first- distincjtionj /are in^ 
vitedr* ' I 

" Ay, now yon are snrprislsid T - ~^ 
cried the Commissioner. . 

/' Sniprisedl beyond all power, of 
expression;" said; Mrs. Falconer — 

f.^ Beyond all potwer of diB«im\ilaiipfi/^ 
sbe shoqld have s^id: 
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hand them to their earfk^^^gmn^te 
QefmoQ^Paiio irith tbeni'! --^ I wUh 'to 
Heaven/', ^aid Mrd« f^^kiimf *to Ivb^- 
telf*««^^^rhad n^rer given^ fhi« imforttt- 

nateball!" 

Mru4 Fakanaef wai mktakeo » (bib 
iAHfe^^Itww not the ciromistafyei' of 
wuastiag GavoHite At n^ ball, . tbat mado 
Aw iapnessidn iM. Count Atotiikeyg. ^s^* 
Wlfet9wr Im hMk im^ ll«f, if I0 fca«l 

(Wnrtin^ the dtgnitj^ nnd mmfUd^f 
of her manner, the same effect iPP^fttikl 
bMA bbeH [MfOlIac^d*^ Bat ti^ flttf^ Mrs. 

fancied, fallen desperately in lot^ at 
first 6%lit vrittJ C^toliM — ttt hfi4 only 
been pleased, and kitwe^l^ sliffipd^iHly 
lh9 mdk^ hiM defiff#eft»* to sree iMore of 
her, — ^ Cttfdfiae, tlioilgb so tttodf the 
olg^t^ j^Msy^ b^d! ftdt tlHft slightest 
idea, that she faicd meAt a €di[iqa<!9t« 
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She simply thought the Count's 
conversation agreeable, and she was glad 
that she shonM see bin» again at break- 
£ist the next morning. — * 



•». 
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* CHAPTER XXVII. ' 



JMr. and Mrs. Peixy accepted of Lwd 
Oldborongh's invitation. They foaii<t 
apartments prepared for tMem at Cler-^ 
iBont-Park^ and several servants ready ta 
attend, with the ^effieioas promptitude 
with which a great man*s domestics usu- 
ally wait upon those^ who are supposed tc> 
stand high in theiir- master's favor; 

Daring his illness Lord 01dborong& 
had always beeakfEisted in his own room>, 
but his Lordship appeared at the breaks 
fast table the morning after the ball^. 
f^f^ to receive his guests. Nothing, 
conld be more gracious^ more polite^ 
more kindy than his reception of Mr.. 
Percy and his family. From the mo- 
ment he was^ introduced ta the wife and 
daughters of his friend, he seemed to^ 
tfalrow aside the reserve and coldness oi 
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iits manner^ to forget at once the states- 
man and the minister, the aSairs of £a-* 
rope, and the ihtrigaes of the cabiriet,'to 
live entirely for the present iosdment^ 
and the present company, .The coih- 
pany consisted of the Percy familTf 
Connt Altenberg, and Mr. Teinple. -trSt 
was a common practice with hoiAOhif 
horongb, to set cotiveisatibn a;goio^*r^ 
then' to beeothe silent^, and .retire to 'bis 
own tbodghtsf^he Wdi^ jdsir dirdlr>llit 
hMj and leave others to *nan for it*' SM 
mow be condescended' at least itor/jflsbi 
ill tl^ pnrsniV'thoo^ appfliltaaill}MHtb^ 
'OQt.ambition^t<>d[>tidn distinctifinj int tlfip 
^raee* Alier 'breakfast be sho wedi tlifl lur 
-dies into his libraTy, and aa hei:^^ias^'Mw- 
self disabled, ^ reqneisted.:;!l|far^ J%ibfifk Ap 
.lake down such / bo6ks i or * <prii)t8 alSrvb^ 
thbught most worthy ^^j^^^tibAir' attenti^iM^ 
'literature had beeU i neglected,., pei^iu^ 
.nnddr^^valaed^ by Lord-OldbeiircKa^hiJ^n^ 
?be had' devoted himself to fip11itif99i]|^ 
'bcJ^^cmild'at'wiU reeal'the» olas^caL^siiiii^sfL 
«of bib youth ; and on. no^rU} tlwkviltts 
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qatOt ejit mad ^9r, jmold ta faia i*rdif 
and itipid ,fttilgiitent» mlabledi kiln IkM^m 
cid0 abetter tJkan niaay ^bo itiako it tb« 
only bmintescf their Kvo lo resd^ : l&¥nk 
Mr<r vl^<^^ win koftvtf him hmitt, Ivm 
fwprsted ^ and still iK>rtf Mrjirised. was 
Mr; Tjloqixfa^ i«fto had a«ei» hiA Ici maio- 
HnI df oomiwiy^ Mftie of the bigbnt 
Xttdnrad fiifai(Mi.baCb id wkaiidliten»- 
Idle^ whne hbi Lordihip^ ImuI kpf eaMd 
•ttfatr «lti0tti of iriody <ir 9t nioiit UltafHrrw 
4Mt b* ftn^ eatmik tbove (Klwrn^s. af 
«Miyeit^]tioo^ idudt hir Mual^ ttiflbradL 
11^ Ite dMMWatit^ liMletild df iraitiag isi 
ftbvA ^mpt>mi&m, ttaakthDse who iMm 
im Ml; coH^Mitiy tbdidd |miite tfaolr clmmm 
mMi %U^Mcmy ^^ ntfw ttertdd biaiittf 
«d imdnSb l%9c>im ml«IiectMl.lm<Bnfoi. 
iSvidM^lf. not fof 4Im^ Tliftity 4»£ displiu^, 
#M 10^ «iitiMi«g0 hii guestt to pcDdste 
HMt tal«ttt»5 which ht t»mtd to tidds 
It Ibr-g^^ttlMod tbMilify ]mMtied« k 
If^iMted «• <he hift Mfe lAjecty hk prkfe 
^moA jik^mtm^ to ptiy &titeaiiim» to tiie 
wIftflMNi diOij^MW* of hia firiMwA, ud t» 



tfaem dtid lam to »cUrAhliig6 to an 
Wn^ribfH forrigoen. •^ 
^ ^ Yet^** ttid he^ wpm\ to QtmxA AV 
tetdbetf;-^^' I and praod to ahriw ^od a 
4p«cilki«A of a' ealtivsted iMlepeodrnt 
toanti^ gsntleo^H ftml kit fUttfly."* 

Wilh M» liMdl -p^fiMpaiMB^ Lord (Met- 
Imrongb Wtti 4li»ciriiad tba diai^tem- 
lies 0£ each «r Ili6 kdm 6f tbb fatnily tff- 
ittie giM>d Mnie >a»d rgood Ineedingiif 
Atfig. BBrey-«i^t1te wit tad getNntiu^ sio^ 
l^citjr off RotaHmud ; the ' tnagmmttiiily 
'«iid finfwliar vsdarstiaiditig <)f Carolm. 
• As instances of ^theie diftrint qwdifnh 
- 4lff^ear6d^ kisr ^iok anil |itlglteiiillg"eye 
<ttiidtkdd kk apfiflybktioii^ Mid^llies b^lt 
^im«i at Camit Altiitibar^, by a sad to 
Mr;T««]EAe5 wby ad>n^nitiilatoi^i$ittiid^ 
« be Daned to Mfj Percy. 
' '^^ i now aomprehand^*! saad ^kis^Lonil^ 
^p^ ^ wby Mr* I^nsy cwild aMver Ite 
^ujbicad to take ^a: part in public J^tiamcas. 
dLadtaSy yoti baw ddnw: a greA 4njiirjr to 
fmir cMntry.-4<^Ybu .bai« made ibis 
gtMlotii«a tut H^y ^' ddBHstle^ifaL'* - 
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' Lord Oldboroagh spoke this in a. totSe 
of raillery, and with a fiinile -— * but the 
ismile was succeeded by a. deep sigh^ and 
a. dark gloom ^ of countenahce. At this. 
. moment one of his secretaries, Mr. Shaw^^ 
came in with papers to. be signed* .The 
minister reiappeared. Lord Oldbo^ 

rough's mind turned instantly tq^bnsi* 
^ess; he withdrew to a table, apart, sat 
down, and began to look over the first 
|>aper that was laid before him. . Mr^ 
'Percy rang the bell^ and something wias 
said about not intruding on his Lordship*^ 
time — he looked up-— •.> 

*^ Mr. Temple, you arc free. — Mr.r 
Shaw shall fini^ whatever lettets it i» 
necessary should be written this BU»tlr 
in^. You shall have the , pleasure. M 
being with your friends. It is a! pleasure 
yon deserve, Sir, and can appreciates 
'Mrs. Percy expressed. a. wish, to see the 
grounds, you will show them to these 
ladies. — 1^ am a prisoner siill,'* said his 
Lordship,, looking; down.. at his gouty 
hdnd r*-* ^^ and iLlways shall be. a prisoner^ 
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aided • he^ tiiming has eye upon the 
papers- wHich Mr. Shaw held. '• — 
• -The ladies, acoampaQied by Mr. Tern*' 
jdey ajid by Gouiit Altenberg', went oat 
to walk. ' Mr. Percy staid one mooient 
to'expre^'s his sense of the extraordinary 
poItteQess and kindness, with which 
Lord OWtero«gh had honored him and 
his faifiily. 

r ' *{ y«6a owe me iio thaAKs, my dear 
Sir. -frr Kindness can be repaid only by 
k^niSBs/r- It is a sfpiecies of debt, which 
in *the conrbe' of' my. life I 'have seld<»a 
been called bpon to- pay.*' ' ^ • ^ 

This wasf said not in a voice either of 
sentiment or of compliment, but rather in 
an . anstere tone,^ and witb a stem: connte- 
nance of conquered emotikm. Withont 
kmhing . at M^. Ferc^$ he received and 
answered the farewel- shake of the hand; 
hi^ lips' were instantly afteri^trongly cooi- 
pressed, and taking np his pen the man 
was again a^swhed in the mitoistter. 

. Mr; Pdpcy; joined the party .who were 
^aiiig to walk . m the. park. . Cpnnt Al- 
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ttiibfrg had bemi. Ifinusoally sildni Hi Lorj 
Oldboroogbli cdm^nify^ with the beeom^' 
ing deference «f a fomng jnati, m the 
f)fresli«re«r of one Mf^rfur iil age^ aftd it» 
high sitnattoii^ he had listened -eagw t^ 
leom^ vmttad 0I iiJipa^ietat t^ talk. *^ At^ 
ttntimi <if eounse imIw iarned upon hioii 
hs Ibe stranger, abd the jRweiga^. 

With the same perfect taste atid godd 
hre^rng', with whidi he knew li*W to 
pdy honor dne ; h% rtcervvd it, ftm} 4ip^ 
fiea#«d asi laticb at hk eas^ wbellicif &« 
md itt tfatt ^h&de or die. light t whMhar 
he wa^ unnoticed, 4^ the objeoi of g»^ 
fit ral Jltiention* He had that air dp selfr 
posaeidkm, whtdi duractiHiaca a person, 
setam of hia own raaoamei, and nat 
ilnid to pradcusr his jdxiUtias. 
• The Goirrersatioii toisied at first npoik 
th$ beauties of natava -^ Ciermoat-Park 
waaone of the really mlignificent pkieet 
iMf Englandji which an £dgliabma» maf 
fcel prcia»d to 4hew to a fer^gner* 

Cottat AJiMihef g poHtely and jtistly 01%- 
served^ k*w diiarmi die ^«n*ty aeMs 
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ef oar ndWltty ate tram tke raiiKm4 
and a»aiftinlei»^ C^feokSf, of most cdTthe 

• ClermOM^Pi^k^ horwcvw, irastuft neif 
tc^ tbe Cotmf. CmnmtsMoiier Falconet 
bud tK« day after his arrival alkbi^^n hfttl 
Wiiy lM» g tllat was to be seetf ; bis at4 
teatiofi, thonftfefe^ m tbey pMsued thetf 
mUkf w«6 not 8o laftoch distirMied by 
Mterttill «A^et95 ^» to fftvmt him (ttftd 
wfeMng to eoffv6t«e.* Finding tbM Hfn 
i^fcy iiftrf tra^elletti k« ftj^oke of Sii^^ 
iiMrfotid and Italy, fifid Wi^oht amy of 
An jtrgbn of a «ot}ft#mair) ^iwad* tbtt 
h« fdit wkfe dtes9^t;f tirid Mtbmi&sm 
*o fMiattlMtt tthd . Mrtfti^fi^ It Mon ap^^ 
fMMd, tb«| bo bod s^eii TnHottii "twi^ 
pAe§i tK)t ^(dreiy with tbo i^ t^ ^ |HdiM 
t«r «nd a }ky^^.b«it of ft )khUbtof>hical 
tfdvelfery who^cfttt i^loir for the diflbi^ 
#M6^ of tiatioiial twstti, and di^cei^ ho\¥ 
^^ varitttionk ftre iafluenced by climate^ 
^itcatiMij geif^ertiimtity and loeid tk^ 
gWiMtHtiCe/di in bb rapid pimo^iilA at 
ftM%ti ^ittrie§> hf^ showed tatimy of 
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knowledge^ and without illiberal preja-^ 
dice against any nation, an amiable pre^ 
dilection for his native .country. N«ai< 
to his own country he preferred Eng^ 
litnd^ which^ as he said^ by the motheif » 
side he might call his own^ She had 
early, instilled into him an admumtton 
for our free constitution, and a love of 
pur domestic habits : but he had never 
before visited, this country,' and he wa» 
particularly desirous* to obtain an eiC&s^ 
rate knowledge of England^ aad of tb» 
-manners and. modes of life of it's inh^r 
bitants* He seemed thus esqger to (Atain^ 
information, iK^t merdhy to gratiiy a cur- 
sory or selfish, cprioslty; but with a view 
to the future^ ivad with- a hope of doiiig 
permanent good. — It wa$ clear that he 
was not only a philosophical, but a he«r 
nevolent traveller, to whom nothing that 
concerns his fellow-creatures is . foreign 
or indiflereat. His treasuring up all he 
had $een abroad,, that cpuld be useful at 
fiome, reminded Caroline pf Colonel 
flungerford; but she observed that Count 
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Altenberg's views were more enlarged; 
he was unbiassed by professional habits ; 
hi& sphere of action was higher; heir to 
extensive property, with all the foreign 
rights of territorial dominion hereditarily 
his ; and with a probability of obtaining 
the political power of ministerial station ; 
plans^ which in other circumstances 
might have been romantic, with Coui^t 
Ali)ett*s prospects * and abilities were 
within' the bounds of*soond judgment 
and * actual practicability. But whatr 
ever these intentions might be, they were 
cmly to be inferred from bis conversation ; 
he scarcely spoke of himself, or of his 
own designs i whatever be was led to 
sajr on such subjects, be. seemed,' imme* 
4liately jafter he had said it^ to feel as an 
impropriety, not justified by the slight 
int<erest, which the acquaintance of a 
few hours could inspire. 

He changed the conversation byask^ 
ing' some questions about a celebrated 
English writer. In return for the infor- 
mation Mr; Percy gave him, he spoke of 
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seme iTc5e?nt foreign ptiblications ---related 
seyera} anecdotes gf literary foreigner** 
H}i> aiiec^t«tea.w0i*e intei^esting, T}ecfkme,- 
in ecM^i, tliere wa$ something charac- 
tiBrlstie of tke 4ndiTidua), or illostrativd 
of Dome general; principle of huttiati 
aatnre. To gratify Mr. . t^cy, . tlie 
Gonpt spoke of some public events^ of 
which he had had. means of obtaimng 
itiformationi He had not i^glected any 
of the opportnnities he enjoyed^ and 
whether be talked of eivil er military 
&ffairs> he- allowed the same ^jficieni 
kt)o^Iedge^ and the same superior bM^ 

hty: 

Caroline^ foamng d«i het fathef^s atith 
likened With ft eountemince fhll of intf^l* 
li^eitce^ anima^on^ tod trympethyr sho 
looked^ alternately, at the Count and at 
her father, whose satisfaction »he saw 
and enjoyed. Feeling that he wad ap«> 
preeiated by the father, inspired by the 
charms of the daughter, and excited by 
the Idea he* had formed of- her cSbaracter, 
Count Altenbei*g h^ indeed been un** 
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Commonly ^reeaUe^ entertaining^ nAd 
eloquent. During tbfs wilkt tboQgb 
Caroline said b«it little^ y^t that Httie^ 
ie a man ^f the Count's discehiment^ 
was sufficient to ishoW good^ judglsent 
and great caf^acity^-^ThAs in^^aaed the 
adUliradon hxid iqitere^., ivbkh ^er beaut j 
9^ n^anaer^^ afid (|11 bd had hea^d ^ 
W ^gductj, treated. 

it is said t^ bf ^"ne of tbe obaifaoteiris** 
tics 4^ ^ninjs/ thai it is aiUe ^liold;^ Mo^ 
disQitveT «nd «li<?it . g^ins, itberief er it 
exists.. U da c^rtaio. that with tbe c^le-f 
isky ^ intniti^n^ <»f syihpaith^, or jqf 
pvacti^iod f)ei»etration, CquiM: Altert pbr-r 
oeived Caroline'^ io^teicttl^l i^Ufi^vor^ 
it^. He bpd been, at (ir^t^ curians todisr 
cover whether her mental qualificiatftwa 
wer-e eijual ite 'h<^'€ac!iraor-^i|ary Ipei^onal 
hofintfi hot the b^d sooi) fargotifieA Im 
intentiott 9f tryio^ ber abiliUefi, in an^t 
iiet; tq convin^'^iier of bis fo>wn« Tbe 
whole tmni and s^le of his c^yersati^n 
now proved^ «ac^f«e ^ap aa^ cotf^lUnefift 
could poasiUf have ^^bown^ tb^ bigb op|^ 
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nion he had of her understanding, and 
of the elevation of her mind. — A woman 
may always judge of the real estimation 
in which she is held, by the conversation 
which is c^ddressed to her* 

^^ All this time, where was Rosamond, 

Mrs. Percy, and Mr. Temple. Mr. 

Temple had taken them to see a fine 
view; Mr. Percy proposed to sit down 
and quietly wait their return ; Caroline 
and the Count seemed to have no objiec- 
tioA to oblige him, and they placed 
themselves under a. spreading beech. 
Th^y had not been seated ihany miniites 
before they were inten^upted by the ap-f 
pearaACe of Commissioner Falccmer, 
who came, by a cross path^ from the 
■luNise* 

"At last I have found you. What -a 
prodigious walk you have taken ! " , cried 
the iConumssioner> wiping his forehead 
— ** But whfre's Mrs. Percy and the test 
of your party ? . ^ ; I have so walked to 
catch ypu — n^de over on purpose to pay 
my compliments to the ladies before they ^ 
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return home— And I come charg^ d'af- 
faires from Mrs. Falconer to Mrs. Percy 
, . • I mnst see Mrs. Percy --^Ob, here 
she IS) coming down the hill •- • • Ay^ 
from the point ^f view . * . Mercy ! how 
you have walked —• I am not equal to the 
grand tour — It kills me*— But I am so 
sorry I was not here time enough to do 
the honcMTS of Clermcmt-Park, as Lord 
Oldborough is confined,— Who has Mrs. 
Percy for her cicerone— Ha! Mr.Tem-< 
pie*— I thought he was always so boi^y 
■ I Deputed by Lord Oldborough ■ ♦ ' - ■ 

really ! ^Hum 1 hope Lord OW-j 

boroc^h did not conceiye^ that there was 
any . want of empressement on my » part 
... I shonid have been heie a full hour 
sooner, but that my liMiies were so hste 
at breakfast afiter sittings up ^— And I 
thought your ladies might have been fa^ 
tigued too • . . but Mis« Carottiie Pei^y 
Isee, fresh as a rose— — *'* : - 

The Commissioner then^ i» if kal£in 
jest,, half' in earnest, paid Caroline a 
profusion of compliments upon - her ap- 
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pwranoe itlie fvrecediB^ aight-^anim^ 
hemA, on ^hk frngeifc, itbe coniymti ^tier 
bikd :m«dd, and tb« hcAits &be h«d Jbipk^a. 
r^Mrt. Percy, Roewfepoiidj »Dd Mar- 

hftd e^qpffossed libeir ra^^tmeo an ' m» 
beauty of Kbe viow^ Mn F^ooMr {ir««^ 
9^ted hia not? froiB Mfiu FajbcQi>er ta 
Mns.IWcy^ to ifbkh, be aai4> he hm^ 
moBt amxicms to l» ifaffe boaiter'of <» fii^r- 
aU« aas wer, as Jie knew tint he tslnndd 
otiboh-^v^Be be ilUmeeifiiid at hsmi^y and 
tb€ ^isapfiobilniciht ivould bBigwnt Tb* 
nble oemtaiMd a )>Fe6mg iavitaljcja te 'Ji 
fist^, whicii idbie yorni^ fwople iMr Fftl'4 
eimeivCoiirl badL it m ^costampla^ir ite 
wpn^mL r-r WlietiHff k <ii&s ito li^ Zara 
w CatD> (dwy ittd Inpt ytl ^ofiidveiy d^ 
l^idttd.--^lbt tC^lto tliey iwre in tevdhlB 
dittMSB ifar a. Maniia -^^-^cNiihi Mi« (^o^^ 
IftM PcHroy Ift^ )Mn0v*aikd- upau >tb ^ 
Mat-da? She would teok tbfe jpait /^# 
well, and^ ofto f^ut)t^ mitit w wqW^^Ot 
if ^he iffcfein^ ZMa^ 9^i^i GteiMgiaw 
Falconfer wauld>< mkii jpkwtke, t4dfie iim 
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part of the confidante. — Dresses in great 
forwardness, Titzkish en* Roman, con* 
Tertible^ in a feur hours* notice^ shooid 
wait Miss Percy^s decision. 

^^ Well, my dear Caroline, what say 
yod?" cried Mrs. Percy. 

Caroline was going to answer-— 

" No, no, don't answer yet," inter- 
mpted the Commissioner^ ^^ let me add, 
what I find Mrs. Falconer took it for 
granted I woold say, that there can be 
no possible difficulty or inconvenience 
about the gomgs and comings, and 
horses, and carriages^ apd beds, and all 
those sort of things— -for our horses and 
carnages can have nothing to dp, whild; 
the ladies are rehearsing • . . shall attend 
yon any day— any hoyr— ^and .beds - we 
can contrive — So, I beseech yoo, let 
none of these vulgar siiblnn^y considerifc- 
tioQs deprive ns of a Zani: or a Marcia*— 
Bnt say^ which shall It be ? — Which 
cbaractei*, my charming cousin^ will yon 
do us the honor and pleasure to take r '* 

Count Alt^berg advan/qed a step, fiiU 

VOL. III. s 



of eager eipectat4eti;-*««~*^ Wbea he heard- 
Cafoline jirononce^ witli gfeai polite* 
xie»^ a refusal^ for tlie first, moment be 
looked disappointed, but the tiest seeiii«* 
ed sanisfied anil pleased. -<^**«— It would 
have highly gratified xiaid iarterested him, 
to have seen Caraline act 'either the sab- 
Ume or 'tbe tender herciinej bat he pre- 
ftrred seeiBg her si^pmrt her orv^n cha^ 
racter wi4Ai modest digaity. 

CommiHB»»ner Falconer pleaded and 
pressed hy vaiu % Caroline was steady in 
ber relbisal, though the manner of it was 
00 gentle, that be e'vcay instant tbovght 
Jbe sbonld va»qoish her reluctance. — At 
length he tnnved fmm the ladies to. the 
l^entl^tneii for asnstance. 

^^ Mr. l^emplre, I am sm^ you will 
join my entreaties •-*—*• -Count Alten- 
berg! . . ♦ • •" 

Caunt Altdiberg ^^ would not presume 
ti» ask a farcir, which bad been refused to 
the Ccrnimtssiatfier and te Mrs. Falconer." 

Caro^line underatood and gave him 

credit $60* bis politeness^ 
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^^ Theii5 if I must ^e up this point/* 
said the Commissioner, ^^ at least do iipt 
let me Bciurn disappointed w every 
respect — let me hope, that yod will all 
faivor us' with yonr comfiany at our 
play.'* ; •. 

This inTitadon was accepted .with ma<- 
By thanks.tf-^ 

^^ And, tememcber, yon must not 'Tun 
away from ns that n^t/' added tht 
GommijB8ioner-~^^ Mrs. Falconer will 
liave reason to be Jealous of Clermo»tr 
f^aik, if she ^nds that it draws our 
firiends^and relatii^ni^ away from S^lconer>- 
Cooxt." 

The caidi^e^ Hnrhich b«d ibeen or* 
dered to the great >gale of the park, was 
mow waitinf^ there, — and ^e Commis^ 
sioner took leave of his relations, with^ 
many shakes of the ha<id and tnahy eK**^ 
pressions of regret. " ■ pornvt AUenbei^ 
continued talking to Caroline till the last 
nomeifti^iod after;hehad banded her into 
iha carria^, as *he took leave of Mr. 
B^Gfi be said that lie had "to 4^ank him 

B 9 
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and his family for some of the. cipst 
agreeable among the many agreeable 
boors he had passed .since he cqme,;]^ 
£ngliuid. ' . . ^ 

On their way home^ this liappy . family 
party eagerly talked over every llang 
and every body that had interested them 
— 'first and chiefly, they spoke of Count 
Alteoberg* Caroline said how often^ 
during their walk^ she had regretted her 
mother and sister^s absence. She recol^ 
lected and reminded her father of some 
of the striking cjifcuiiistances they had 
heard, and Mr. Percy and . she repeated 
so many curious and interesting anec*- 
dotes, so many, just pbservaiions and 
noble sentiments^ that • Mrs. Percy and 
Rosamond were ^uite ^hi^'raed with the 
Count. Rosafnonti, . b^^fcwever, was sur* 
prised by the openness and ease^ with 
whichCsfJoline praised and talked of this 
gentleman. . . *. 

I, will say. nothing^* thought she *-r- 

for I. am. determined , to be jnrudent this 
time.-:— But certainly h^ire is. 119 .^a^)ger 
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that'liej^ldve should niisotkgbt be y^n. 
i - ■ Only this I mliy dud must think, 
that Caroline cannot^ Without aflfecta« 
ti<^n, avoid seeing that dhe has made a 
conquest/^*— - r 

Mistaken ag:ttin^ Rosamond. — Caro* 
Hoe had neither seen* ndr su^eded it. •— 
Connt Altenfoerg's gratitude ibr.the hos«- 
l^italhy shown to his country meb at the 
time of the shipwreck^ hisf recent acquaint- 
ance with her brother Alfred^ and all 
he had heard of her father from the grate- 
ful tenants' at Percy-HaH>^ accounted^ 
as Caroline justly thought, for the eager- 
ness he had shown to be introduced to 
her family. His conversing so much 
with her she thought was natural, as 
he wad a stranger to most of * the com-' 
pany^ aud had . some subjects of conver 
jsatiou in common with her and her 
family. — Caroline was not apt to ima- 
gine admiration in every word or look ; 
she was not expert in ; construing everj 
compliment into a dedaration or aa 
innitdndo of love. 
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His conversiition^ ^ktritig their vimHk, 
had beeti perfectly ftee from ail corapK- 
itkemu It had been oH stArjeetft so kite* 
fe^iu^, that she had hten Cftnried cm 
without having had time to think of 
]ove. A good and gttkt character had 
opened to her l^ieW, a^d ahe bail been 
5o absorbed in sjnpathy^ that thonglk 
the hiad thought of nothing but Cmnt 
Alteriberg, she had neTfer thought of him 
with any referenee to herseJf. 
- The morning after th^ir returw home, 
Count Altenberg came* to the Hlils, ac- 
rompanfed by Mr. Temple. ' They staid 

till it wa^ late ; fcnr the Coniirt seamed to 

It. • '» 

foi^get the hour of the day, till reminded 
«tf it hy Mr. Tfemple. Caroline, in her 
"own family, at her home, pleased Count 
ATfenber^ particularly. —-iThe interest he 
'felt abont her int^reased, and hte aftei^vrar dSs 
tooi: or inade freijueiit opporttfnittes of 
"CalKfig at the Hills : His conyetsaftion 
Vras generally addressed to Mr. Percy, 
Tbnt he observed CaAroline with peculiafr 
attention — and Rosamond ^a^ ttmfimfed 



^iBBL her opinioD.'^ A £e\v ureelU passed m 
tUs Bianneiv Mobile the play waa piiojiar- 
lag at Fahsonnr-Cimrt. -^Caroline porsn- 
ed h^ usndl occupations with a well re- 
^gnlated mkid^ yet not . witbont a wish 
£reqaeBt]y reeanring^ ta see and hear 
more of Coanil ^Altenberg. Her £Ed:ber 
and mother were S'till move, aniuons on 
idu^ subject^ — they both, agreed in think- 
ing, that, as far as they bad yet seen. 
Count Altetiberg was a person snked to 
Caroline, in every respect a man to whom, 
on , erery account but one, tbey conld 
IbMtrtily wish to see her united.— ^On every 
ac(;ount but one-^he waa a foreigner, and 
if she were to many bim, they wcmiM 
lose her, perhaps, for even. •«?*- This abnwt 
balanced in their bepirts eveory other .a<|- 
:vailtage**^— Howeiver, tbey thonghi; and 
spoke evea to each oiher very Utile <tpan 
th^ subject ; for thpugh the idea! that he 
su^ht become attachad ,toiCaroline was 
iimavoiilably 'Si^gested by hi& locdks and 
iii««ner^ and- by the iji^tingni^hing atteo" 
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tion he bad paid her; yet they knew, thai 
- admiration sometimes is of a. tt ansimt 
nature in the mind of a young man^ iind 
that there is a wide diflference .betweea 
liking a woman's co0(lpany, and thinkixqg 
of marrying her. Of the Count's views 
or engagements they knew nothing ; then: 
meeting with him had been acdudentaly 
they had^ perhaps, little chance of .moi^ 
than a slight intercoui^se'witb him, dur- 
ing his stay in this part of the country.—^ 
At all events^ they formed no plots, laid- 
no plans against the liberty, much 4e8$ 
against the fortune of Count Aitenberg.;^ 
ail that they resolved upon . • . and. this 
they deemed their duty as parents, was 
4o give their daughter every proper opr 
pmtunity in their power of seeing a per- 
son of his merit, talents, and character : 
This they felt incumbent on them more 
particu^larly in their present situation, in 
the retired, Recluse life, which their con^ 
fined foitune, obliged them to lead -r- a 
made of life which precluded their daugl^ 
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iefs from the advantages of seeing that 
style of company and vaiious society^ to 
a share of which they were, by birth and 
education^ entitled. Nor could Mr. and 
Mrs* Percy forget, that Caroline had re* 
fbsed to qait them in adversity, or to 
Jeave her hnmble home, when Lady Jane 
Granville offered her all the pleasures of 
the metropolis, and with the patronage 
of fashion, all the means of success, all 
the chances of conquest and establish- 
tnenty which would have been so eagerly 
desired, so instantly accepted by most 
girls of Caroline*s age, and of half her 
personal charms. Her parents, there- 
for6, were resolved to spare no trouble, 
and no. expense, which they could possi- 
bly iafford now, when any opportunity 
.c^ered, either for her temporary amuse- 
ment^ or permanent advantage. 

They saw and heard no more of Count 
Altenberg till the day of the play at Fal- 
coner-Court. — But before we go to the 
play^ let us take a peep behind the 
scenes, and inquire what is, aod has been 

♦ 4 
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doing by the Falconer family. Even tliey 
who are used to the ehtlui subsequent to 
dissipation, even they Who have experi- 
enced the vicissitudes of coquetry, the 
mortifications of rivalship, and the denpafr 
of disappointed vknity, can scarcely con- 
ceive the complication of disagfeenHfe 
ideas and emotions, with which Miss 
tGreorgiank Falconer awoke the' morning 
after the magnMcent ball. • ' 

The image of her beantiftrl riv^l Hrs'- 
tufbed her morning dreams, atid -stood 
before her fancy the moment she opened 
lier eyes. Wakening she endeavored tt^ 
recollect and compare all that had passfeft 
the preceding night ; but there had beeh 
Such tumult in her tnind, that she had 
only a vague rem6tobi^an<;e of the trans- 
actions t she had a cdnfttsed idfea, that the 
, Count was in TaVe, and that hetvas ildt 
in love with her ; she liad fearS 'that, tlur- 
Ing the heat of TJbmpetitioti, ' sfefe had be- 
trayed unbeeomirtgeiticArdn"; but gi'adtl- 
^tly habitual Vani^-pfdddihinlaledrWr 
^feopes bright6ned/ifieij^gatt t&^'jfafi(5y fe&t 
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the* iiDpressicm made by her riyal might 
be easily effaced, and that they should 
dee no more <^ the fair phantom. That 
branch of the Percy family, she recol- 
lected, were to be ooasidered only as de-- 
cayed gentry; and she flattered herself^ 
that they would necessarily and immedi-* 
afeely sifdc again into that obscnrity, {mm, 
which her molber^SiiU-fatedcirilityhad 
raised them. «-^ Her mother, - she knenr^ 
fa&d invited these Percys against h^r 
will, atid would be particularly careful on 

;^ocouat of Sir Robert Percy (and Ara- 
bella), pot toiehowtbeei iMyfiir^rat- 

'Cention. > Thus 4liings iwould, in a day:dr 
two, fall again into their proper • train. *«*- 

'^ No doabt the dountwilL call this mora- 

• itig, to^kqow how we lib aftm* the ball." ; 
: iSo 'She rose,^ 4uid/Tesc^ed 'to drass iher- 

^^f with the mosit becoming hegljgebce. 
' ^ery ' di^efreM- wtfs the r^init^.of '>bdr 

'M:pe)PBeneed mtti^J^a fieflectibns.^ <Mr§. 

•1^alooner'nwvt]Hldhdr;dai^tcr>a obanoe 

IttAemig^ *4|iatit4mistiMigite'ii ypiA dm^j 
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to avoid the danger of utter ruia to other 
. speculations of a more promising kind.— 
The roother^knew the unmanageable yio- 
lence of her daughter's temper ; she bad 
seen her Georgiana expose herself the 
preceding night at the ball to her parti- 
ocular friends/ and Mrs. Falconer knew 
enough of the world to dread reports^ ori- 
gihating from particulax friends; she 
dreaded^ also, that on some future simi- 
' lar occasion the young lady's want 6f com- 
juand over her jealousy should produce 
> some terribly, ridiculous sce|]^» confirm 
' the report that she had an unhappy pas- 
sion for Count. Altenbei^, st]gm9jd90 her 
tis a forlorn maiden, and min her chance 
•of any other establishment. 1 9 this in- 
stance she had bisen misled by her own 
and her daughter's yaaky. - It was mor- 
tifying, to be sure, to jfind that she had 
' -ibeen wrong ; and stiB'more proYokiDg to 
be obliged to acknowledge^ that Mr. Fal- 
• conar was right; but iH the existing' cir- 
camstances, it was afasolutdly necessary, 
and Mrs» Falconei-j with a s|MBdes of sa- 
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tisfaction^ returned to her former babits 
of thinking, and resumed certain old 
schemes, from which the arrival of the 
Count bad diverted her imagination. -— 
She expected the two Mr. Clays at Fal- 
coner-Conrt the next day. — Either of 
them, she thought, mi^t be a good 
match for Georgiana. — To be sure, it was 
said that French Clay had gaming debts 
to a large amount upon his hands, — this 
was against him ; but, in his favor^ there 
was the chance of his elder brother's dy- 
ing unmarried, and leaving him Clay- 
Hall.-— Or take it the other way^ and 
suppose Englbh Clay to be made the ob« 
ject. — He was one of the men who pro- 
fessedly have a horror of being taken in 
to marry -«- yet no men are more likely 
^^ to run into the danger to avoid the k^ 
prehension.'' -— Suppose the worst, and 
that neither of the Clays could be work- 
ed to any good purpose, Mra. Falconer 
had still in reserve that pis otter PeteaM^^ 
whose father, the good General, was at 
Bath, with the gout in his stomach ; and 
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if he should die, young Petcalf w^ould 
ppp into possession of the Generars lodge 
in Asia ilifitior*/— not so fine a place, to 
be-snrc, nor ah estaMishment so well ap- 
|K)kited, as Glay Hall, but still with a 
Nabob*s fortune- a great deal might be 
done,-— and Geot^iana might make Pet- 
calf throw down the lodge and build. — 
So at ibe worst she might settle very com- 
Ibitably with young Petcalf, whom she 
could manage as she pleased, provided 
she never let him see her penchtmt for 
Cbmit Altedberg. — Mrs. Falconer deter- 
tnihed to turn the tables dexterously, and 
tti make it appear, that l!he Count admired 
"Georgiatia, but saw she could not be ior 
'duted to leave England. — '^ We must,** 
tiatd shie to herfeelf, "persuade English 
tJluy, that 1 would not for any con- 
isitlteratioii give' my daughter to a fa- 
^feigner." ; • 

; lucdh&eqitence of these pian« tirtd re- 
TOctiofis, Mrs. »Patcorier began her trew 
iiystetfi ^of op'ei-itibns, by writing t*at 

* A district in England so called. 
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irote full df ^siiperfluotis civility to Mrs. 
Percy, with which Coirimissionef Fai^ 
"crotldr had heen charged :— the press- 
ing 'Catoliiie Tl> Jilay Zara, of M'arcia-^ 
theleavirfg to her the chchce of dresses 
Tind chara(!;ters i the assurance that Miss 
tJieoi'^fana Falcdtier ^otdd'take the confi- 
dante's part with pleasuter, tt*te 'all strbfces 
of vMrs. ^8(lcotier'*s policy. By these 
nieaiii^he^thdtTght she cbtiM ifaost eflfec- 
'ttfaflydo away alT'^tispiclon bt het own 
^br^lier datightel-^s jealousy of Miiss Catd- 
line Percy. Mrs. Falconer foresaw, thai, 
itt all probability, <!;!arolitie \vmild decline 
actihg;; ibttt iff' she had* ate^pted^ MfS. 
'^Icofi^ff WotiM'h^ve* been sinCeil-ely pleal- 
"ed^ cottfldeiit/'as ishe Ws,'t!iat Cdrbline^s 
4ilfefioHty to' heV'Georgrana,/Wiyd Wa* ah 
i<?cttmp!i^tifed Uctfei5s, >*^diild be' cidtispl- 
'•Ctlofaislytliaiiiffest.' '' ' ^ r; . . ^ .- 

• 'A:s Soon as l^r. PeVe jV an&Wa-, '-Hnd 

"i^eht," Wlifd ifras' giving -ftirfectittlitt' io '^^ 
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maid^ Lydia Sharpe^ about some part of 
Zara*s dress. — ^ 

" My dear/* said Mrs, Falconer, look- 
ing carelessly at the dress — " You wotft 
want a very expensive dress for Zara. » — *^ 

^* Indeed, Ma'am, I shall," cried 
Georgiana -*— " Zara will be nothing, un- 
less she is well dressed.** 

^^ Well, my dear, you must numage as 

well as you can with Lydia Sharpe.— 

^ Your last court dress surely she can make 

do vastly well, with a little alteration to 

give it a Turkish air.** 

" Oh ! dear me, Ma*am — a little alte- 
ration ! *' cried Lydia, ^' no alteration upon 
the face of Heaven*s earth, that. I could 
devise from this till Christmas, would ^ive 
it a Turkish air.-^You don't coni^ider, nor 
conceive, Ma'atn,- how skimping these 
here court trains are now— fdr say the 
length might answer, Jfs length without 
any manher of breadth you know, Ma'aiti 
— . Look> Ma'am^ a mere strip ! — Only 
,tw6' breadthift of tbree quarters bar^ 
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each -T- which gives no folds in natim^ 
nor drapeiy, nor majesty, which, for a 
Turkkh queen, is indispensAly reiiiuttlr, 
I presame.** 

*' Another breadth or two would make 
it fcdl enoo^, and cotton velvet will do, 
and come cheap,** said Mrs. Falamer. 

*' Cotton velvet !** cried Miss Geoi^gia- 
na, *^ I would not wear cotton velvet like 
the odious, ^abby Miss Chattertons, 
who are infamous for iu^ 

'^ But OB the stage, .what eye could 
detect it, diild ?** said Mrs. Faleoner. 

'^ Eye 1 Ma^am, no, to be sure, at thai 
distance, but the first tondi to any body 
that nnderstands velvets would betray it^ 
aad them that ison the stage along witk 
Miss Georgiana, or behind the soroes, 
will detect it . • • . And I understood the 
ladies was to sup in their dresses, and OA 
such an occasion I presumed you would 
.like Miss Geoigiaiui to have an eatira 
c^ it pii new dress, as the hadj Arlii^ 
toos^ and evcury body has seen her appear 
in tbis^ and has it by heart, I may say 



M « • and the CosBt too, who^ of eediM^ 
wHl expect to ;see Zara f pick and spai»ii«*- 
Biit I leave ii^lto your own bettec jttfllj^* 
0ient^ Ma'am-^— 'I am only just meodoo- 

. . '^ All I know is, that the play wUi be 
nothing unless !it is well drefised/' cried 
4Misa*Geoi'giana-^-- ^^ and I never will pfciy 
21ara in old tnunpery.'* 

" Well, my dear, there's, your amber 
satin, or your pink, or yonr ^^n^ or 
yonr' white, or ... I am sure you. have 
dresses enough. ^—JLydia,. produce tfaero^ 
and let me see." — . . 

Lydia covered the bed iwith various 
£nery, but to every dress that was f^o- 
dueed some' insupeiable. objection was 
.gtaned by the young kdy^ or by^faer maid* 

^^ I rem^mbeir yoii had a .Uven^sathr^ 
thafe I do not see here^ (peovgiaaia/* said 

' ^Tbe coioor did mxt beooroome, Ma!am, 
Ifciid I sold ii to^Lydia."*-^ 
^ SoMl^^gmey p^r^aps some ianooent 
Veader. inay suspect that the young lady 



PATRONAGE. 6? 

uieant to say*— No; tbU buying iand 
selling of finery now goes' on fn^quently 
between a certain class of fashionable 
maids and mistresses. — And some young 
ladies are liow not aehamtd to 4)ecoiBe 
old eiothes' women; 

*^ Vastly welrV said Mrs. Falccrner; 
Jteiiing, ** Yoa feave your own ways a«d 
means^ and I am glad of it, for I c&n tell 
yott^ there is no chance of my getting yon 
any nnodey fpom your faliier ; I dare not 
speak to hita ion that Sfdbfdct^ ibr he Was 
extremely dtspleased with me about Mrs. 
Sparkes' Isist bill. — ^^So if yoil trant a nei* 
dress Ssr Zara, you and Lydia Sharpe 
must settle it as well as you can be- 
tween you. . I will^ in the m^M time, go 
jad Write a nvAe;, wfiiile you make your 



n. 



"Bargmn! Mel Ma'am/' cried Lydia 
Sbarpe, as Mfs. Falconer left tlie rodm — 
** I am the worst creature ej^tant at bar- 
gaining/ especially with ladibs.'^But any 
-thing r caniido ceirtBidly to- accoittinodkte^ 
-i shall^'Tm -siircj be happy." » r 
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'^ Well then/' said Miss Georgiana, 
'^ if you take this white satin off my 
ha»ds, Lydia^I am sure I shall be hap* 

py- / 

•*^ I have no objection, Ma'am, that is, 
Tm in duty bound to make no manifer of 
objections," said Lydia, with a very senti- 
mental air, hangii^ her head aside, 
and with one finger rubbing her under 
lip slowly, as she contemplated the white v 
satin, w Inch her young mistress held up 
for sale. — I am really scrupulous • . . but 
youVe sensible, Mis& Georgiana, that 
your white satin is so all frayed with the 
crape sleeves. LadyTrant recommend- 
ed- '• . 

^' Only a very little frayed" 

'^ But in the front breadth, Ma^ain^ 
you know that makes a world of differ- 
ence, because there ^s ho biding, and vfith 
satin no turning — and not a bit i^tber 
lo new body.** 

*' The body is perfectly good/' 

^' I beg pardon for observing, but yon 
Jcnow, Ma'am, you noticed yourself bow 
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it was bladced and soiled by wearing un- 
der your black lace last time^ and that 
you could not wear it again on that 
account/* 

«I!_but,y(m •• 

' " To be sure, Ma'am^ there's a great 
deal of difierence between I and you; 
only when one comes to bargaining . . . 'V 

She paused, seeing wrath gathering 
black and dire in her young lady's coun^ 
tenance ; — before it burst sht changed her 
tone« and continued — ^^ All I mean to 
say^ Ma'am, \^^ that. white satin being 

• 

a style of thing S could not pretend to 
think of wearing in any shape myself, . I 
could only take it to part with again, and 
in the existing cifcun^stances,. Fm confi-«. 
dent I f hould lo^ by it — But rather than 
^disoblige, TU take it at whatever yoii 
please/' — 

^' Nay ; I don't please about the 'mat- 
ter, Lydia — But 1 am sui^'e . you had an 
excellent. bargain of my lavender satin', 
which 1 had worn but twice." t , 

** pear heart ! La ! Ma'am, , if you 
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know .wiiBst tcouiale 1 had with Mrs. 
Sjparke&y the di^ss-niiiaker^ about it--r he» 
eause of the ooflee-atain . . « And I vdiT 
to my stars, I am ashamed to nbentioft 
it ; but Mrs, Scrji^, Lady Trant*s wo- 
xoan^ and both the Lady Arlingtons* 
maids^ can vouch for the truth of it. I 
did uot make a penny^ 'but lost, Ma^am^ 
lust year, by yom aud Miss Bell ; that is^ 
BOl by you oor ]^iss Bell, but by all I 
bought^ aad sold to disadvantage ; which, 
I am morally certain, you would not 
bave permitted, had yon known of it, as I 
told Mrs. Scpag&, who was wondering 
and pitying, of fu^ ; nry young ladies, 
Mrs.Seciigs, says I — " 

** No matter>^ interrupted Georgiana. 
^^ Ko. matter what you said to^ Mrs. 
Scrags, or Mrs. Serags to you — but tell 
me^ at once, Lydia, what you can afford 
to. givae me for these three gowns." 

*f I aibrd to give I "• said Lydia Sharpe*. 
5^ Well, the times id past, to be sure, 
and greatly chaiiuged^ since ladies * used 
to [^vt^ :but now it's their maids -^must 



give — Theo sippose • • • let's Me, Ma'am, 
for the three, the iild wU/bt satia, and 
the amber satdn, afidt the black lace • . • 
Why, Ma'am, if yon'd dirair me the 
pink crape inio the faaigain, I dao't 
doubt bat I codkl aSord to give yoa 
nine goiiieas. Ma'am" — said the maid. 

'^ Then, Lydia Sharpe, yoo will neTer 
have them, I promise yoo," cried tha 
mistress — ^^ Nine goineas ! how can yon 
have the assurance to ofier me such a 
Bumi As if I had never bongiit a gown 
in my life, and did not knew the valve 
er ]mee of any thing-— Do yoo talce me 
for a fool?" 

^^ Oh dear ! no. Miss, I'm confideiit 
that yda kooir the valoe and price to 
the uttermost penny ; bat only yon for- 
^t that there's a difieiwnee betwixt the 
^Myii^ and selling price for Jadies ; bvt 
if yon please, Ma'^im -*- i would -do any 
thing to oblige and aocommodatss. yon •— 
I will consult the Lady Arlingtons' 
^Qsnen, Miss ilm^ 4ind Miss Pntchard, 
Initio is jadget in this line-^ rn^st hoooiv 
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able appraisers -— And if they Upraise the 
articles, on inspection, a shilling higher, 
I am sure I shall submit to their joris* 
diction — if they say ten guineas, Ma'am 
you shall have it, for I love to be at a 
word and a blow — and to do every thing 
genteel — So 111 step and consult my 
friends. Ma'am, and give you my ulti- 
matum in half an hour.'* 

So saying, whilst her young mistress 
stood flushed and swelling with pride 
and anger, which, however, the sense 
of her own convenience and interest 
controlled, the maid swept up the many 
coloured robes in her arms, and carried 
them up the back-stairs, to hold her 
consultation with her friends, the most 
honorable of appraisers. — 

" Well, my dear,** said Mrs. Falconer^ 
returning as she heard the maid quit the 
room •^— i " Have you driven your bargain 
for the loan ? Have you raised the 
supplies ? " 

" No, indeed. Ma'am — for Lydia is 
grown a perfect Jew -^* She may well say 
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^e is .related to Sharpe, the tXtemj — 
She IB the keenest — mosi; interested oreiF* 
tnze in the wodd — and groim^TerjrsaiM^ 
too.*' ^— 

^^ Like all dioee peii|^ — mf dear^ 
hut one can*t do withoat them** — - 
^ Bkit bae can chai^ thein^^^ 
^^ Bat to nse their owa language^ oar 
is not sure of bettering oneself^-«id thai' 
tiieir wages ane to be paid — and^all oAe*s 
little 'family secrets ane at their mercy "— 
*^ It*s very provoking.— It is very 
proTolang^ ----• repeated Miss- Geoi^ana, 
iKiaiking np and down the roani. -^ Such 
.an extortioned «-— For my amber satin^ and' 
my white satin^ and my bkkek lace^ and* 
my finSL crape,' only nine goineas! 
What do yon think a£ that. Ma'am ? ** 
' ^^ I; thinks my dear, yoii pay a pro- 
digions premium for ready money ; but 
nine gutsteas will dress Zara do^ently, I 
dare say, if that*s your object,** 

'^ Nine guineas^ Ma^^am^'' cried Miss 
Gedr^iauah— " Impetssible — I can't act ai 
^l: — So there'fr an end of the matter." 

VOL. IXJ. £ 
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^^ Not an end of the matter . . . quite 
•^said Mrs. Falconer^ coollj — for in. 
that case I must look out for another 
Zara." 

^^ And where will you find one^ 
Ma'am?" 

'^ The Lady Arlingtons have, both fine 
figures— and^' I dare say^ wotdd either 
oblige me/' 

" Not; they— ^ Lady Anne^ with, her 
indolence and her languor^ — a Lady 
who looks as if she was saying, ^ Quasfaa 
tell Quaco to tell Fibba to pick up this 
pin that lies at iny foot \ do you think 
she'd get a part by hearty Ma'am, to 
oblige you.— or that, she could^ if she 
would, act Zara?-— no more than she 
could fly I '' 

^^ But her sister, Xady Frances, would 
and could " — said Mrs. Falconer^ — ^^ She 
is quick enough, and I know she longis 
to try Zara" — 

^^ Longs ! — Lord, Ma'am, she longs 
for fifty things in a minute— Quick 1 — ' 
Yes, but don't depend on her, I advise 
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you^ for she does not know, fbr two se« 
conds together, what she woald have or 
what she would do." 

*^ Then I have a resource in one whoy 
I am persuaded, wiH not disappoint me 
or any hody else/' said Mrs. Falconer — 
" Who can yofi mean, Ma'sun ? '* . 
^^ Miss Caroline Percy — Count Al- 
tenberg put it into my head -^ he observ- 
ed, that she would look the character 
remarkably well — and I will write tq het^ 
directly.'* > 

• Without power of articulating, Misso 
Geoi^atia Falconer fixed her eyes upoit 
her mother for some moments. 

'^ You think I have lo<t my sendee 
this moming^--I thought, and I am afraid* 
so did many other people^ that you had 
lo^ yoor^a last night. -*-« Another such 
sc^ie/ your friends the Lady Arlingt6\ig 
for spectators^ you are ridieuflousy andif 
of course, undone for life ih the fashh>n- 
able world •*— Establishment, and ev^ry^ 
thing else that is^^esirabley irrevoeablj^ 
out of the questicm^- I am surprised,, that 
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a gid bf yo\nr understaoding and rea1Iy> 
polisked majimers^ Geoi^pa, should, the 
moment any thing crosses or vexes yoa, 
^how no more command of temper, grace, 
or dignity, than the veriest coontry'^girl 
— When things go v^oog do you see me 
lose all presence of mind, or rather do 
you ever see me change a musde of my 
countenance ? " 

^^ The muscles of some people's coun- 
tenance. Ma'am, £ suppose, are difibiH 
ently made from others — Mine will 
change, with my &eliogs, aa^ there is no 
remedy^ for my feelings nnfortonateLy. 
are uncommonly, acute/' 

^lahat is a misfoftune, indeed, Geor- 
giiiiia^ but noti withpnfc remedy i tTuat — 
Ifi ybu will take my a4vice« . . ." 

^^ Were you.ever ii:},love, Ma*ma»} " 

^ Friopftrly -:- when every tbii^^ wius: 
i^hd, iot xnyi ntanrifige — huti nojb' imr. 
^ropfirly, ot^ it nngfat nev^er h^sm oome^ 
tp. my wedding-day — Hj^dstrong child^ 
i\stfin to me, or you will neiieii fiioe tiub 
4»|C wdL^Quat AUenb<»^'' -^ 
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'^ Do yon nwao, Ma'am^ to ask Miss 



(« 



Kne Pbtcj to play Zara ? " 
I will answer no question, Geor- 
giana, till yon have beard me patient y.** 
^* I only hf^^ Ma'am^ yon^ll p«t 
it in tl^e play-bill ... or, if yon don% I 
will -^ ^ra'' — Miss C&r<dine Percy*— by 
partif^tllar desire of Connt Altenberg." * 
' *^ Whatever I do, yon may hope an4 
be assared, Geoi^iana, shall be pioi' 
periy doiie,'' «aied Mrs. Falconer, tiaiog 
with lenity-'— ^^ and since yon are not 
^poscd to listen to me, I shall leave 
yon to yonr own mventions, and go and 
write my notes" --^ 

- ^ La, Manona! dear Mamma! dear*M 
Mamma l" cried the yonng lady, thrown 
ing her arms ronnd her mother, and 
sto^i^ng her. ^' Yon that never change 
a muscle of yonr countenance, how 
hasty yon are with your own Georgiana 

— sit down and FIl listen patiently/' • — 
Mrs. Falconer seated herself, and Miss 

Georgiana prepared to listen patiently, 
armed with a piece of gold fringe, whieh 
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sLe rolled and unrolled^ and held in dii^ 
ferent lights and varied festoons whilst 
lier mother spoka^ or as the young lady 
wonldsay — lectured^— — Mrs. Falconer 
•was too well aware of the impracticablc- 
jness of her daughter's .temper, to tell her 
upon this occasion the whole ti'oth, 
even if her own habits would have per- 
mitted her to. be sincere* She never 
mentioned to Georgiana, that she had 
-totally given up the scheme of marrying 
her to Count Altenberg, and that she 
was thorongbly convinced there was no 
chance of her winning him ; but, on the 
contrary, she represented to the yoiing 
jady, that the Count had only a tran- 
sient fancy for Miss Caroline Percy, 
which would never come to any serious 
proposal, unless it was opposed ; that in 
n short time they should go to Town, 
iand the Count, of course, would return 
with Lord Oldborough; then the game 
would be in her own hands, provided, 
in the mean time, Georgiana should 
conduct herself with prudence and tenv^^ 
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per^ and let na ereature see or suspect 
ainy sort of aDxiety^ for that woald. give 
such an advantage against her, and sucli 
a triumph to Caroline and her friends, 
who, a^ Mrs. Falconer said, were, no 
dpubt^ all on the watch to " interpret,** 
or misinterpret, ^^ motions, looks, and 

eyes" " My/ dear," concluded the 

mother, *^ your play is to show youiv 
self always easy and happy,- whatever 
occurs — occupied with other things, sur- 
rounded by other admirers, and encour 
raging them properly . . . properly of 
course to pique the jealousy of your 
Count." 

" My Count!" — ^said Georgiana, with 

half a sniile — ** but. Miss You 

say, this fancy of bis will pass away — 
but when ? When ? " 

'^ You young people always say, ^ but 
ivhen ?/ . You have no idea of looking 
forward— a few months, a year, more or 
iess, what does it signify ? Georgiana, 
are you in such imminent danger of 
growing old or ugly ? "— 
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Xjeorgianft jtarned her ^jes involcnsr 
Mcily towards the^lass^ and smiled* 

^-Batj Ma'ajn, you were not in earn- 
est then about getting another Zara/* 

" The offer I made— the com pKioeuts 
i ftaid in the note I wrote this looruing^ 
«Kere ali necessai^ to oover yow mistakes 
jaf tthe night.** 

^^ JVIade ! Wrote I" cried the yottxif 
4fady^ with terror in her voice and eye& 
— ^" Good Heavens ! mother^ what have 
you done ? " 

<f,,,„ — ,,^1 had no doubt at the time 
I wr0te/' continued Mrs. Falconer, 
coolly^ ^^ I had no other idea b\ut iixat 
Miss Caroline Percy would decline.** 

^^Oh! Ma'am," cried Gi^orgi^oifi^ 
half crying, then stamping wit& pi^sioii. 
"Oh! Ma'am, how could you imagine, 
or affect to imagine, that that girl, that 
odious girl who was born to be my plc^e« 
with all her affected hvaiility, would 
decline — 'decline I-^No, she will betran«- 
poited to come s;w6epiiig in, in gor^eon^ 
tragedy — Zara L Marcia— — If the wJH>jb 
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family can beg or borrow a dress for her, 
we are undone — that*^ oar only chance 
. . . Oh ! mother^ what possessed yon to 
do this ? " 

" Gently, pretty Passionate, and trust 
to my judgment in future/* putting int^ 
her daughter's hand Mrs. Percy*s note* 

" Miss Carolioe Percy . . . sony . . . 

out of her pawer ! Oh, charming ! — • 

a fine escape ! ** cried Georgiana, delight^* 
ed — *' You may be sure it was for want 
of the dress, though . . . Mamma '* — 

*^ No matter — but about yours, my 
dear"— 

" Oh ! yes, Ma*am ; my dr69S, that's 
the only difficulty now/* 

^f I certainly wish you, my dai'Iing^ to 
appear welt^ especially as aH the world 
will be here — The two Clays, by the 
by, here's their letter— they come td 
morrow • . . and, itt short, the whole 
world — But, as^ to money, there's but 
•ne way of putting your fUther into good 
humor enough wi<li you. Ho touch upon 
that string"— 
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"One way -r- well, if there be one 
way — any way " ; — 
, "Petcalf!" 



" OhjPetcalf ! is my abhorrence 



^^ There's the thing ! — He was speak- 
ing to your father seriously about you^ 
ancj your father sounded me — I said you 
woiild nevej. agree, and he was quite 
displeased — that and Mrs. Sparkes' bill 
completely overset him.'' 

*^ Now, if you had your wish, Geor- 
giana — what wojild be your taste, 
child?"— 

''My wish! My taste— Oh! that 
would be for a delicate, delicate, soft, 
sentimental blue satin, with silver fringe, 
looped with pearl, for my firgt act, — and 

in my last " 

. '' Two dresses. Oh, you extrava- 
gant! Out of all possibility." 
. ^* I am only wishing,-;— telling you my 
taste, dear Mamm^ — You know there 
must be a change of dress, in the. last 
^ct, for Zara's nuptials. — Now for my 



PATRONAGE. gS 

wedding dress^ Mamma, my taste would 

be — 

' Shine oat, appear, be found, ny lovely ^aia/ 

in bridal white and silver. 

^^ Yon know, Ma*am, I am only sup* 
posing.*' 

*^ Well then, supposition for sopposi- 
tion/* replied Mrs.Falconcr — ^'^ Supposing 
I let yonr father hope that yon are not jd 
decided to abhor poor Petcalf . . .** 

'^ Oh ! dear Mamma, I am so perse- 
cuted about that Petcalf ... and com- 
pared with Count Altenberg, my fathCT 
must be blind, or think me an idiot.*^ 

'^ Oh ! between him and the Conn^ 
there is no comparison to be sore . • . 
Bnt I forgot to mention, that what your 
father bnilds upon is our poor old fiiendy 
the General's death; Clay heie, in a 
postscript yon see, mentions the. gout 
in his. stomach — So I. am afraid he is as 
good as gone, as yonr father says, and 
then. The Lodge in Asia^Minor is cer- 
tainly a pretty place to sit down upon, if 
one could do no better.** . 
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" Bat, Ma'am, the Count's vast pos- 
sessions and rank ! " 

** I grant you all that, my dear; but 
our present object is- the play ■*- Zara's 
xoyal Tobe^ cannot be had for nothing,^ 

you know you never listened to my 

xo£iinble means of obtaining your wish 
•^-r-'I think I ean engage^ that the Com-c 
jaaissioner will not refuse us, if you wiU 
empower me to say to him, that by thi^' 
time twelvemonth, if nothing better 
p&rs • . . . .mind my if — Petcalf shall 
he rewarded for his constaney." 

" If . •. . Oh, dear me 1 . . . But be^ 
fore tl^s tii^e twelvemonth the Count . • .'*' 

^ Or one of the Glays might ofier> 
^nd in that c^se, my ^ brings you oflT 
safe with your father "" — 

*^ Well, then, Mamm,a, upon condition* 
Ihf^t you wili promise me, upoja jwct 
word, you wiU lay ^ marked emphasis 
Yipon yov^r if - ^ • I bjslieve,. for Zara's- 
s«ke, 1 m^st'' — 

^^ I knew yoiji iroold bebaive ^at l^slf 
like a sensible gi^V' ^^4 Mn. F^eooer 
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ril go and speak to yotsur fatker di^ 
rectly' 

Mrs. Falconer thns &irly gained her 
point, by setting OeorgianaV passion for 
dress a^nst ber passion for Count Al* 
teoberg; and having, moreover, mider 
false pretences, extorted from tbe young 
lady many pr<3«Dises to keep her temper 
prudently, and to be upon the best terauft 
possible with her rival ; the moth^ 
went away^ perfectly satisfied with h&f 
(fwn address. 

The fatbei* wa^ brought to fertarm 
his part, not without difficulty — Cartel 
blanche foi* Zara's :sentimental blue meA 
|>ridal white robes, was obtaixied, silver 
fringe and peark inclnsjive — The trium-^ 
phant Zara rang for the fa^e con&dajste 
^f her late distresses -r- Lydia Sjbarpe re- 
entered with the four dresses upon safe .? 
but she atul her guine^^, and the most 
honorable appraiser^^ all wexe tveatodi 
with becoming scorn — And a9 hfSim 
cAneyed her yo«ing la^y'i^ wders to* replace 
%^ clotbea in her wsMrdj-oh^ and bcmt 
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to think of them more, they suddenly 
rose in value in her estimation, and she 
repented that she had been quite so 
much of an extortioner. She knew the 
difference of her mistress's tone, when 
disappointed or successful, and- guessed 
that supplies had been obtained by. some 
means or other — " New dresses, I smell, 
are the order of the day,'* said Lydia 
Sharpe to herself — " But I'll engage she 
will want me presently to make them up 
— So I warrant I won't come down off 

my high horse till I see why." ^^ Miss 

Georgiana Falconer, Ma'am, I beg par- 
don — you are the mistress — I meant 
only to oblige and accommodate when 
ealled upon — but if I'm not wanted . . . 
I'm not wanted — and I hope ladies will 
find them that will be more abler and 
willinger to serve them." 
: So saying, half flouncing^ half pout-> 
ing, she retired': — .Her young mistress^ 
aware that* Lydia's talents and expedi- 
tious performance^ as a mantna-maker 
and ^ milliner, were essential to the &p* 
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pearance of Zara, suppressed her own 
resentuient^ snbmi<tted to her maid's in^- 
^olence,^ and brought her into humor 
again that night, by a present of the fa- 
mous white satin. 

In due time, consequently, the Turk- 
ish dresses were in great forwardness—*— 
Lest we should never get to the play, 
we forbear to relate all the various fret- 
tings, jealousies, clashing vanities, and 
petty quarrels, which occurred between 
the actresses and their friends^ during 
the getting up of this piece and it's re- 
hearsals. — We need mention only, that 
the seeds of irreconcilable dislike were 
sown at this time between the Miss Fal-* 
coners and their dear friends, the Lady 
Arlingtons — There was some difficulty 
made by Lady Anne about lending her 
diamond crescent for Zara's turban ; 
Miss Georgiana could never- forgive this 
r-: And Lady Frances, on her part, was- 
provoked, beyond measure, by an order 
from the Duke, her uncle, forbidding 
her to appear on the stage-*— She. had 
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some reason to suspect that this order 
came in conseqmence of a treacherous 
paragraph in a letter of Geoi^iana's to 
Lady Trant, wliich went round, through 
Lady Jane Granville, to the Dnke, who^ 
otherwise, as Lady Frances observed, " in 
the midst of his politics, might never 
have heard a word of the matter.'* 

Mrs* Falconer had need of all her 
power over the muscles of her face^ and 
all her address in these delicate and diffi-^ 
cult circumstances ■ Her daughter 
ArabeBa, too ! — was snllen, the young 
lady was subject to her brother John*» 
fits of obstinacy. For some time she 
could not be brought to undertake the» 
part of Selima5 and no other Setima wa^ 
to be had. — -* She did not free why she 
sbomld condescend to play the confidante 
for GeorgiaoaV Zara — Why she was to* 
he sacrificed to her sister ! and Sir Ro-- 
bert Perey^ her tidmirer, not even to be 
isivited^ because the ether Percys were to 

^^ Mrs. Falconer plied her well wkh» 



PATRONAes;. '89 

flattery^ tbran^Coloiiel Spandrill ; and, 
4if last^ Arabella was pacified by a pro- 
rHiide^ tliat the following week ** Lov^ 
in a Village," or " The Lord of the 
Manor" -^— should be acted, in which she 
should choose her part, and in which 
her voice and musical talents would be 
brought forward, — and Sir Robert Percy 
and his friends should be the principal 
auditors . 

Recovered, or partly recovered from 
her fit of the suUens, she was prevailed 
upon to say, she would try what she 
could do in Selima. 

The parts w^ere learnt by heart ; the 
dresses, after innumerable , alterations^ 
finished to the satisfaction of the heroei 
and heroines of the drama. 

Their quarrels^ and the quarrels of 
their friends and of their servants, male 
and female, were at last hushed to tem- 
porary repose, and — the great, the im- 
portant day arrived. 

The preceding evening, Mrs. Falconer, 
as she sat quite exhausted in the green 
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fiity, which interested every body in her 

favor. Count Altenberg, who had 

anxiously expected the moment of her 
arrival, was, however, upon his gaard. 
Knowing that he was watched by Mrs. 
Falconer's friends, he was determined 
that his secret thoughts should not be 
«een. — One involuntary glance he gave, 
but imxoediately withdrew his eye, and 
continued his conversation with the gen- 
tleman next to him. After a few mo- 

• • • 

ments had elapsed, he could indulge 
himself in looking at Caroline unob- 
served, for the gaze of public admiration 
is as transient as it is eager. It is eur- 
|>risiQg how short a time any fece, how- 
ever beautiful, engages numbers, who 
meet together to be seen. 

The audience were now happily full 
of themselves, arranging their seats, and 
doing civilities to those of their friends 
who were worthy of notice. 

" Lady Trant ! won't your Ladyship, 
sit in the front row ?" 

^^ J*ax vastly well, tbanlc^ou.*" 
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*^ Lady Kuew, I am afraid you won'^ 
see over my head." 

" Oh ! I assume you . . . perfectly . . ♦ 
perfectly ..." 

^^ Coloiisl Spandrill, FU troiible you . * • 
lay. shawl ..." 

" Clay, lend'meyoiir operar^gjasa. — ^-^ 
Mow did you leave all at Bath ? " 

" Tm so glad that General PetcalPs 
^at in his stomach did not carry him 
off — for yo»ng Petcalf could not have 
acted, you know, to night.— — ^Mrs. Har- 
coort is trying to catch your eye, Lady^ 
&ew." 

All tho9e who vR&re neiv to the theatre. 
Bi: Falconer-Court^ or who wer^e not in- 
timate with the family, were in grp^t 
aa»ety to iiifol^m tibeonejalyesf oui oueim-- 
part^nt poiqt^ hefore t^e pri^jogue sliou}4> 
begin. — Stretching to t^ps^o who w^r^g, 
or. ImA^ repatlflipn o^ being good^ an- 
tbarilieis, they askisid ifi.Wtl|i^pQr3> 

'f I>ot yott. U^QW if tlj^rei is, tq^be aRy^ 
<%|>Ulg: ofe bjHHk? ^ Cw J^\^ tpll j»fi 
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whether it is allowable to say ahj 
thing ?•• 

It seems^ that at some private theatres 
loud demonstrations of appldusewere for- 
bidden. It was thought more genteel 
to approve and admire in silence, thus 
to draw the line between professional 
actors and actresses, and gentlemen and 
lady performers. Upon trial, however, 
in some instances, it had been found, that^ 
the diflference was sufficiently obvious, > 
without marking it by any invidious dis- 
tinction. Young and old amateurs have* 
acknowledged, that the silence, however 

genteel, was so dreadfully awful, that 

they preferred even the noise of vulgar^ 

acclamations. 
The cup of flattery was found so sweety ' 

that objections were no longer ipade to- 

swallowing it in public. « 

The overture finished, the prologue, » 

which was written by Mr. Seebright^. 

was received with inerited applatl^e. 

And, after a buz of requests and * pro*- 
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mSses for' copies, the house was silent-^ 
the curtain drew up, and the first 
s^pearance of Zara, in the delicate 
sentimental blue satin, was hailed with 
{Audits, long and loud -— plaudits which 
were reiterated at the end of her first 
speech, which was,' indeed, extremely 
well recited. Count Altenberg leaned 
forward, and seemed to listen .-withi 
delight ; then stood up, and several 
times renewed his plaudits, at first with 
an appearance of timidity, afterwards, 
with decision and energy. Misd Geor-t 
giana Falconer really played uncom- 
monly well, so that he could, without 
flattery, applaud : aond if he did exag^-^-^. 
rate a little in the expression of his ad^ ' 
miration, he deemed it allowd>le. Hei 
had another object. He was absolutely) 
determined to see whether or not Ckro* ' 
liDewas capable of the mean passions,* 
which had disgusted him in her rival. * 
He reflected, that he had s^n her only^* 
when she waS trhimphant j and he wa!^' 
anxious to know how she would appear 
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in different circumstances^ Of her higb 
intellectual endowments^ he could not 
doubt, but temper is not always a Uess^ 
ing given to the fair, or even to the wise. 
It may seem strange that a gallant man 
should think of a beauty's* temper ;> and, 
probably, if Count Altenbei^ had con- 
sidered Caroline only: as a beauty, Iw' 
would not have troubled himself to make^ 
on this pointy any severe and dangerous 
scrutiny. — 

The play went on— ^Zara sustaining 
the int^est of the scene. She was but 
feebly supported by tl)e Sulky Selim^fc, 
and the other parts were but ill per^- 
formed. •— ~ The faults commop. to uti- 
pificttsed actors occurred. •— One of Os- 
man's aims never moved, and the othen 
sawed the air pei^tually, as if in . pur& 
despltf of Hamlet'^^ pixiliibiticm. Tben^ 
in crossing over, Osman was QontinuAUyi 
eotiuigled in Zara'3 mbe, or, wH^i: sten<l-' 
iQg still, slie was. oUiged, to. twttijti.her 
Ualii thrite before ^bet oonld get it f»m 
biBMiii bisi baden feefe -<*• Wh^n^ei^fi- 
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^lent tb&t be^ c^ttld mpert ^ fl^eedh flu- 
eal|y»i>hQ.wft3:apt to ton l»is badU ojibn 
hM; utirtrcdSr «r idien iid ftlt }Axsi¥ki* 
€a)lb4. upoh to listen tehi? tdistre^is, lie 
waiM l^^gnUfly torn \m fauU vpon <lMi 
^H)^e1iee.~^Bnt aH these aate defedts jtot^ 
mitted I>y the license of a prirato tbeatre^ 
allowable by courtesy to gentlemea 
actors; and things. Went on as well as 
coold be expected. — Osman had not his 
part by.bflarti hue stitt ZailBk co¥CMd ill 
4eficieQ4ie&. And Osmdn did wr wlirsa 
tib$W:9the;iF Qsmaw.had dnwde before bin^; 
tm-t^ i;a«ii8 (o liw lobg i^edoh, begitinitig 

witbi 

» » 

•««Tbe* Sultans, my great anoestorq, bequea^h'd 
'^etr etti^ite to ide, but tlieir ttt^s tbe^ gave 

I^bweirinl promting got him . through 
the first six lines decently enongji, till be 
came to 
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: : .'. •'^Istliig tenderness In wilcTprbfusip'n, 
I^ migMt fedk^dMn to' my stirfotind^d HtK, ^ 
AJid'UfssaoQtendvftg beauties.*' 

VOL. in* F 
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At this he bungled sadly *-^ bis hearing 
suddenly failing as well hs his memory^ 
there was a dead. stop. * * » In vnin the 
pron^pter, the scene-^shifiier, the. Candle* 
snuffer^ as loud as they could, i^id much 
louder than they ought, reiterated the' 
next sentence, ' . 

^ ' \ ' > •.:i: 

" I might speaky 

Serenely slothful.'* ^ 



1 i 



it' w^ pUiii tfiat Osnaan could not 
speak, nor was he ^^ feerene." — ^He had 
begun, as in dangers gi'eat he wks Wtint, 
te kick bis. left ancle-bone ra^lywitb 
his right heel; and through the -pomp 6F 
Osms^n's oriental robes and turban, 
young Pet calf stood confessed. -*^ He 
thyew back an angry look at th6 promp- 
ter, — Zara, terrified, gave up 4II for lost. 
-^The two lady Arlingtons recreated 
behind the scenes to laugh. The polite 
audience struggled, not to smile. Count 
Altenberg at this moment looked at Ca* 
roline, who, instead of joining in the 
laugh, showed by her countenaoce and 
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manner the most good natared sym* 
patby. 

Zata^ recovering her presence of mind, 
swept across the stage in such a manner, 
as to hide from riew her kicking Snltan ; 
and as she passed, she whispered the 
line to him so distinctly, that he caaght 
the soand, left off kicking, went on with 
his speech, and all was well again. 
Count Altenberg forgot to join in the 
cheering plandits, he was so inuch 
charmed at that instant by Caroline's 
smile. ' r. 

Fortunately for Zara, and for the au- 
dience, . in the next scenes the part of 
Lusignan was performed by a gentleman ' 
who had been treli used to acting ^^^' 
though be was not a man of any extraor- 
dinary capacity, yet, from his habit of- 
the boards, and his being perfect in his^ 
part, he now seemed quite a superior 
person. It was found unaccountably 
easier to act with this son of labor, thaa 
with any other of the gentlemen per- 

F 2 
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foriuerS| , though they were all nataraL 
geniuses. — 

The laoxoent Zara appeared with Ln- 
«igpa&, her ])Qwer« shone forth — nothing 
spoiled the illusiooj, the attention of t\i^ 
audieiice was fixed^ their interest was 
sustained^ thdr feelings touched. The 
exercise of the jfan ceased in the frjon^, 
rows, glasses qf lemonade were held nn- 
tasted^ and nobody consulted the*playr 
hill.i — Excited by success, sympathy, and 
dp)f)i,9MP ^« inost flattering, Zara went 
on with increasing eclat« 

Meanwhile the Percy family, who 
^^re qqite intent apon the play, began 
to fijhd their ^itaatipn disagreeable froni 
some noise Ipehind the scenes* A par^ 
ojf ladies^ apoong whom was Lady Frances 
Ading^in, stoqd whispering so loud close 
tg CiuroUn^, that their voices were heard 
by her more distinctly than those pf the. 
Actors, l^y Fraqceji stpo4 hidf hid be- 
t]veeB the side scenes, holding a little 
v*itp dog iB her arms- 



'^ Umh f •• crfed hw Ladysfep, pattfeg, 
Ikcr fingers on her lip9-^ Her companions 
became sflent instantlj. The house was^ 
itow in profound! attention. Zara was* iti 
the midst of her favourite speech --- 

^ HqM yoo IrarR a^%, «!bd opMi alii miy li«irt ? 

I dp Do)t -* cannot ^ wiah to Ipye yt^u )e9» ; 
That, long before yog looked <o low as Zara, 
She save her heart to Osman^' — 

* - * • ■ ' • . . 

At the name of Ostnan^ the dog started 
and struggled : Lady Frances appeared to 
riestrain him^ hut he ran on the stage— ^ 
leaped upon Zara— and^ at the repedtibn 
of the name of Osman, sat down on his 

' ' - ' ■» 

hind legs^ begged with hi^ forepaws^ and 
began to whine in such a piteous manncir^ 
that the whole audience were oil t^e brink 
of laughter. Caroline sprang forward, 
caught the dog in her arms^ and carried 
him off the stage. Count Altentierg, no 
longer master of himself^ clapped his 
hands^ and the whole house resounded 
with applause. Miss Georgiana Falconer 
misunderstood tlie cause of the plaudits—- 



imagiQed that she was encorec^— K:a$t dt>wn 
her eyes — ^and^as soon as there was silence, 
advanced^ and recommenced her speech ; 
of which Count Altenberg did not hear 
one word. 

This malicious trick had been contrived 
by Lady Frances Arlington^ to revenge 
herself oi^ Miss Geoi^iana Falconer^ for 
having prevented her from taking apart 
in the play. Her Ladyship had, in the 
coui^Sd of the rehearsahj privately drilled 
her dog to answer to the name oiOsmarij 
when ihc^t name was pronounced in Zara's 
trajgic.toiie. The dog had b^en, kept out 
of the Way^ till Zara was in the middle 
of that speech^ in which she calls repeat- 
edly on the onme of Osman. Thi« trick 
had been so well contrived^ that all^ but 
those who were in the secret,, imagined 
that the appearance of the dog, in this 
nnlucky moment, had been accidental. 
The truth b^gan, indeed^ to be soon whis^ 
pered in confidence. 

/ But to return to Count Altenberg. At 
the commencement of the play, when 
the idea of trying Caroline's temper had 
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occurred to bim^ he had feh some anx- 
iety, lest all the high expectations he had 
formed^ all the brigfat enchantment, 
should vanish. — In the first act, he had 
begun by joining timidly in the general 
applause of Zara, dreadiilg lest Caroline 
should not be blessed with that temper, 
which could bear the praises of a riysd 
" with unwounded ear." Bat the Count 
applauded with more confidence in th^ 
fiecond act, during jthe third was quite at 
his ease, aud in the fifth, could not foTr ' 
<give himself for havif^g supposed /it posai^ 
ble^ that Caroline jcould h^ liable to anj 
9f the foibles of her sex. 

In the mean time Miss" Georgiapa Fal^ 
coner^ in high spirits^ intoxicated with 
Yanityi was persuaded that the Count 
had returned tp his senses; and so littte 
did she know of his character^ or of t^e 
human heait, as to expect thj^t ' a dcr ' 
claration.of love would soon follow this 
public profession of .admiration. Suclji 
iras the confusion of her ideas, that she 



W9» conMeM Zaira was om the fmat b£ 
fe^omiag^^ Coimtfss df Altcnberg. 
. Aftmv flbe play was owtVy and a tiiout- 
jgaiid fioitt|ilimeBits had been paid and 
loeraivfd ; most tX tbrn cempany called for 
ibeiiir carriages. The honse emptied f^s^t 
itbefw remaiiiedioiily a select party^ wbo 
w«r* to fitaf copper- They soon irdjouFQ^ 
tid to 1:fae gfieeti room to repeat ^eir fri* 
kttte of affiaw^ to tbe ^ctots. — High ih 
the itii)}st 6tood Sf i^e Gedr^atia Fako^er; 
reedfittg kliisenae from- a «srb^ of adoi^ 
«i8;^«r- As^ Coppt Altenberg appMacfa^d; 
4i>^ ttftiiiBed a kiiglii^hig f&t ^i Bokmstm 
and sensibility. Tbe X-^xxBi 6aid all ' tbat 
cbiilld i«s«$b»a^]y ^ be expected; ' but* tiis 
lX)mp)fHieiit^ did not 'seem quite to satisfy 
the lady. She was in hopes ifc^t he Was 
going to sfty Something more to fier taste^ 
^triien French Clay pressed forward, which 
he did wMi an air neither French tibr 
English.— *He protested, that he could not 
have conceived it possible for the'pbwei*s 
of any actress npon earth to interest hini 
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for tbe English Zara^ *^ but yoo. Ma'- 
dam/ said he, *^ have done the impossi- 
ble. — And now I should die content, if 1 
could see your genius do justice to ZaSre. 
— How you would shine in the divine ori- 
ginal, when you could do such wonders 
for a miserable translation.** 

Several gentlemen^ and amdnrg others 
Mr. P^rcy^ would not afldx^ tfiat the 
Cnglish translation deserved^ to be calfed 
iiiiseral^fe. — ** The wrong side of thi 
tapestry We cannot expect should be. qmt^ 
equal to the' right side/* safd he ;' ** Vol- 
taire pointed out a i^W odd ends Itieri and 
tfiere, t^hich disfrgrtred the Work, and re- 
quired to be cut ofT; but upon tfie wh^'ole, ' 
if I recollect, he was satisfil^d with the 
piece, and complimented' Mr. Hill upon 
having preserved the general desigfi; spi- 
rit^ . and simplicity of the original.^ 

** Mere politeness mMdeT^oltdlr'd'?^ 
replied French- th% '^ but^' in efl^cti 
Xwe is absolutefy incaipatils of any 'ffiing- 

si 



106 PATRONAGE. 

■ - » ■ 

example, will any body have the goctdness 
to tell me^"^ said be, looking round, ^n4^ 
fixing his look of appeal on Mias Caro* 
line Percy • • • • ^^ how would you trans- 
late the famous ^ Zaire I '--vaus pleurez ! ^ 

'^ Is not it translated ? ** said Caroline^ 
** by ^ Zara ! you weep! ' '*— 

^^ Ah! pai^donwz nm!'* cried Freadi 
Clay, with a shrug meant to be Fremeh^ 
but which English shoulders could iiot 
cleverly exe^ftptt — . " .^A pardonneZf! 4o 
my e^irs now that says npthing/' 

^^ To Qur feelings it said a great deal 
just now,'* said Caroline, looking at Zarn 
in a. manner which, ^ifiss lost upon her feel* 
ings, but not upon Count Altenberg^s. 

" Ah, indubitably I admit," cried Mr. 
Clay, ^^ La beauts est taujours dans sm 
pag/s, and tears fortunately need no trans- 
lation,*— but when we come to words, 
you will allow me. Ma'am, that the lan- 
guage of fine feelijig is absolutely un- 
trawlateable, untransjwible.'\ * 

Caroline seemed to wish to avQid being 



4TBwn forWffcrd to fiirther discussioti, but 

■ ■ 

Mr. Clay repeated, ^n a tone of soft con- 
descension-— ' 

^^Yoof silence flatters me with the 
hope, Ma^am, that we agree ? '• 

Caroline could not submit to this inr 
ferpretation of bet silence, and blnshin^, 
Imt witfhoiit being dil^oiicerted, she an* 
fiwered, that she bad always beatd, and 
Idelieved, k was the test of true feeling, 
«s of true wit, that it can be easily un- 
derstood, and that it's language is nni- 
versal« 

« If I had ever doubted that truth,'' 
«aid Count AltenBerg, ** I should have 
been convinced of it by what I have seen 
and heard this night.*^ * ' 

Miss Georgiana Falcfoher bowed het 

• » - * • • 

hiead gracions^ly to the Count, and smiletl 
and sighed* . Lady - Frances Arlington^ 
and Rosamond, smiled' at the same mo* 
ment, for they pcTc«iVed*^by tie oniveT'^ 
fial language of the eye, — that what Count 
Altenberg said was ndtiotended for the 



h^f, wMo tmhk so ^Qi^4^7 ;tp 1ifli»^. 
Tbi« WW. tiie «epoi)d t^v(» t))i8.«jgM> 't^M^ 
Miss G^oi^iana Falconer's ■ v^a^ ha^ 
i^rctp^^te^ tOaUw^ 4,99tltpHill««t,- in 
which she bsvdiDP' $hjw0.' Yeti 6v^ «! 
this fi(9aMnt» wlMch, us. sh« «<)i9f9«iiv^, 

wa? a wfiuMflt <rf triaippi); whil« »fc« wm 

fjr.me yi^,viIwfiAe4 in; W en/rsE^ sb« lj^% 
a<|gP¥h Ht pei!«iivJ«g.jyM^i^W3ewty.«f ^ 

for not being envious. 

H^fr F«i^o^»e;r, skUIf4 VI Wfi'J tflni'of 
kV[ idfugbfcar'^ temper* wlijcfe 4«9 w*» 
WW- ^)ige0 to fpU/W wM bviptVer W 4^JP* 
teroBsly to coonteritcfiilf^tit sh/wH roifip 
^, ff^mfi^ ^<f^ ^ estab^^.Hi«?»«k ^v| |he 

i^^f^j^j fi^the, attwtiiain .^„tl^c«upn 
j^iji^l ijj!(jn, tJie.J?^afl^.of ;bfar, 6n^n 9^ 



£ie9itili:Cla7, as ^h^ had foreseeojc taol| 
lip i tlM WOfid, and talked of velvets tiU 
l«pjper was anooDfioed. — 
^ Wfem Mr$. F^<^aii0? att^xided Lad]f 
X'ten^ sm^ Uidy K,€iw to i*^ rooms, a 
pMai«liAlcop£M^ hfW in La4y 

Xraol'S'^aiMIUMQt, ;W)»I$|«^ ^f poOl^c, in 

A|iAi^a «i^ toUiiA^ ^t«m'the .^eni^. 4^ tli^ 
^|i, an^ifif. Miw q^A0i^.]l#c>JMteii^ 
to ti^ js p i h ^ * ;of in gftp»rat ft»€lfty^ ? .31^ay 

^o^[^ffts|oo^ wbM^. i$»r#.|^ iB4d« 
tioAfi^' Sli»e p|»fcwjtv^ " fW wa» pqsiiiivcK 
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informed young nobleman ; and she reaHjr 
rejoiced, tbat, if tier sentiments bttd 
been • ... as no donbt, by a person of 
bis penetration they must - have been dis-* 
covered^ Count Akenberg had • tnkl^n the 
bint livilhout beiiig offended. Indeed she 
had felt it a point of conscienee' to Ut 
the truth be seen time enough, te p^evwt 
his ooniing to^ downright proposal^ ^d 
having the' mortification of kn absolnte 
refusal. -r-Othepmotherii, she knew, might 
feel diferently about giving a daioght^r to 
a foreigner, und other ydung ladiiss miglrt 
fifeel diflferently from her Oeorgianat -^-^ 
Where there was so great 'aH'-efitfibli^li-* 
ment in prospect, and rai^k^ fafid^'fasftiM)^ 
and figm^,) id 6ay pothing of tulehtsj ti 
<;ould4iardly be^exp^cted> th^tmth teftt^ 
tatioHs «^hbuld be resisted in a 4ri^#«mj^ 
m%,' where vt wassir^^iy'^'eiitable^ wsA 
indeed necessary to* get a slaughter maiu 
ried without a portion.'^ -Mrs* FsAcem^ 
decia^ed^ '^^that on-^^^ry account slW 
sSiMld' rejoice^- if AingS' should -happen i» 
turn out s^; Hie^ pr^smt Direct ifM 



crery way worthy, aad cbarmiog. Sti^ 
was a young lady for whom, even froiw 
the little «he had seen of her, she eon- 

> 

fessed 8Jbe felt ancommcmly mter^8ted»— «- 
putting rektioDskip ant of thei qMstion/* 
Thus having with able generalflhip 
•ecured a netreat for herself and Jor 
bear dar^fa^r^ 14r8e Faif^lier retired to 
a'est. 

, £arly the next moroing, Vfie of Lord 
Oldboroigb^a :^ooi^6 brought a tuOte for 
Mr. I^efCf . — Conwaiwipner falcQUfi^p 
^confideatia) servant tocdk ibe note .ii^r 
mediately J u|ii to, hie ^^9ter^s bedobAnxbef^ 
to ipqoire, whether it wpul4 be pmp^r.fp 
waken Mr. Pe;i;cy tp give it;te hm^ or.ti} 
inake the groom wait t^l, Mr« Pfi^fjjt 
should come down\to }\r0Ei^diaBU - oi 
. Tbo Cooiinifsioiiei' «at up in hi|. bed^ 
Tubbed his eyes^ read the djr^etion of tlie 
fiote, many tig|es,t|ima.{L.an4 ireti^ittted' it^ 
«idr diejofed .to see the .man who faf0«ight 
it.-^Tlie groom.waa shpvi^ in. . 



, «,How,JB,myItptd>,gput?r / . r.^i 

^* (Q«»»*p *«M* -ki^rr-w ;^-«pd wa?- ^ 



yesterdtcf m tKc^ pa^fi,— boift a ^ofseBaft 
•Widafodt" ' 

■ *• I am- TCTy Iii)>p^ to h'efar ft, Ati 
pray clid any dtopMbtt^s tome last night 
from Towft, can fbttltfr, sir r'^'-^ 

** I really ftant parif €alarly say. Sir, — 
I was out with the fiortfesT'-i — — 

* Btit? ahowt thi^ ndtc^*' said' flrfe Cdini 



missioner. ' 

itie resrft' of t!B6^ ' ctos* examrriation' 
that Mldwed gare tef^son ta bdH^e^ that 
the note eontained'aft invitation toi)reak<- 
fiist^ *^ becatrse he • hatf %^ard !<fr. Rtod^ 
HKy, ttiy Lord's owit gefnfleman,^ t^lf 1%ii- 
Mfiaii whode l^siniis^ it wte to<att«tid' at 
IM^ddbst^y Aaif Italy Lord -woiiM breakfast: 
1^ hlB own room^ and 'espied a fiiend. 
tp breakfast witbhifir/^ 
. *^ Aifri««id--^H6ifrr Wtis tSfere no noto 
W«le^?^— ^*o lA^ageP-*-^^ 
. *No!ifejSii«^ayl'kn6#^ '■ 

*^f^Perf '■ eitrtkdwHriaryf -^--^-^W;^ VO^ 
•oner indhied' to ke<ip tH6 raan*~tilF 
breakfast iiok^y but h^ 'would' 'not be^ 
hifp% h^ hted orders' to - return widi ant 
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msw^r imiAediately, and be ImmI he^^ oii 
tile 6dg6t6 all the time the Commissioner 
had been detaining faim, for Lord Old- 
borough's messengers could not Teature 
to de)ay-^Tbe note was consequently 
deliveTod to Mt» Percy immediately^ and 
Mr. Percy went to breoklAst at Cler- 
mont^Fark. The Comoiiseifvier'H bredfi- 
hat wfs spoiled by the cunoeity this 
kratakion eocciled^ and he was obl^ed to 
oliew green . tea iior die heart-bum with 
goiat diiigeBtt.r*'M(MuiMme the ooaqMHiy 
vmre: all tmlhing the }day*o9W^and ^Mrer 
aga&B,' till at ka*^ s^hea even Zaisa ap 
pftarad satiated with ^ eubgeet, the eott^ 
¥er88ti<>n die^ergefcl a little to other topioB. 
f^ Unlooktiy French Clay usurped so 
harg^ a pocf:ioa of ^aittpntion, that Couttt 
Altenberg's n>ioe was^ for . some tme^^ 
scarciely heard-~Tbe contrast was striking 
between a Teally well bred polishcfA 
foreigner^ and a roan, who, baying l^pt 
bad company abroad, and having formodi' 
himeelf on a few bad models, preseiitisd 
an exaggerated imitatian of those mk^ 



Wf re rhUcnloua, d^ested, or unkntrwni 
in good sociaty at Pam*;. ludd wbom 
th^ nation wwld , utterly disclaim as rer 
preseatatives. of their morals or mik&r 

ners.*- ^At.this period o( tbeir acquaint-^ 

anoe. with Coudt Alt^nbergi ^eVery cir-r 
cpm^taiH^e.wkich drevr out his .ehaistcter^ 
t9$te$^ and opinions, was interestiog to th«^ 
Percy tiunily inigeneral, -and in k p&rtsctt-? 
lar t0 CaroUae, . .The. most commknoK 
pUce.and disagreeaUe characters oftcAi 
promoted this puipose^ and thus, mi^^ 
forded mea»8 of afnueioeiit^ and mntw 
rials. for >ofecliQd[Yv^--rTqiv»rdar the eiMt i^ 
Wedk&fliti^ the nentspapeis . were broogfa^ 
ift *r~ 3?het CoBttmssioner, . who had wonv 
dved frequently what .could make them 
so late;^ sensed upon ithe goveiiamenti 
pi4>er dire€tly> which he pocketed and 
i^ired^ after handiug other newspapo^ 
tQ Cbupt AJt^nberg, Hud t<^ the Mr/ 
Clafs.^r- English CJay, ^€*titig down his: 
H&ell . sugared cop ,^f tea, jt^aviag ,a 
happily prepared morsel of ham and 
\mwi and hotter on his platei turned hin 
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back upon the ladies^ and cooifortably 
settling himself with his arm over- fats 
chair, and the light fall upon London 
Tkei^Sf began to read to himself-^ Count 
Alteuberg glanced at Continental nem, as 
he unfolded his paper^ but instantly tumid 
to Gazette Estraor^dimtyi which he laid 
before Mrs. Falcbper. She requested 
hiai» if it tf^as not too/ much trouble^ to 
read it aloud — . « I hope my. foreign rao- 
cetit will not tnakA it uninfelliglble>'^ 
•said he^ and without iurther preface, or 
cotU^idering ;AoiP;]i^ wHs td!a{^pear iriny* 
^f^ he obeyed.— riThm^h he had ntit a 
perfectly £Inglisb attent/ he dtowi^d tfaast 
he had a thoroughly Edglish hearty by 
Uie joy and pride. ha took in feadiiq; ai 
account of a great vlotory. 

English Clay turned '.routd upon his 
chair, and setting his l^xus a kiinbo^ with 
the newspaper still last m his hand, as^ 
his elbow Bticking oyt ^itoss X<»ady Ahm 
Arlingtoa;,: sat facing the Count, aod 
lis^enipg to him wi'tti :a lipok of aoi^prise— ^ 
u IV Why, d-^'^m'me, but: )1cni'fe» a gciai 



fellow after dl ! " — eitclaimed hte,— — 
'^ tboQgh yoo are not an Englkb- 
man I** 

^ By the niother*8 «kfe, I mi. Sir/* 
lepiied Coont Altenberg.-**^^ I may boast 
tliat I am at least half an finglishman/' 

^^ Half, h better than the whole/' said 
French Clay, scomfially* — 

^ By the Lord, I eovld hKTe sworn, 
hk mother, or some of his blood, T^g- 

lish/Verted English Clay '' I beg 

yonr pardon, Ma*am-— *lraid I aiinojf: 
yonr Lafiysbip?'' added he, percehiafe 
that the Lady Anne haughtily retreated 
from his ofiendiog elbow. *— — 

Then sensible of having eommitfed 
lum^elf by his sodden bnr$t of feelings 
he coloured alt over, iock np Bis tea^ 
4rank as if he wished to hide his face for 
ensr in tiie ctip,-^recoTered hi^ bead with 
nrighty elfort — turned ronnd again to his 
MW^aper, and was cold and sUent as be«^ 
fere. ■ ' His brotlter meatiwhile was, or 
afiected to be, more intent npon some 
MM fiicfA, that he was preparing fc^hiia** 



PATRONAGE. 1 17 

«eU> than tqK>a tbe fata of the ann^ and 

navy of Spaiu or England* RMog 

from the breakfa&t table be went into tbe 
adjoining rooiHy and threw biipself at fall 

length upon a sofa Lady Franoe$ Ar- 

lingtoB^ who detested politics^ immedi-* 
ately followiod, and l^d the way to a worikf 
table^ roand which the ladies gathered^ 
and formed themselves in a few minntes 
into a coipmittee of dressj all speaking at 
once; Count Altenberg went with the 
ladies put of the br/s^kfast room^ where 
English Clay would have been hf^ppy to 
have remained alone, but b^ing inters 
rupted by the entrance of tife servants^ 
be could not eiijqy p^aqeable p^sseasipn, 
and he was compelled a)Bo to fit^Uow : -— 
^ttiug ^ ^ a^ h^ could froi^ the female 
committee^, he. tocj^ Petcalf into a wiar 
4pw to talk of horseSji and f ommenced a. 
h^sto^y of the thousand colts of ReguluSy 
and of the plates tiiey; Ijiad won — 

French Cia^y^ risiug ftptn th^ sofa, afid 
ifliufirting his cravat ^t a looking-glass^, 
cs^elessly. 6ai<|» acktressipg himfielf to 
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CMoite^ I heard you say somettiiRg afjotit 
public feeKngfii. Now, I do not compre* 
bend predsely wbat is meant by public 
feelings ; for my part I am liree to confes^^ 
that I have none.'* 

" I certainly must hare expressed 
myself ill/* replifed Count Altenberg — 
'^ I should have ^aid love of our coun- 
try.- 

Mrs. Percy, Rosamond, and Caroline, 
escaped from the committee of dress, 
Were now eagerly listening to this con* 
versation. 

" And if you^ had; M. • le Comte, I * 
niight en philosopke have been permitted - 
to ^sk," replied French Clay, " what is 
love of our country y but a. mere prejudice 9- 
-—•And to ft person of an emancipated. 
mind that word^ays volumes. As-^ 
auredly M. le Comte will allow, and 
must feel well, that no prejudice eve** 
was or can be useful to mankind.'^ 

The Count fully admitted,- that uti- 
lity is the best human test by which all 
sentiment, as well as every thing else, . 
Can be tried ; but he observed, '^ tha^' 
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Mr. Clay had not yet proved lofe of cmr 
country to be a useless or pemtdo«s 
principle of action* And by his own 
argnment, if it can be proved to he. 
usefnl^ it should not be called in the 
invidious sense of the Wofd^ a prejnw i 
dice* .... 

•*' True — But tbe^ hb6r of tbeprbbf 
fortunately rests with you, M« te Comte^*' * 
Coudt Altei^bergi ai&sti^ed in Frenbh^r 
speakfng i»ery Tsipidlyi ; V 



'.•I 



/ ^^ ii is a^labor salved me ibrtnniBtely, h^ 
the recorded experience of all history, bf^ 
the* testimony lof the Msest, and th^ best 
in ail cdcmtries ancient and moderD-^All* 
agree I ki iproclasmiikg^.lovo of our ^attAry 
to b^ one^of the^most^ow^ul^ niostt^iii 
manent motives to good and greal ^iin^si^y 
-^The most expand! v^ etevatin^prindple * 
-~ elevating without ida¥lger,-^<eirpattsiM' 
without waste. -^ The principle' to wbith 
the legislator looks for th« pres^i-vative 
against eorraptioii in spates ; *-* to whioli 
the moralist turns fdr thfeamtklote against 
selfishness in individcials-^Recoll^^jname 
any great character aneitot or modem 



4 W 
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Is notl^ve of bistOottntryQde of his^ytil'- 
tttwJ-^-^Cftn.jKJU^raw: • * . Can.yott con-, 
ceive a -. greait >ohliracter — A great or a 
go6d chak'dcter^ — ^or eyen a safe member:, 
of aooiety^*^ WUbontf it, a man hM^ 
loose upon , Mi^itty, as yoKir own Bailee 
says . . . ." 

"Ah I U. h Comtel" cried Clay, 
shiinktiig mUk aflfected horror^ ^-^ '^ I ft^ 
pBiity I [sm yAsA I h^v9 hnmgbt np0n 
myself; after Burke will come Gkxopo^ 
and. after Ckdro all Home, .Gaithage, 
Athens^ LbcedctmoQ* -^ Ob 1 ; sfiare me T . 
siBM I was. a sc&ool hoy, I omtiAMwn 
sl^fm^ tbolo naoMs ; — Ah ! M. k Gomtei, 
de |^?Me!»*^l knole I.hajre pat: myself 
in thfitwm to ha hoi^ped alive vndeit.a loiid 
o£ qttottttims/" . 

Die ; Goftnt> with that good humoi^ 
unhidi dtaappoiiits ridicule, siailed^ and 
dlec^bed.bis edtteisiaaiit-^ 
^ <^U<tbem Q4t «. kind of eaibbu^almy-' 
sftid Mrs, Eepcy;, "which jia wn^cfg&sftryi 
tf^Yirtoe as togeniua?*' , ,,;:, 

Frepch Claf sb4pk his he^d.*rr'f Me 
wasr floury taidii^c.frQm' A l^yia; as ^ gal- 
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lant man, he knew he wis wrong^ but n 
a philosopher he cobM not patronke en^ 
thasiasm. It was the business he'appre^ 
hended of philosophy to Correct* and ex* 
tinguish ehthnsiasfli.** . ■ 

*^ 1 have heard mf brother say,** inJ 
terposed Rosamond/ ^^ that it is a favorite 
maxim of law, that the eilreme of jns- 
tice is the extreme of injo^tiice — perhaps 
this maxim 'may be applied to philoso- 
phy, as wiell as to laiv/* 

^ Why extingaiSh erithaiiasm ? ^ cried 
Caroline; « It is not snrety the busi- 
ness 6f philosophy to extinguish, but td 
direct it. Does not enthusiasm^ well 
directed, give life and energy tb alt that 
is good and great ? '•^ . « - I 

There was to much life and energy m 
C^rdline's' beautiM countenan^re, ' that 
French Clay tras for a moment -sikinCed 
by admti'aftibn. ; « * * . . : y 

*' After > m;^ resumed hey ^^ there is 
dne slight circumstance, 'Whilli p^rsmi^ 
of tedm^ 9houl4 Cbnsi A-r, thttt' the ^vill 
and horrwsof 4r(if ai^^p^c^duced by thii 

VOL. HI. c 



had not more freq«efMt)y tixi^ea. frpm th# 

mjiaw^l! f<MI«|i^i: wfejc^ pru>c«» afd; «»«- 
^IfWri^ftk »ix; iq]|(: tt» ti(l^ for tlje, t^rrito? 
tifvf oif.tl^ii; itH^^^d, thi^l,fr9J9l % Ip- 

IB 

ErHHfh;,Ql»X. bf"^ei \tg a, snjile h^ 
saw on Rosamond's %, d^^ bis 
grOfifid . f^n. % fl?^.. wonse, ^fl, said, 
** 1)Q wj|ftin^,st)f(alp^ of iq^rs, o^ %ejgi> 
c^nqiiljeslif, Ui,^. ^ ^fi^ive. ifsffp, iybfa>e 
fm^sh p^(^, fyom. a<i iJipord. Iqw^qf 
^>r 4^w ar^»t^J,. th^t ia, of oor^ifi 
barriea moantainSf of a ./(^.. ac/h^ ^jf 
«»<»»ii Qll.«tf[ 15oH«ptWM»oC9ld l¥>98«a *nd 

ffilHirctl«$k«flUllfl^<»4)it|«Jl.4?^kfb ^.^QK>s« 
t l i(l >llWflfa r<f;jtft,ft||fe#aiip,tW|d.faiQi|ta.<w4 

win stwid to be cat to piciffMi jilMkrJllie9)> 
r^iks*. th«n, .1{> nsfaw l . to ft, cMq|f«BK>r, 

Aim. folitik «ftdi(u»dmiv«te« jiih««id>kitf 






^ ft. 



ei^f ajg |4»iii«iTies^ of life r^ fi)9|if99||^ 
m^y (fie nmiii^ of tbetf country ioff spi^ 

pay^pSi a4f^f%>^ fevaeir lawr^ 1117 
•st^ajt of wh^t, thyf j^ht hayp bcfef^ m 
t^ b,^^b|i^ fv^inf ' tbfiir childlMKid of ym^ 
sl^PI^^ a^a ^jidttenageniote^ or a iiiet> W 
a cons!tituti^l«-^For my part," C99<:^!odr 
ed Fr/B^h C^y» -"-^ ^M have a^ccn^oi^ 
myself tp gp.;^^bja boiUotn ^f tl^ifgs- I 
l^fLve afprqfondied. I have not flip jSTfu-ei^ 
mj unfleirsMpding to be pavalj/se4.—rrl 
h^ve madp. my, qwi:^ ai|a1ysis of, ha^pl^ 
n^$s,; afi4 fi<u| thai ]^qur l|^Ul;tf«r(f, a^i^ 
i^QHilistsi a^d piitra<»ts W9Q9I4 j^iggj^e mf 
out of coany soljd jpji^ysical cpm6>it8, by 
engaging i|9§ to ^S^ for ^hufUfmf 
wMd^ do i^ nil fngpner i^lgooiL** 

Count Altenberg^ comiteoa^ce h]|if 
fliiflMsd^ with i|idfgpati<>ii, ^ a^^ eoffM 
withi 9»jl^fP9p se?eraj tina<i#. c|iiqHig Mr- 

CljiyV 8|)ee^|k-^j$efiMW ctmr 

fl9?«4 y«J»i Jjer%^ #)|sw«l^: yf^fit^et, 
Pfp$^c#: $o,lie9«m it cpf^taiM> -r^ji 

G 2 
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^bserved^ Mr. Clay had bonnded his 
to, physical comforts — this was reduc- 
log civilized . man, below even, the sa- 
vage^ and nearly to the state of brutes 
-^did Mr. Clay choose to leate out all 
intellectual pleasures — all the pleasures 
of self complacency, self approbation, 
and sympathy? But supposing that he 
was content to bound his happiness, in- 
elegant and low, to such narrow limits. 
Count ^Mtcnberg observed, he did not 
provide for the security, even of that 
poor portion. If he was ready to give 
up the liberty or the free constitution of 
the country in which he resided, ready 
to • live under tyrants and tyranny, 
how could* he be secure for a year, a 
day, even aia. hour, of his Epicurean pa- 
iraaise? 

*' Mr. Clay acknowledged, that/^ in this 
-point of view,- it might be awkward to 
live in a conquered country ; but if a 
man lias talents to make himself agree- 
able to the powers that be^ and money 
in his purse, that can never touch Him^ 
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chacun pour soi — et horn soit qui nud y 
penseJ*^ , 

" Is it in England ? — Oh ! can it be 
in England^ and from an Englishmaq^ 
that I hear such sentiments ! " exclaimed 
Count Altenberg. — " Such I have heard 
on the Continent -—* such we have heard 
the precursors of ihe nun^ disgrace^ de- 
struction of the princes and nations^ (jf 
Europe." . - • 

Some painful reflections or recollections 
seemed to absorb the Count fur a few 
moments. 

*^ Foi cThbnn^te komme et de pkUoso- 
phe!'^ French Clay declared, "that for 
his 6wn part he cared not who ruled or 
how^ who was conqueror^ or what was 
conquered, provided Champagne and 
Burgundy were left to him by the con- 
queror." 

Rosamond '^.thought it was .a pity 
Mr. Clay was not married to the lady, 
who said she *aid hot care what revolu- 
tions happened, as long as she h^d her 



fdHif HSn^km, tiiid her HtiOe g^Hte- ^ 
rards." 

" Ha|)pea irh'St >i«tB/' cdntihued FVench 
<1tf}r/'*I baVe tmi btnfdred tlibtnatid 
"^ili^i, irtk cotttiie^ • as to '^6 ie§t it 
%1jtiite indiflferent to "roe, nWiWlifcr Ettg- 
l^titt fe ckllfed Brtglaiji «*• I^Vkildfe '-J^ 
;fV>ri** ictAcifadfed he, kalk!n^ W 16 %fc 
'«*ott«ii«ee of drt!?s, * ilftfer kH I %a«! 
heard, I recur to my first qaestiom, Whitt 
ifectrdirttjr — ^or, ds peopte tienn it, ttieir 
•irtttiVeltodr 

^* Breathes there the man with soul so dead^ 
WHto never tb'himself has saiiJ, 
^s is wy iw^n, myiiatWc'fatiB ? 
^Wh^i^ fafe^tias tMlife)* \«iflhid biili iMirti'd^ 
cAfibome bis f<MH»lefS'he h«4h4oni'H^' 
If mm wandering on a foreign strepd ? 
If such there be, go mark him well, 
High though his titles, proud his tame. 
Boundless his wealthy as wish can clarm« 

' Thift Wi'etch, concentred all \m Mlf, 
LWtng $b4il .furfetfc fair renown. 
And doubly dying shall go down> 
To the. vile dust from whence he sprung 
" tJnwept^ urihonor^d, ariil unsuug.** 



recolkctidft u4rfht FrehA Ci^f ' sp&^i 
^ lie "^klked Hiv^y, 9, p^Am 6tt^«eid^-^ 
Ctti^olihe aste^d Gdarit AlttolMi^, '¥^ 

fi^r^tiire, ^^f Itb h^ «i^f i^aA SbllM^ 
Lav trf fte^List Wfeslrair' 

The Co^tft mfiHi, WiA rij^ri^y ' '- ' . I 

" « Breathes there Ihe tnaii Wilb soiii'lib beMl| ^ 
Who never to hi mself bbe said,*-^ 

4tiy of those beatitifiil liftes «*-^— ^f * ' 

Caroline blosfbcid.-^ — ^ 

At thi« ijtomfeiit Mi'fe. FaldMidr rettirnh 
ed, and thto^ng & I'^CdDnoitring glctnce 
ronfid tbe toom to see bow tbe coinj)anif 
had disposed of th^mseWes^ wai weA 
pleased to obseWe Ptdnidli Obi)r imnm^ 
bfa the bSck cff iS<^gtay^s'>«hdiJ^'knd 
gWirig fa^r li}s^htfdn{^dtft%diire»atti(ft- 
diikIfl««t%ffi».-*-Tb6l%t^i^6 !|^a4 U^t);t»m- 
erithlhg ti|M)i!R jj^e -ftiafineir ><b JirM^b 'tUb 
cMiractcirs l« ^*ljoW:fc%'Vi|lllgey''UAWr 
"^ %be Ud^ ^ ite^ 'Milfycri*,'^; Bli%tdtt:(bb 
^es^.'^d Afiii (^fab^MbriS^ia^^ 
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not y^t completely determined gn w^iich 
|Hece, or which dress s\\e preferred. She 
.wi^s glad, that the Percys had heen kept 
tfyom this, committee^ because,^ as they 
M&^ tiot:]0 h^ asked to the entertaiwr' 
tAient, it was a subject. she could not dis- 
cuss before them. Whenever they had ap- 
proach(fd the 'table j the young ladies had 
talked only of fs^shious in general ; and 
now, as Mrs. Percy and .Caroline fol- 
lowed by Count A1tc^t}^i*g joiiled them, 
Mrs. Falconer put .asid^. a vpl^n^e of 
plays,, containing. " the Lord of the 
Manor^ &c./' and taking up another 
hook, said something abqut the immortal 
bard to English Clay, who; haf>pened to 
be near her. He replied, 

" J hfitve. every edition of Shakspeare, 
4hat ever wais printed or published, and 
every thing that ever was written about 
.jy^n, gond, f badj or iudifiesent, at Clay- 
Hall. -*- 1 made this a principle, and I 
cthiiik ' every EngSdhman shcfuld -. dp the 
isaifae-rrJ&ur Mn, Voltaire/! ^dded this 
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polite Englishman^ turning to Count Al- 
tenberg, ^* made a fine example of hini- 
self by dashing at our Shakspeare ? '* 

*^ Undoabtedly, Voltaire showed he 
did not understand Shakspeare^ and^ 
therefore^ did not do him justice/' re- 
plied Count Altenbei^. " Even Vol- 
taire had some tinge of national, preju- 
dice^ as well as other men. It was re- 
served for women, to set us in this in- 
stance^ as in many others^ an example 
at once of superior candor^ and superior 
talent.'* 

English Clay pulled up his boots^ and 
with a look of cool contempt, said, 

^^ I see you are a lady's man, Mon- 

• » ... 

sieur. 

Count Altenberg replied^ '^'that if a 

lady's man means an admirer of the fair 

sex, he was prpnd to feel that he deseiv- 

ed that compliment;** and with much 

jvarmth he pronounced such^ a panegyric 

upon that sex, without whom, '^ le com* 

mencement de la vie est sans, s^cdursAe nfi- 

, Ueu sans plaisir^ et la Jin sans consgrnti^ny 

G 5 ' 
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that even Lady Ahnc Arlingtoil raiseli 
her bend from the hand oh which ft re- 
^lined^ and every female eye turned upon 
him with approbation. 

^^ Oh ! what a lover he w^l liiak^^ ft" 
ever he is in love,** cried lad^. Trr^tilces 
Arlington^ who never Vcrnpted sayitf^ 
any thing that came into lier head. --^ *' 
heg pardon^ I believe I have said ^me- 
thing very shocking. — '— Georgiana, my 
dear^ i protest I was 'not th^ihkfng bif . . . 
• • . But what a disturuahce 1 have ihad'e 

k 

amongst all your faces^ ladies — an'd gen-- 
itenien^ repeated her Ladysbfp, todking 
archl]^ at the Count, whose face at tbii^ 
moment glowed manifestly ^^^^ and all 
because gentlemen and ladies dori*t mfhd 
"'their ,gram6iar and their tenses. -^^ Now 
(don't /yon recollect ^ — t call 'upbri M]fs. 
Talconer, who realty has some' presfe'ticTe 
ot .... countenance, -^ I caft tip'od iVf ri^. 
^aleoTifer, tSe> Witness ^tfetit I 6aii 'iS'^ 
'X'nll, pray cdmpreheha &6, ^, letbiht^, 
else 1 must appear . 6k1cegsiVeVy fii^K^X 



taw. "^ : :■• ' ., • '^ 

Tb6 CoaUt reba«^ring ilh ffMB^sd^ of 

^ 4l 4litle CtifiM nn vtbe «)Miitte^pkbir> 

and playfully doing isf^fk^lg^ Mbltf^^N^ 

«« Qui que tu soift.yoici tqn maitre, 
' ^ " 11 f est, Ic fcit — oil 1e doit elri?/' 



I . 



^^e^ ! t9ii(tNttli9g, m'} IHir a' Mnsla-: 
•doA/ vVi«d Mrs. PMlt^tiviT, v^aH %' ^Hk 
the attetttioft ^Btete GSorgi'antei-*^''* ludjjr 

llSfes Pt#<^, 1ie?tP8 toy ^ftifiil'.*' ' ^ : 

iS«!fe Th«f^ %t^ itt«(in^^Tt-b^-"Mi<. 

^bfc'€ohtihisii!(^er'fiJrldWe(lf4V; #^ 
^ofiil; !r6oeti,.aM 'a^l^i' kfifl walt'^fttli. 
sWer^ 'ft <^aH<eiy'9f '^titttjs' a^it^ ^tftiL 
«E^atdh<i^frd«ii' 1ti#i ;^1r7li^,^e 4lk mt^, 
to find what .had been going foiNAlStf. 
'At4aili'<lib<«!l^d'«»i(fa-^4S8k # fitib'ence. 



h^ippj. to he^^ tliat Lord OldborottgWhad 
so completely got rid of his gout" .^ 
. " Completely^'* said Mr. Percy — 
.^^ And he diesiresi me to tell you^. thl^t it 
will be necesaaiy for: hiin to return tn 
,towa in t few day3.*' .. 
. ^Mn a few days!'* cried the Commisr 
sioner. •^— 

^^ In a< few days ! '' repeated sei^ral 
Toices^ in different tones. ■ 






im&hw. 4;i7s!-.GradfHis Heaven, 

and what mil beooiQe of * the I,K>rd of 

the Manor !* ■*: ^piAei l^iss Falconer* * 

** Qently, iny Arabella j, never r^se 

yonf voice so ^gh — yon^ .who ar^ a. inifr- 

sidan/- r^ aaid Mrs. Falcipner-^-^^aii^^^ 
sweet a voice as yoo have — in general 
r-r Besides/' added she^ drawing her 
,apart^ ^^ you forget that yon shonld . xuQt 
jpeak of ' the Lord of the Manor/ be^- 
fore^ t^€^ Percy 9) as. they are not to be 
asked/* 

** To, 1^ aiure.,— Pray keep your tem* 
r,, BeU, .if yoii ^99 foir a. nuaJite^' 
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^wlospettd Miss Georgianar-'^^ y<lu* tee 
^they h^v^ rai^ for the carriage.** 

Mrs. Falccmer begaa to entreat Mt$. 
tEerey woidd* not i)e in .a hiirry'to .run 
.away; bnt to her great jdy th^. carriage 
came to the door. < ! - '; i 

At parting with Count Altenberg, Mt. 
Percy said^ th^ he'shofuld do. himself th^ 
.pleasure ,Qf returning ; £he, visits, with 
which ^the Count had honored him^ atfd 
..regretted that they weire so soon to loie 
his company. 9to this part of the world. -4- 
^^ We who live 6o mlich retired, shallfetl 
the loss particularly.'* . . ' 

; The Count evidently agitated^ only 
^fdd^ in,alow voice.**- " We are not part- 
ying yet — we shall meet again — 1 hope^ 
•Do you eifergo to London ^** r-r. .» 

- "/Never.'*— . • ^ . " ; j ..- 

" At all events. we mu^#. meet agairf*-^ 

« 

.said the Count. ^ / ^ ; t . . < 
The jia4ies had all .^olkdted ut thk open 
windows^ to see the departure of iUe 
Fertys ;. . ; butr JMissr Geoi^ana i Fa1c6ner 

Icould ieam^ taothing 'from \ the^ ih^ner /£i 
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the carrk^-J^ft ^^idr Hot fe^e^i* ^Veh 
tWt Ire^dke %o fce^» ^ . t 

talkiDg of those who ^nA jttst lelit ^^ 
Mrs/iWlctoi«r :^t ^e ^ftibf^, 3^% 

Iteiriilsy ooife)ti6fir^0dii»^oiS]is^ttel-3 itdt to 

appear provoked. *'''.'■ ' *' 

-tuq toistfllGe '^eYi^ft )MH»]ate ^« iMfifir 

-beMt«^ GcorgiftBa, iMD jr^ ^diifceive it f 1 
never shovrld d»lw •^i«6^^ 4f ;fM Md 
not told me^ that Miss 'GH*r<liito^ S'ercy 

'^iv^ >8Kh aa datotite^ «f> j^^ 
know now, so little penettatton hli^e t^ i 

i^bmAiUaBvb j«kd%lii!dik6fi^0tki¥lto«k*M]is- 

. ^:<' Yduiarrei^qiHii^ ragi^ lliyideWiiiti^ 



gf*e you- credit foT yonr pfenetraiioh^ 
eiitre rims, Miss Can/line Petc^ is -no fk- 
vovift tof »Oeo^iatia''8.'' 

'G^gianA actQaHy "opeited - ber eyes 

iitrltft li^hisftftDent,- aftid thbi^fat b«r Wb- 

'«(M¥aid '^<ftlch<Mr'«irha!t 8b« iva^ sa^hf^, 

i[M4 ihtlt 's&e cf«iFtailtAy did 'not peiti^tiile 

tiltM'GotiMt 'AltMtk!]^ ^vHi^ iih'tlU! Mtit'. ' 

■« CttuWt -MttiliHergi is ttrJs tbte %e»k 
^dh «Ve -liJdkiA^ S^r " !nnd'>tti« 'yban^ 
4^, -^onoiAMing- iOiiti]^ AtteUbii^ 
name- terjr' diiftinAly, ' to pi* h«r tn^H^ 

KftS. Paltftoti* cdnl9ftu«a 'predSely ih 
^ ^oMk HjSIR:-^ ** Geoi^Mha doe>> jtts- 
^c^, I ain l^tfrei to- Mi^^ t^\ !M«4t 
jtedthartns', !«it Ae Ifrtth bi ^AeffWis 
it«k IJkfe 1f^, and O^id^^na : Itks ish 
Wi^ IVaMctieiAs U •'cMfceai it% 'Md YrtiNr 
cTdrM hefe, iiiid *tiifd(!i- the iVlife'rvHA ISll 
-y«i «itt r«l»6n;»*-^M'a "Wiflf 'WhWpWr, >but 
"^H^a^iitftfeffigftflt; ^6'iiv«yy =^ 'iir <^ 
"tWSm, M A. KtHAritt- "^^ oit»iii«'«^(rf- 
'giijba^ IMite^W^l^n 'BaetOMrst . . v. 



^ y 
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yore, there was an attachment • • • Budc- 
harst, you know, is very ardent in his at- 
tachments — desperately in love he was 
.... and -no wonder. — But . .* . at that 
time he was nohody .... he was unpro- 
vided for, and the young lady bad a good 
foitune then • • » * ^^^ father would have 
him go to the Bar — against the Comxnis- 
sioner^s wishes .... You know a young 

.man will do any thing if he is in love^ 
and is encouraged .... I don*t know 

'how the thing went on, or ofi^ but 
Buckhurst found himself disappointed at 
last, and was so miserable about it — 
ready to break his heart-— You would 

^have pitied him ! • •. • Georgiana was so 
sorry for hin^^ that she never couM for- 
give the young lady .... though I really 
don't imaf'ine after all she was to Uame. 

— But sisters will feel for their brothers.*' 

- • ' » ' . . ., 

. <jeorgiania, charmed to find this ami- 
.able, mode ,of accounting for her dislike 
,to Gsox^Uue^. ipstantly pursued jber mo- 
ther's hint, and frankly declared, , ths^t 
' she never :€ould conceal either her likings 
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f)r dlslikings — thjat Miss Caroline P^rcy 
might have all the merit upon earth/, am^ 
she did not doubt bat she had ; yet she 
^never could forgive her for Jilting Buckf 
hfurst — no, peverl .never !--—- It mig^t 
.b^ . unjust, but she owned r that it was ,^ 
prepossession she could not conquer. ^ 

^' Why, Jnde^d, myulear yquug l^.^y? 
J hardly know how to blame jo^^^ crie^ 
Lady Trant— ^" for certainly a jilt is nc^ 
-a: very amiable character.'* ,- 

. "^hj my dear. La4y Tr^nt,, don>: 
use such a word . . . Georgianal-^, Why 
-will you, besowaDrm, so very liygudT^^d, 
:}Where di at darling; brother ^ co^Ker^ied^ 
vyqu. really s. ...Oh, .my, flear Lady 
/JTrftntj, this.nmst^npt^l^o farthe}* •. # . And 
positively the word jilt; qii^st .peyer be 
usedragain — for I'm. confident it is quite 
inapplipabje," . - 

./f rd not swear, for that,"; cried Lady 

,Trant; 5 , " . fof , pow I re^ojlect, . at j^ady 

j4^ngel,ica H^adinghani'i^^ what w^s it w^ 

iieard, my dear .Lady ..Kew, , ^bout h^ 

coquetting widi that Air. Qarday, wh9;js 
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»dW g^flg % be m«Med to Ladjr Mary 
t^embf^'fei 'j«m IsntfVr ..." 

**<Mi, y^s, I did hear sdnitething, I 
M^coDea — bot, at ftl« tiin^, I ttevtSf 
ittki<fed, teea^ite f <did A<ft kubw, 'diiffr, 
%b6 tliktfilfes C»lf«Afiie Pa-cvWas . . . ^ 
true, mit, I j^eebfiett it ndw. — ^ An* 
dft, yiwi kAok^ Ve beard trbbut her an<i 
ter aanUfes. fflttrcbtrrt . . . lii^As tlieii5 ftc* 
tetorthing thfeffe ? • . . . By all aocouiiH 
it is plain she is tiot %lid simj^le cdtirk:i^ 
^Wiiiity«lfe•lboft8 . *. .-. Practised I .'. i 
prdetteedr Np6a See.** ^ 

Jtalfts GfeorgfeAa FalcbiWjfi only htir 
#fei, <li« ConAt All^tiberg might ndt 
iieW Lftd'f Kfe*r, ^h<> had loi^^e^d h^t 
'^Mfee ta tfce tf dte *f tily^t^ry . Mrs; Ril ^ 
^bri^, ivH6 Wad ftcddfinij)lfehfed be* ^Wft 
jttdfcidiii 'Jjiil^jfjAfee, Af ft(TO(i«l% tVfr 
Georgian a's dislike of Mis^ Clifoli^ 
'^ercy, w4s iio^ 'af^^a^ A at lier dear 
ifrMds wotdd 6VeiM6 t%^ btKihe^s^ nke 
^^adb matfy iffdt^ ^o ^t6]^ ^h^^^ ^flt 
<toce tifptin the sc6!nt bf setandUl^ k w<is 
^Ar^^y inaliter to chaifge tbe j)tlifl^{«« 
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'' Ytit seem to Vuve fountt something 

That has caught yont att^ttdti delight* 

folly, Cdmft Altaftiberg;' said Mrs. Fal 

cober^ ^* How I enhr; atiy one 1^6 ii 

^MiikfA^td^r ^ a liook. —What is it ?'' ' 

^^ Johnson's preface to Shakspeare.^ ' ' 

Mhs Qt^^i^nB, ^Viiconer was Vexed[y 
kit ^ Teco11e<ited^ :ilbA Mi^s C^rdrine 
•fytcj h'dA just been ^ptekklog df it "Mtb 
-iianiillttfon. 

Mrs. Faicbncfr wondered hoir it cOnld 
kave lia^p^li«d^ that ibm had neveir read 

4ft# 

Lady Kelt ptti^^ttd in heir story -^ 
-' 8!r Jhii9M Hatoonrt I know, who is 
^b ¥Mst polite etefaturfe In thb whole 
Hfbtldj AliA "^lio iieyer speaks an ill word 
df iinjr bbdy, I assnt*e yod, ssid o^ Mi^s 
Caroline Percy in my hfeafitig • . . what 
I shall not fi^p^M. Only tliis «inch I 
roust tell yon, Mrs. Falcbnef . . .Mrs, 
Falconer ! ^-'•'-t— She won't listen because 
the ydung lady is a tellatlon of hfer oWn 
♦ . . and we ai-e fieltf hide ^-^ fitrt trtith U 
truth, notwithstanding, you kdow 
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Well! well! she ' may talk of » Miss 
Percy's beauty and abilities . • . . Very 
clever she is^ L doiiH dispute^ bnt thjs I 
may say, that Mrs. Fa^lconpr must n^yer 
praise her to me for shnplicity. of.cl^ir 
raoter.*' • ;. • 

f "Why, no;" said Miss Georgiaiia: — 
." One is apt to siippfose, that .a fler^^il^ 
.who has lived all Jiier life in the cono^rjt, 
must, of course, have great ^i^^iplicily. 
fBut there is a jsimplicity oif . qharaCjter, 

rand .a ^jipgliqity of ipaimer^ anc} %h^ 
don't always go together. Carolin^e 

.Percy's manner- is fascioat^ng, becapse^ 
you know, it is- what one* 4p^^ HP^ n|eet 
with every day in towji ; •,. Xtuijt was 
Mhat. struck' my poor lirothjcr. That 
and her great talents, which can ma.ke 
her whatever she pleases to be • « « • But 
I am greatly afraid she is not quite the 
ingenuous person she looks?' 

Count Altenberg. changed colour, and 
was putting doAvn his book suddenly, 
when Mrs. Falconer caught it* ^nd stop- 

. ping him, asked, 
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** HoV far he had read ? '* 

Whilst he was turning ov^r the leaves. 

Lady Traht went' bn, in her turn, ' 

** With all her practice, or her sim-: 

pUcitt/p whichever it may he • J . far be 

it from, me Jo decide which • . . I fancy 

she has met with her match^ and has 

been disappointed in her turn.** 

•* Really ! " .cried Gebrgiana eagerly, 

— " How ! What ! When ! — Are you 

certain ? *• 

^^ Last summer .... Oh, I have it 
from those yvhb tkoow. this gentleman 
well. — Only an affair of the heart that 
did not end happily .... But I am told 
she was very much in love .... the fa- 
mily would not Hear of it — the mother, 

eisipecially, was averse. ^ So the young 

gentleman ended by ihaiTying^ — exceed- 
ingly well --^ -add ' the ' yobng lady by 
weiring . the willow,' yeuknow, a decent 



time.*' 



(( 



Ohj why did you never tell me this 
before ?" saiH Miss Geoff giana. 

*^ r protest I never thought, of it, till 






Lady Kew hroughp i% to nj r^coUectimi, 
by talking of JLady Ai^eU<^ Heading- 
bam, and Sfr J&nfies Karcpuvti and aOi 
that:' 

But who w^s t|i§ ;gf9(l«mi»n ? " 

That*8 B) ^fcfctr replied Ladi^ 
Tr»njb. 

" A secyet!-^A secret ! -^ What is it^f 
What IS it?'* cri^ Lady Fmncea Ar- 
Ji.ijgtQD^ pnessii^g pitp tfae/mid^t of* the 
party — for she was the most curionS p^r^ 
$pn imaginable. 

Then beads joiand^ ajAd Lady Timii 
whispered^ ^^d Lady F^s^ces exciaimi^d 
nJpud, 

" Hungerfqrd 1 -^^^--^ Colonel Qongelrr 

" Fie ! fie ! Lady Frances," cried 
GeorgiaBA ^•'-^ a^d ^-'-Piel 6e! yon are a 
pretty perspi^ to kt^ i^ secret'* —-cried 
l^ady Trant^ *^ J vow TU never tmat 
yonr Ladyship with a secret agala • • • 
w^n, yop^njbbUsh it im this way/' ' 

^' I vow ypo will/* said Lady Francea 
— r ** Why yo» «U know^ in yowr hearts. 



jm w'f^ Uf p^bli^ i(t>*K-^ wlg( tell it 
— e%(i(^ci^ly tfn ;bi?.— .7-:-.^||t idji-t^ tiaif 
I am not thinking in the least jatiopt t\^^ 
inatter, nor \f |is ly uhci) 1 sai4 H^nger- 
^i^l Wf» »rt/ani,tfeinl3Bfe^ iny qwi| 
fftW8>T-r-Whftt;4¥i I 4o, wi^,tfcft lettei 
I received this momiB|f .... j[,.I|94 ^ 
here .... bo,. I h^M^. it. • • • ..?««» I 
h^d .... Anpel . ., Aftw^! . . , ^y 

4nn!9! th«{ Piicbe*s>. lettef I g^xf 

it <i? yqi;i f. >»4l^^ didyw 4» Wib »t ? " f 

BW*! Wd M% AiH)fi, ;rabing, her. heajl, 

their w;ork, l^<«, writing ^mps, ^ 
n^Uff^.i. tJwft went f^tw. tM&. «9. toblej 

^* Frances ! . . , . If.ya^ m«)«^ i^t, ^ 

abont so! What cai| it, ajg^ify?** 

.... expostulated Lady Afli)^. Bot. in 
Tain J her sister went . 4^ nj^ppiipf every 

fting. and e^i^JT Iwlj! i? **^? «WWf» '^ 
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in ber progress, and^ at last, approached 
Lady Anne's sofa; with * intent to inradc 
her repose. 

^^ Ah ! Frandes \^ — cried Lady An&e; 
in H deprecating tone, with b gestare of 
supplication aiid anguish in her* ejesy 
** Do Idt merest!" * 

^ Never, till I have the letter." • • 

With the energy t>f anger and ^despair; 
Lady Anne made an effort to reach the 
bell-cord — but it missed^be-cord swung 
— Pet calf ran to catch it, and stmnbted 
over a stool — English Clay stood' still 
and laughed -*— French Cls^ exclairiied - 

" Ah I mm Dim t Cupidon r\ '• 
' Cotint Altenberg saved Gnpid frbm . 
falling, and rang thd bell for the lady. * 

' " Sftp" ^^aid Ladv Anne to' the foot-i 

man — ^* I had * a letter .... sometime 
this Aborning, in my^ hand** .... 
;*^•Ye5; liiy Lady^." 

*^ I want it;" 

/' Y«s, m;^ Lady. ' 

•* Prayi Sii^, tell, somebody .... to 
tell Pritcliard, to tell Flora .... to go 
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fip^ stairs «\ « . to my dressing-room .' . . 

Sir . . .to lodcevery where for*t . . . ; 

And let it be bronght to my sister, Lady 

Frances^ if yoo please^ Sir.'* 

^^ No, no^ Sir. don't do any thing abont 

the matter, if yon pkasie, I will go my- 
self/' said Lady Frances. 

Away the lady ran tip stairs, and 

down again> with tfa^ lettet iii ber 
hand. , 

: .^^ Yesl exactly as I thou^ht,^ cried 
sliBy '^ my aunt defes say, tbftt Mrs. Hnn- 
^trford is to be dowti to day — I thought 



so. 



^9 



\ ^* Very likely,'* said Lady Anne 
9k never thonght about it.^ 

*^ But Anije, ymi mUst tbitlle about if, 
fcHT my aunt desires we should go add see 
her Jitiectly.'* 

'^ I can't grf," sdid'Lady Anne, — '' Tve 
cold — ^ ydor goiiig will do." 

** Mrs. Falconer, my dear Mrs. Fal- 
coner, will you go with me to morrow 
to Hoiigerford-Castle?" cried Lady Frar- 
tt^i eagerly. ^ 

VOL. III. H 
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^^ Impossible ! mj dear Lady Frances^ 
tinfortuaately quite impossible. The 
Hungerfords and we have no . am- 
nexiou — There wa« an old family qaar« 
rel ..." \ 

'* Oh! never mind family quarrels 
and connexions ^7* You can go» and L am 
sure it will be taken very .well — and you 
know you only go with me 7— — Oh, .p«i- 
sitively you must . • . . now there's .my 
good dear Mfs. Falconer • • . . yes^ and 
order the carriage this minute for to mor* 
row early" — said Lady Frances in a coax- 
ing yet impatient tone. 

Mrs. .Falconer adhered to. it's being 
absolutely impossible. 

" Then, Anne, you must go,'* 

No —-Anne was impenetrable. , : 

*^ Then I'll go by myself," cried Lady 
Frances, pettishly, .'* I'll take .Pritchfird 
with me, in our own carriage, and I'll 
speak about it directly — for gq I must 
and will." 

*' Now, Frances, what new fancy is 
this for Mrs. Hungerford — : I am . sure 
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yon itsed not t6 ' care abbot her^** ftaid 
Xiady Anne. . 

' *^ And I daare sty I should not care 
^bont her now,'* replied Lady FnanCef^, 
" but that I'm dying to see an old pair of 
shoes she has." '- ' " 

*^ An did pair ef shoes ! '* re^eirted 
Lady Anne, with a look of unutterable 
<iisdain; 

*^ An old pair of ^hoes !" cried Mrs. 
Falcottbr, laugbittgr "" 

•"*^ Ye8,'a pair of blue dixmask shoes, as 
old as Edward the Fou;rthV time . . . . 
with chs^s ^rom the toe to the knee, you 
know . ^ . or do ?en know, Count* Alten- 
Tierg , . . Mi^s Percy was describing 
4hem • • . She saw Colond HupgerFord 
put tbeln' On • . 1 Gh, ' he ' mufit put thjsm 
'oir fte me -^ FU biake hiin pul^jtjb^m^onr, 
chains and all, to ihorrow.** ' r ' 

** Colotel Hlmgerford is on .hi« way to 
todia by' this iinie,'' said Georgikna Fal- 
-coner, drily. 

'^ May I ask," said CobtitAltenbcrg, 
takinj^ adTantage of the first pause in 

H 2 



i: 



t 



146 PATRONAGR 

the cotfiversatioa — -.*^>May:I ask if I xin* 
derstood rightly, that Mrs. Hangerfor^^ 
^othir of 'Colonel HuBgerford, Uves\in 
4his ndghboQrbood^ and is : comkig kjtto 
the country to morrow?" 

** Yes — just so," said Lady Frances. . 

^* What cxmeern cam. it b^. of .his?** 
thought Miss Gebr^iana;;FalqoQer^ %iing 
her eyes upoti the Count with alanped 
.cariosity. * 

" I knew Colonel HungerfQr4 abroad;" 
coptinded'tbe County ^^ and liayedj great 
regard for him." 

Lady Kew, Lady Traitf ^ 4iid Miss 
Credr|^iana I\ilconet exchange .lQok3^< 

^^ I am sorry that he.isLgone.tQ |ndia^" 
said Mrs. Falcoaer, in ft; ^eji^iin^tal 
tone^ ^^ It woold have been so j^asant 
to you^ to have renewed aa -acqu^io^tavce 
with him in England." • . 

Count Altenherg regnetled tbe absence 
o£ his friend^ the Cdlonel ', but, tiuwDg 
to Lady Frances, he congratula^d hmir 
self upon faaTing an opportunity of pre- 
senting liis letters of tnttadoctton; a&4 
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paying his respects to Mn* Haogeffbrd^ 
•f whom he had heaiil mach froia i^ 
feigners who had yioited £Qgland^ and 
who hjad heen chwmed with her^ aqd 
with her daoghter^ Mrs. Mortiaier-r^ 
his* Ietter9 of intn^ootion h^d beeu 
addressed to hw town reMdeiice> hfat 
the was not ia London, when h^. wa« 



t, ^ 
^^ No^ she was at Pembroke/\ said 

Lady KtfiPv'v 

Tin s«re I wid^.^he was: there stilly 
thpnght Miss Georgiana» 

''But, after att. Lady Fiances^ is 
th€ Dnehess swe^ that Mfs» £|iiiige)rford 
is acttially c^mie to the eonntry \ — M^y 
he she is still in town/* 

^'1 shall hare the honoar of letting 
yonr Ladyship know^ fbr^ if Lord Old- 
borough will permit^ I shall certainly 
go, very . soon^ to pay my respects at 

Htrngetford - Castle/* said Count Al ten- 
berg. 

The prescient jealousy of Miss Geor- 
giana Falconer boded iU of this visit 
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to Hongerford-Castle— — A few dayi* 
afi^erwardi^^ a note wa« received from 
Count Altenberg, rettirniiig many thanksr 
to Mr. and Mrs. Falconer for the civilities 
Ire bad received from themy paying alt 
proper <ooinpiimeiit8' t<> Zara> aniibniicing 
bi» iQtentioii x^ areepting an invkation to 
iitay 5oin€ time at Mrs. Hungerford's^ anii' 
taking a polite leave of the Falconer fa-^ 
fliily. . 

Here mras a death blow to all Georgi*^ 
ana'k hopes. \r 6ut we shall not stay to 

m 

describe her disappointment^ or the &rt 
of ber hiothet in concealing that disap- 
)Vt»ititnient ; nor shall we ia4[)Company Mrst 
l?u]€onef to'toWn^to see how h?r designs 
upon the Clay^s or P«^tcalf prospered. We 
innM^' FolloiV Count Altenbei^ to Hanger- 
ferd-Castle. ' ' 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



I . 



Who could pluck ihe spotless roses^ ; 

From their never toacfaed thorn ? "* 

The feeling expressed in these Unci* 
will* be acknowledged by every 'man of 
sense aiid delicacy. '* No strcli man 
ever prized a heart much hacknied in 
the ways of love."— It \Vas w!tfr exqui- 
site pain, that Count Ahenberg ' hafl 
heard all that had been said of Caroliiie 
-^'he did not give credit to half the insr- 
tiuations; he despised those who made 
them, he knew that some of the ladies 
spoke fi-om envy, others from the mere 
love of scandal, but still, altogether, ah 
impression unfavorable to Caroline, ot 
rather unfavorable tp his passion fot 
Caroline, was left on his mind. — The 
idea that she had been suspected, the 
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certainty that she bad been talked ot\ 
that she had eVen been named as one 
who had coquetted with many admirers 

— the notion that she had been in love 

— passionately in love ' all this took 
from the freshness^ the virgin modesty^ 
the dignity^ the charm^ with which she 
had appeared to his imagination^ and 
without which she could not have 
touched his heart* — ^— A heart not to be 
easily won — a heart how unlikely to be 
won by such a woman as Miss Gf oi^nna 
Falconer* 

In hia own country^ at the court 
where he resided^ in the diflerent parts 
of the continent which he had visited ^ 
Germany^ Poland^ Swisserland, France^ 
he had seen women celebrated for beauty 
and for wit^ many of the most polkhed 
manners^ many of the highest accom- 
plishments, some of exquisite sensibility, 
a few with genuine simplicity of cha- 
racter, but in all there had been some^ 
thing, which had prevented his wishing 
to make any one of them the cpippanion 
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of hlsf life. " In some there was a want of 
good temper, in others of good sense ; 
tbere was some false taste for admiration 
or for notoriety — some love of pleasure^ 
or some love of sway, inconsistent with 
his idea of the perfection of the female 
character, incompatible with his plans of 
life, and with his notions of love and hap- 
piness. 

Ardent and of strong aflfections, which 
had not yet met with their proper ob- 
jects, his mind had tnrned from love to 
ambition ^— not to intrigues for his own 
aggrandizement, not to the petty pa*' 
lities of a court — his was a glorioas, ge-« 
nerons ambition, the desire to serve his 
country by noble means, to be a states- 
man in the largest sense of the word. 
So far Commissioner Falconer was right* 
Count Altenberg*s ruling passion was 
ambition — was at the time the Com*^ 
missibner first saw him^. But another^ 
a softer passion,, had since been awak^ 
€Died« 

It was resented for Count Altenberg, i& 

H 5. 
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iMet in England • . • ; in England^ wbere 
e^lttcatton^ institution, opinipn, manners,; 
the hal^itB of society, and of. domestic 
I|fe^ happily combine to give the jnst 
proportion of all that is atb-actit^e, nse- 
ful, ornamental, and amiable^ to the' fe- 
male, character . • • .. It was reserved for 
Count Altenberg, to meet in England a^ 
M'oman, ivho to the noble simplicity of 
character, that was once the cfaarn^ .of 
Svvisserland, joined the polish, the ele- 
gance, tb^t was once the pride of France ; 
a woman .pps6e3sing an. enlarged, culti^ 
vated, erabellislied understanding, capa^ 
ble of comprehending all hia views as a 
politician,: and a statesman; .j^t with- 
out th^ aligh teat. wish for pe^wer, or any 
^sire tp interfere in public basiii^ss^ ox 
political intrigue. — .Graced with know4 
ledge .and taste for ^iteratnre and.scien^,. 
cfkpable of being extended tp the htghest; 
ppint of excellence, yet free ffOQ^^all jJe- 
dantry,.or pretension — w.ith wit, cpnvern 
sational talents, and love of good society. 
Without that dfiar* of exhibition^ that 
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detottring, diseased appetite for adinira- 
tioTi, wbicb preys upon the mind insati^ 
ably to It's torture, to it*8 destruction ; 
witbont that undeBnable untranslate- 
ableFrenchloveof«^cc^*(/e society, whieb 
substitutes a precarious, factitious, in- 
toxicated existen^'e in public, for the safe' 
self-approbation, the sober, the perma- 
nent happiness of domestic life. . It 
was reserved for Count Ahenbei^, to 
meet in England with a woman of sen- 
sibility, exquisite, generous as any Gw- 
man romance could eoi]ceive> yet with- 
out exaggeration in expres^aion, or ex- 
travagance in conduct, repressed, regu- 
lated^ treasured for the happiness of hi(n 

who could merit such a heart. It'walj 

resen-ed for Count Altenberg, to fited 
in England a woman, raised by ^di- 
vine philosophy *,"• far alM^Te all illiberat 
prejudice, but ppe^erving a just and 
becoming sense of' religion; unobtrusiye> 

inild,.' and yet firm. . » ■ It was reserved 

- • « 

• ' ♦'M3ttii# : ' 
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'for Count Altenbei^, te fiad iufinglmid 
one, who appeared all that his wannest tm-* 
agination had pictured^ all that his sob^r 
jndgment appix^ved^ and that his fondest 
wishes .could desire in a wife. Every 
thing that he had seen of Caroline had 
confirmed his first hope^ and exalted bis 
fiitare expectation — but^ by what he had 
just beard^ his imaginatiim was checked 
in full career, suddenly, and painitilly^ 
His bearenly dream was disturbed by 
earthly Toices— -vcnces of malignant spji-* 
rits — mysteribu8--rindi$tinct— yet alarm- 
ing to all his hopes. — He had n6t cod^ 
ceived it possible, that the breath <if 
blame could approach such' a character 
its Caroline's — be was struck with smr^ 
prise, litid sfhocked on hearing her nanie 
profaned by common scsindal, attributed 
to difereni lovers> the victim* of a disi^^ 
poii)|;ed passion, and the scorn of one of 
the niost distinguished families in Eng^ 
li^nd.—— Stich were the fii'st painful 
thoughts and feelirigs of Count AKen- 
lierg. — At the time he heard the whis- 
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ftrsi which gave rise to them^ he had 
been actaally planning a letter to his 
&tberi declarii^ his attachment to Ca* 
roliae — be novr resolved not to write. 
.Bnt he determined to satisfy himself as 
to the truth or falsehood of these reports 
or insinoatiotts. He was not a man to give 
ear lightly to calumny — he detested it's 
baseness; he woold notsnffiBrhimself for a 
moment to brood over suspicion^ nor yet 
wonld be allow him$elf for present easeamd 
pleasure^ to gloss over^ withoot eumin-^ 
ilti^n^ that which might afterwards recur 
to, his mind, aikl might create futore no-* 
^t or xmhappy jealonsy. £ither the 
;4i|bject of his hopes was worthy of hiopj; 
9r ncft — if npt wofthy> better tear b^r 
from his heart for ever. . This determined 
him to go immediately to Mrs* Huoger- 
for4'6 'r^ her uen bad be^n named as the 
person^ to wboip Caroline bad been at- 
tached — at Hnngerford-Castk ^be bad> 
it was ^said, seen Mr» Barclay^ . and Sir 
4aflie|i tlwcovt^ witli wiiom she had^ 
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m, 

b^n accused 'ofcoqaetting;. • Gotrrit AV 
tenberg trusted to his own. address antJ 
penetration for discovering all he wished 
to kno\Vy without betray itig aiiy peculiAr 
iiyterest in the subject. 

The first sight of Mrs. Hnngerfordy 
the gracious dignity of her appearatice 
and manners, the first five minutes* con- 
versation he bad with her, decided him 
in the opinion, that common report had 
d^ufe her justice; and liaised in l>is mind 
extreme anxiety to know her opinion of 
Caroline.-*- But, though he began tf>e 
history of Zara; and of tb^ play at Fal- 
coner-Court, for the express purpose of 
introducing the Percys, in speaking oP 
tile company who had been present, yel,- 
conscious of some unusual emotion Avfaerih 
he was going to pronounce ♦ that name, 
and fancying some meaning in Mrs.* 
Hiiiigerford*s gneat attention as'he spoke^ 
he mentioned almost every other guest/ 
even thet'.mdst insigriifiehnt, witfadc^ 
apeakiog of CaroHfeej or -of an-y of 'he^ 
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family. —^ He went back to bis friend 
O)lonel HuBgerford. Mrs. Hmigerfofd 
opened a letter-case^ and took from it 
tine last letter she bad received from ber 
son since be left England^ containing 
some interesting paiticulars, wbicb sbe 
tbought bis friend migbt like to see. -^ 
Towards the conclusion of tbe letter^ the 
writing changed to a small feminine han^ 
^-^ and all India ^^nisbed> from the view . 
of Coont Altenberg, for^ as be tamed 
the page, be saw tbe name of Caroline 
Percy — '* I suppose \ ougiit to stop 
hpre— " said( be^ ofiering the letter to 
Mrs. Hungerford ; — -^ " No/'. -^ she r©-- 
plied^, " the whole letter was at* his ser- . 
Yice^ tliey were only a few lines from her 
dangfater Lady Elizabeth.". • . / . 4 '. 
' These few lines mentioned Caroline 
Percy among . ilx^ dear . and iutimato ' 
friends wbom sbe regretted most in £u4 
vope, uncL to whom she Jient a messajge 
e^Gpressive of tbe. warmest . affection a^d 
esteem. •— r jCount Altenberg felt- bis.heart. 
lightened> and a glow of joy instantly 
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fliffoaad itself over his whole frame. Ak 
far as related to Colonel Hungerford, ht- 
.^as suic^ that all he had heard was false; 
Xhere was little probabiUty that his wife 
should, if those circnmstamses were trae, 

he Caroline's most iatimate friend.- 

Before these thoughts had well arranged 
themselves in his head^ a pleasing, 
sprightly young lady came into the 
room, who he at first thought was Mrs^ 
Hungerford's daughter ; but she was too 
young to answer exactly ^e description 
of Mrs. Mortimer. 

" Lady Mary Pembroke, my mece,!^ 
— said Mrs. Hungerfoi'd — 
^ Her Ladyship was followed by Mr^* 

Barclay -r Coont Altenberg seemed inf 

a fair way to have all his doabts satis- 
fied.— But, in the hurry of his mifid, he 
kad almost forgot t& ask £bv Mrs. Mor-*^^ 
timer.* . 

: ^^ Yott will not see her to> day,** said 
Mrs. Hungerford, ^^ she is gone to see^ 
same friends, who live at . a distance to€^ 
great £mr a morning vdsit Bat I hope^"*" 
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4dndnfied Mrs; Hhbgerforfl^ taraiiig t4 
-l«ady Maiy, '^ that my dattghter wifi 
iuiike'nie amefids for losing a day of Imt 
9ompaiiy^ by brtnging in€ oilr dear Cant 
^liiie to moxTtiyf.** ' 

'^ Is there a chance of Caroliae'if eow^ 
ii^t6 ua V* eried'Lady Mary^ with aflec- 
itionate eagenfess. ^ 

^^ Is there iiny hope of otir seeing Mtsis 
'Caroline Percy ? ** said Mr. Barclay^ with 
an air of re^qiectfal regard, very dtffennft 
firom whi^ nmtt have been the fedings 
.of a man who had trifled with a wooiaaii, 
or who had thought that she had trifled 
with him. 

.: Count Altenberg rejoiced, that he had 
odme without a Qiomenfs delay to ITiti^ 
gerford-XlIastle. 

'^ You are really a good creature, my 
dear/' coatinaed Mrs* : Hunger ford to 
Lady Mary, ^^ for being so anxious to 
lutve Cai:oUtie bepe-'^)na»y a -niece mighit 
he jealous, of .my. affection, fof certainly 
J love her. as well as if she were my owu 
child.— r~r To morrow^ Sir/* said sh^ 
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ttraiug to , Connt Aktnberg;, ^ I bbpe 
I. shall have the pkasirre <to intrQddce- 
yon to this .young friend of oors, I gbaH 
tfii frond .to show her to a foreigner^ 
whom I wish to prepossess ia fwor of nij 
coQQtrjrvomen*** 

: ISie . CoDDt said^ that he had ulretulf 
the honor of being introdnced ^Mtss 
.Caroline I^fcy*^-' that he had seen her 
frequently at Falconer-Ccurt, and at bet 
QfWD . home —- and that he was not -sti^ 
prised at the interest, which she exxrited 
at Hunger ford- Castle. — ^ — ^ Court t AI- 
tenberg showed the interest she had ex* 
cited in his own mind, whilst he pror-- 
npunced, in the most sobbr manner in bis 
power^ those few words. 

Mrs. Hungerford perceived it, nor had 
it escaped her observation, that be Tiad 
forborne to mention the name cff Percv;, 
when enumerating the persons be had 
met at Falconer'-Court. She was both 
too well bred in general, and too discreet 
on Caroline's account, to take any no- 
tice of this circumstance, -r— She passed- 
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) immediately and easily to adiffereat snfaw 
jectofponversaticm. - : .. i 

, Tbe next day Mrs. Mortimer retarnetf 
-wjilh Caroline.--* The Gountsaw tlie M 
flection with which she vas enibvaaMl 
by Mrs. Hangerford. The faniiy fand^ 
crowded to the doer^of the ^aaddulmber 
t#^ receive lier^ so that CaroKne, eucom*' 
pa^sed^ with friends^ could 'Qot imtaedi-' 
atel|y see Goct«t Altenherg^ Bad b«. eh-t: 
joyed these moin.ents -so exl]nisitelys ' tbi^ 
the idea wbich> had- pi^vionslyf engrosmd 
air, his Boul, anxiety* tjo see how .'tb4 
Avould look 6n meelit^; him tbns tinex* 
pectedly, ^ai absolutely foig^itten. Wheu 
the crowd opened^ and Iklrs. Hangerfaid 
led bef forward, a «mile of franlcMirpiisQ,* 
and pleasure appeared ^n^ her- counre^ 
nance upon seeing Count Altenbesg, 4iut 
her colour had been previously so ^mucbi 
raised, andsomuch pleasure had sparkled 
in her eyes, that there was no judging 
what share of emotion was to be attri-» 
buted to this surprtse. He was^ and h^ 
had reason to, be satisfied with perceiv« 
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kkgj thftt in the midst of the first p) 
iure. of meeting intimate iriends;^ and 
#hen she did not expect to meet any 
hut friends^ she was not chilled or disap- 
pointed hy the sight of one wha was^ to 
hitr^ as yet bat a neiw acqaaintanqe. — r 
'. After introducing Count Alteiiberg to 
Mrs. Moxtimer« Mrs, Hungerford s^id^ 
^ Till I had .my daughter, i^nd all my 
ftbnda in. full force aboit me, I pru* 
dktttly did not. mali» apy^ttemptj Count 

m 

Alteafaergr:>ipon y^r Uberty^ but now» 
(hat you sm mjf resourcesj I trust you 
will Awrwdw yourself^ without diffi* 
colty, my prisoner, as long as ire ^n 
possibly det^n you in thi^ castle." 
: Nerer was mao less disposed to refuse 
an ipntatioti^ than Count Altenberg at 
this moment. r~ He wrote to Mrs. Fal- 
comr immedJAtely that farewel note which 
had shocked Miss Georgiana Falconer so 

much. , 

. As Lord Oldbqrough was preparing 
t0 return to town, and likely, to be en^ 
grossed by ministerial business^ his Lord* 
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ship^ with less reluctance^ relinquished 
his eompany, and the Cotint with infiii 
mte satisfaction, found himself estahr 
lished at once upon a footing of iviAr 
macy at Hungerferd-Castle. ThefotUIr 
he had intended to write to hisfiBrlh^ 
was now written and sent; hat it wis 
expressed in yet .stronger teniis than he 
had origintdly designed r-^ hm ' eoncladed^ 
by conjuring hia father, as he wtbt/ed tk^ 
happiness of hm 9on^ nolt to talte a stefp^ln 
any of the treaties of marriage that had 
been plauneNl for him, and besought him 
to. write a^ soon as it was poestUe, t(^M- 
lieve his itiind froto suspense;* and to m| 
hioi at liberty to declai^e hi^ tttaehopuBBt, 
if, upon fhtther acquaintance with . 1^ 
English lady who had tocrtshed his^ hearty 
he should; feel any hop^ ei B»akiiig such 
a9 impression on her aftxlimis, as could 
induce her to make for him the great sa- 
crifice of couptry — fiiniily — and friemls^ 
r— And such a country — such a fawiiy-T- 

find sucjb friends 1' -—hi the. mean 

time, t}ie hoars and days passed on most 
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bappily at Hmigerfard-CSarftle. Every 
nntoeeding day cKscoVehred to.faim some 
fiew excellence in the object of bis af* 
fection; Mrs. Hnngerford, with j«3i- 
eions^ delicate kindness, forbore^ all at- 
tempts- to display even those: qualities 
MSd talents iti Caroline, whidi she most 
loved ^nd admired, *c6rtai]L that she 
might sUfely leave them to the discern- 
ment of her loven That Count Aken^ 
bei^ loted, Mrs. Hungerford had too 
. imich penetration to doixbt; and itre-^ 
joioed her heart, and satisfied all ^ her 
hdpe*,' to see* a prospect* of -her yoang 
fnetid's being ' united to such a man# 
Ml^ .-Mortimer felt as much joy and as 
much delicacy upon 'the subject as< her 
melher shevred ; for they loved Caroline, 
and ■ were as anxious for her • happiness^ 
as if she had beentfieir own sister or 
daughter, and felt almost as much scrapie 
of praising or seeming to bring her for- 
ward upon ' any occasion. The grateful 
esteem of 'Mr. Barclay, now free from 
every feeling of passion, appearing, ia- 
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4eed ttudimimthed eVen id the height 
of a passiou for her frieod ; the perfect 
eonfidbnce and afiection evinced by the 
wp^rm-beartied Lady Mary Pembroke fw 
GaroUae, ^11 united amd coaspired to one 
f od; th^ saioe .end : that which could not 
hjELvcb^ep piepared pr produced by anyi 
art oTitiddrcu^Sj howe'irer consummate, wasr 
jkQW the effect of plain truths and the re^^ 
wai:d of real, merit. Count Alteuberg^ 
io. commpu with every man; of aens^ and 
knowledge of the Wojrld^ knew that it i& 
in her own family, in dc»nii»8tic life, he 
should judge of a w.oman's real diaposirt 
tion and temjper — and that fix)m the 
manner of he$ fiiends towards, ker, ho 
can form an estimate . of the past, and^ 
consequently, the, b0St' augury of the fthi 
ture.. , . t 

In that near examination in domestic 
life, so dangerous to many women of the 
highest pretensions, Caroline shone' su- 
perior* His love, approved by the whole 
strength of his reason, and exalted by 
the natural enthusiasm of his temper,: 
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tVas now at the highest. His unpatience^ 
itraft extreme for the arrival of that an^ 
9wer to his letter, which he b^ped wooki'' 
set him at liberty to declare his passion. - 
' The letter at last arrived ; very diflferJ 
ent were it's contents • from irblit he had- 
* h(^d. A previotis^ letter from his fa- 
ther to him, sent in a packet with go* 
vemment despatches by Mr. Ciinning^ 
ham Falconer, bad not reached him.-^ 
That letter, of which his lather now send 
bim a copy, contained an aeconnt ci 
Ae steps wbiah had been takevi, rdlative^ 
to a treaty of marriage between hss sotf 
mad >the Conntess Christina, a lady of 
high birth, beanty, and talents^ who ha4 
lately appeared, fer the &rst time, at that 
eoort — Coottt AIlenberg*s. father de-i 
scribed the Conntess as one who, be' 
was snre, must charm his son -<-^ and ' as 
the alliance was eag^ly desired by the 
kuly's friends, and the alliance in every, 
respect honorable for bis whole family, 
the old Count was impatient to* have the* 
affidr concluded. Receiving no answer 
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to. thiskfa^r, ^pd- pr^s^d hy eirenior 
stances^ be bad gone forward >n bis $oii's 
nameivith tke treaty^ and hs^d pledged 
him. M hff tbattheie %Ta$ now, he de* 
jckred» bo^ possibility of retr^ting with 
fmnoTk He lamfat^d t^at Im soii $li9fd4 
in ;tbe oieaa tiiw^ have t^m ^ &ncy t^ 
aaJSugluh Udy^ bui^ aiD^QcHMit A)b^yt> 
.lasjt letter gav^ iht ^m^if^w^ to hit lar 
inUy^ that he would not t^tce any d^ct!- 
siife step tiil he sko«jl4 weceiv^ Wf m^ 
fiwer^ jpothha^ could hiwreh<^ done iii 
£dj| liuid^ that would coi^i?)i|; his honor -*^ 
.ahseuce would som - efface a trafc^sii^iit 
impre^s^a -r- the advantage^ of ^I^eallir 
auce proposed i&Ms ^i^wo comtiry would 
appsaur ^rouger^ tim jomtq they sliquld be 
exainioed -^ ThQ cImutj^s of the ComiU9B 
Christina, with her superieir auderstaud- 
ii^, wojpJd; have mx irre sistibie. efieet -^ 
aftdji eoiiclu^d the old. Count, " 1 be^ 
seech you> -my Aemv Albert, a^ youf 
frieud -r- 1 will sajr more -— / coiumand 
ifwas your Jatber, return to your.owu 

VOL, in, I 
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country M. sqoa as you can obtain pass* 
ports after receiving this letter/' — 

In consequence of this letter^ a sudden 
change appeared in Count Altenberg-^he 
was grave and absent ; — instead of seeking 
Caroline's company and convmatioB a. 
usual) he studiously avoided her, and when 
he did speak to her, his behaviour was 
^o cold and reserved -*- so unlike his natu* 
r^l or his former manner, tiiat the difier- 
tuce struck not tmlj Caroline herself^ but 
Bosamond and Mrs. Perq^, who were^ at 
this time^ at Hungerford*Castle.— -It hap- 
pened that, pn the very day, and nearly 
at the yeryjbbur,: when Count Altenb^rg 
i:pceived thi^ letter from his father, of 

which HttCtT no am knew any thing but 

'*''■' "^ •" ^^ 

himselfj tlvere arrived at Hungerford-Cas- 
tie another of Mrs. Hungejford's nieces, 
a young ladj of uncommon beauty, and 
oi the most . attractive and elegant maU'- 
ners, L^47 J^Jprence Pembroke. — She was 
just returned from Italy with an uncle, 
who had resided there for some time* 
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Count Altenberg; from the moment Ib^ 
was introduced to Lady Florence^ de^ 
Voted to her his 'whole attention -~ he 
*skt' beside her, -— whenever he conferr- 
ed/ his conversation was addressed to 
htt'; and the evident absence of mind h% 
Y>ccasiond.Ily betrayed/ ^nd all the change 
it) his manner seemed to hare been c^ns^ 
'ed by her Ladyship's appearance. Some 
sage philosfO|)her8' know Ifttle more of 
t^anseand efiectj than that throne immcT- 
-tliati^ pi^ced^s the other j no wondet 
tlien that Rosamond, not fiim'dns for tH6 
'u<iaiirti% of fier reasoning, thonld, xK 
this instante, be misled by appearances: 
^— To support her chai^acter for.prudence, 
lR<)samond deteMin^d not to leeiii to oV 
aente what pa^^ed, utd not to mention 
hfer suspicions to her sister ; who^ as tfai/fc 
remarked, was sensible of tke Counts alb : 
*teted Wantier ; and who^ as she lighltf 
frbnjeetured, did opt vf»erceife it wiCo in*^ 
difierence. -—The ae^mplisliiki0)[i%i^ goo4 
sense, "And e^alt^d sentiments of C^iit 

A 2 ^ 
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lAltcnber^ bad made a^ unusual, iorpresr 
jiOn ,oD tbe tiiud of Caroline. She felt 
lor. bim ^ first delightftil ^e^sations of 
loye.. Jlm\ dignified mau^erB, and th»,t 
ibUcacy, wbicb real wen&nX always! pos- 
#es$^9 l^auisibed every fear of presucpptiou 
on bis part^ and allowed her oj^nntufiity 
to 9ee the dev^lopmeiit of Im €hara,ct^r, 
aad to cotopare it with her own ideas of 
ttceHeuce, ' He had paid her few coin- 
plimeuts^ fewer th^u she had pftea re* 
eeiY ed . from geutlameQ, who meaut qq» 
^binghy th^ir Aa^ery ; yet he. had pror 
fessij^ h%h adn»iiiratipn and e6teem> and 
%ifi E^teotiQPs (a her, unknown to him*- 
self) bad pMsed t^ hounds of m^i^e po^ 
UleoeiBs, ^mA the iprid^Bg ^peai^aAce of 
common gallantry ; — He had i^er de- 
cfesired bis love^ bi|tjiny9l]aiHarily it bad 
betrdQrod ilselC on seteral occftsjooa. In- 
eenlably Cacolin^ was tb^s |ed to fe^l for 
himaMirfrtbAn.sh^ dared to at:ow even tv 
berseli^ 'nh^ the sudden change ifi his 
manner ^wabfD^ her from tbi9 deliiight- 
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fnl forgetitiliittM. of evisry object ti>at Was 
QntoQnectod with her new fediags^ and 
soddenly arrested ber steps as she seemed 
entering the paradise of love and ho|ie« *^ 
At nighty trfaenthey were retiritig' to 
rest^ and Caretioe ead Rosamond were^ 19 
their mother's rdom, Rmamond^ miaUe 
longer to keep her pradent silence, gave 
^▼eixt' to her ftidigtoticm agMUst Connt 
Akettberg ia gener^ reftectioits against 
the fickltatets of man. fvee men of the 
Jbest miderstandin^ were^ she said^ tmt 
children of a lai^r gtowtb — pleased with 
change — preferring always the'newttst t^ 
the fidrest^ or the beit. -^ Carolii^ did not 
accede to the^ accoMtions. 

Rodaioondy astonished and pwvoked^ 
Oiclaimed^ 

^^ Is it possible that yon are so bliod, 
as not to see that Count Altenberg ••••-' 

Rosamond sto{^d . short, for 

she saw Caroline's colour cfaaage. --— She 
stood beside her mother motionless, rad 
with her eyes ixed on the groond.--- Ro- 
samond moved a ebair towards ber. — 
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^ Ilea vest motlier! bekived sister/? 
ttMBd CaroliDe^ ^^ I have reaaoo^. top 
modi reasQD, to, Uosh «^ and yoa; will 
^luahfome/* . r^ 

'^ Wl) at Gim be tbe matter ? '* cried Ro- 
tamond^ Biiich alarmed;.'**-^' How she 
trembles ! I naever saw Caroline so mudi 
agitated before/' i 

<^ Sit down, my dear love/' said her 
mother^ tenderly taking Candine's hand, 
^^ sit down and compose yourselfl ^-^ I sor 
sure yon cannot have done any thing '• • \ 
sor ever will « ; . • that cam give le^rcanse 
tolilmsh/' 

*^ That I am certain of,*'— -said Rosa- 
mond, ^' as certain as that I am alive/' 

'* Do not, pray I do not be so secure, 
your confidence in me abashes me stiH 
more,*' said Caroline, hiding her face, as 
she leaned on her mother's shoulder. -;- 
•* My dear mother, you required • one, 
and but on& promise from me, --^ I gave it 
you, firmly intending to* keep • it \ . « and 
yet I fear • • • • that you will think I have 
broken it. — I promised to tell you when* 
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for any perion. — I did not know my^owff 
mind till this Abj. -^ Indeed I tbougbt I 
felt nothing but what every bodyeWcb^ 
pres^, esteem aod' admiratioti.''' 

'Mn common minds/' replied Mrs* 
Percy, '' esteem and admif atidn hiay be 
far, very far, safely distant,* frotm love; 
bnt in snch a mitid as yonrs, Caroline^ 
the « step frofm periecti esteem to love- is 
dangerously near*^$c«rcely perceptible.** 

" Why dangerously ? '* cried Rosa- 
mond,— ** Why shonld not perfect love 
follow perfect esteem? that is .the very 
thing I desire for Caroiinek Cnont Al- 
tenberg is all tiiat we could wish for her, 
and - . . ." 

" Stop,*' cried Caroline, '^ Ob, my dear 
sister; as you wish me to be good and- 
happy, name him to me no more -^ for it. 
cannot be/* 

'^ Why ? •* exclaHDed Rosamond, with 
a look of astonishment iaind dismay -~^ 
" Why:cafinotit be ? It can, it m9st«--<' 
itshaUbe.** — 
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Cai'oline sighed, and taming from het 
sister, as if she dreaded to listen to her, 
she repeated, -r- **^ No ; — I will not f!«itter 
myself— 1 see that it cannot be -*- I have 
observed the change in his manner, •-'-The 
pain it gave me first awakened me' to 
the state of my own affections. — I have 
given yott some proof of siticerity by 
speaking thes immediately of the impres- 
sion made on my mind, by making this 
avowal at the moment when I was ccm^ 
vinced that-bope was vain.*— Yon will ac- 
knowtedge the efert was dlifietilt, the 
confession humiliating. --- Mother, will 
you answer me one question ... * a qoes- 
tion, which I am afraid to ask • • . • did 
yon, or do yon think that anybody eke 
perceived my Sftntiments by my manner r^ 
' ' ' Caroline paused, and her mother and 
sister set her heart at e&se ^n tkat poidt. 

" After all,'* said Rosamond, address-^ 
ing herself to her «iM>tber, ^^ I may be 
mistaken in what I hinted abo«it Count 
Altetiherg. — i 4own I thooght the <?hange ' 
in his manner arose fronr-. . v^ . .Lady- 
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floreace Pembrek^ .... I am 8orry I 
said aoy thing of it .... I dare say when 
liesees more «f her .... she ist^rypret- 
ty, very pleasing, very elegant, tm'd ami- 
able »o doubt) bat wrely, in comparison 
with Caroline *' 

^^ Oh, do fiot make any such compa- 
rison^ my dear skter, do yon think I 
wonld put mysdf in xrompetition witii 
Mrs. H«nger£[>rd*s niece?" — said Caro> 
Kn^. 

'^ I am not certain^' said Rosamond, 
^^ that there is -msj rivalahip » the ca^e.*" 

*^ I am certain ^t there shall be 
none,** said Caa^oline, — " Envy lor jea- 
loBsy shall never contaminate -my mind.-**- 
The best, the noblest, the most delight- 
f ol fe^ings of the beart, may lead to die 
meanest, tlie viost> odieo^ir — I liave, wi^- 
« a few hours, felt enough to be awane 
cif *thfs. — \ will leave ncfthmg to cha«ice. 
-^ A woman shouM nevar expose herself 
to any hazards — I will preserve my peMe 
^ mind, my-oww -esteem-. -^ Lwill pre 
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serve . my dear and excellent friend^, 
— - and that I may preserve sdme of tbem^ 
I am sensible tliat I must ik)w quit 
them/'— 

ISfrs* Percy was going to speak^ but 
Rosamond interpoi^ed. ... 

" Oh what have- 1 done !" .exclaimed 
$l)e,^— ''imprudent oreature that I was^ 
why did I «peak? why did I open your 
-eyes, Caroline i I bad resolved .not to 
say a single word of the change I per- 
ceived in the GoiintW . 

^^ And did - you fhink I ' should net 
perceive it ? ** said Caroline; ■ • Oh, you 
little know how quickly • * « • the^ first 
look • • • . the first tone of .his VoiGe ... ,. 
But of that I will think no m^^re — Only, 
let me fi3»ure you, that you hiy dear 
Rosamond did no harm--* It was not what 
any body siaid that alfirmed me, -— Before 
you pointed it out, I had felt that chai^ 
in bis manner, fbr which I capuot ac<^ 
count*** , 

'^ Yott. caimot accouat ? — • Can yoiL 
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doubt that Lady Florence is the canse ? ** 

said Rosamond* 

^^ Yes, I have great doubts/* saidCaroline.. 

" So have I,** — said Mirs. Percy. 

^^ I caanot believe that a laan of his. 

sense and character would be so sad^ 

denly captivated — i do not mean to de«* 

tract from Lady Florence's merits^ but 

before they coold make the impressioii 

you suspect on Count Ahenberg, thert 

must have been time for them to be 

known and aj^redated*— shall I go 

on, and teli you all that faaa passed i]> 

my mind ? — Ye$> my modier and sistet 

should see me as 1 am-^perhaps under 

the deluHon of vanity - . ^ or self love • » * 

or Bat tf I am wisong, jrou will set 

sie right • • • you will help^ me toi set my*;- 
self right^r-4t has never been declared in 
irords^ th^efore perhaps I am vain, and 
pbresumptuQiMiy to believe or toimagijne,^-^ 
yet X . dn feel persuiMled,, that I am pre-«^ 

ferred — that I am* .........•* 

♦ ■ 

/ *^ tp«ed, Ohj^^yes,** j;aid Rosamond^ 
^ a thousand times I have thought so^ I 




\ 
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have feh certain, that Comxi Ahenberg 
-loved you, but now I »m convniced,. 
alas ! of my tnktake -* convinced at least 
that hislove is of that light, changeable 
sort, which is not Worth having - — not 
tiwth jfem- having.'' 

- ^VTba% last," cried Caroline « I 

can never heKevc,** -*-*-—- Sh6 stopped^ 
a^ Mnshed^eepJy— — ** What does my 
fiwyther . *ay r ** ' -a^ded she, in a ti^M 
voic^/ 

* *^ My motheT I am snre tlianght once 
that he loVed CaiPolilie. Did net- yon 
fcother ?"" said Rcsamond.* 

• - *« Yes, my deTrr,-^ ans wefred- Mr^. Percy, 
^^ 'I have thought so *— * And 1 an* not yet 
convinced, ihat ive liwe mistaken, —• bnt 
i entirely agtee ti4A Cardline,- that this 

. is a snbject, tipoti whiA we otrght not 
to let otir thdughts dwell-— trjjoncivhich 
Vbe in partitrnlar ought hot 'in propriety, 
tn prndence, to allow fcei-self to tWnk.^— r 
Till a inan declares -his love, thCTfe 'ttitfst 
^ver be danger and \ impropriety* in a 

' wohian's. Wievrhg iti lits Attachmettt.^ — 
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^ Oh, BO I have thought, sa I have 
said on former occasions, bow oftoi, hotr 
sincerely 1" said Catolitie — "But thig is 
the first time I «ve4* fek it difficalt ' to 
{practise wliat I kn<nr to be ^rise and 
right — Hope -^Stwct ideceiTer !*— No- 
Vain deceiver -^ I wiH not, since I oaght 
tjot to listen to yon— --Mother, i beg it 
=as a iavor, IJhtrt yon vrA\ take »e anra^ 
^om this place .... tins ii^e, vfaere 
bat yesterday, I l/hoogbt »yself sfe 

happy." .... 

- " But why, Caroline, ^«rby mother, 
^ould she do tbiD," exposttflttted Rosa-- 
mond — ^f If she thinks, if yen think that 
be love^'iier, if yoo*do not believe thaft 
ht ha$ changed, if yoQ do not believe thai: 
tve is struck with a lu^l^ce, m^fayjdbdaU 
Cai^oline go ? -*-' Por ticotveh's saioe; do 
•not take her alray, till yoti ^^-fsme,, :tfaat 
it 16 necessary." i . : . ; ;i i ! 

^ *^' 1 will be guided db^- tor ofimsio^ 
%aid:Mrs. Percy^ >^^ I^aon idepevd enttiislf 
onherbwnpitideflcei." i r * » . * 

'" ^"i Indeed^ 1 tWnkitariUb^ tud^t^u- 
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jteoty that I sbofdd not indtilge myself in 
ftaying lottger,'* said Caroline — *^ From 
what I bave seen of Count Altenberg^ 
<we have reason to thinks tkat he acts In 
genenJ firom wise and good motives. We 
shonld therefore believe^ that in the pre^ 
sent instance his motives ate good and 
adequate — » I cannot suspect that he acts 
froln Clarice «^ What the nature of the 
obstacle may be^ I can onJy guess — But 
I am inclined to thimk^ that some oppo^ 
dngduty** ...... . 

. <* Hk duty,:' said Rosamond, *^ I sup- 
iMMse he must have known before to day. 
*— What new duty can he have disco'- 
lrered.-r- No, no; men are not So very apt 
in love matters to think of opposing 
^duties, as women do — Much more likely 
idbat he has heard something to your dis- 
advantage, Caroline, from the Falconer«. 
I can tell you, that Lady FranccSB Ar- 
liligtoR gavd me a bint, that ; strange 
tbiiiga had been said, and great pauie 
^ taken to misrepresent you to the C^ount.!^ 
*^ If injurious repiiesentations huve^ 
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been made of me . to ^ him," replied 
Caroline, ^^ he will in time discover thl^ 
fasehood of snch report ; or^ if he be- 
lieve them without examination, he is not 
what I imagine him to be— **No-~ I am 
convinced he has too noUe a mind> too 
just an understanding, to he misled by 
calumny."—— 

Mrs. Percy declared she waA deci- 
dedly of this opinion* ^' The obstade, 
whatever it may be^ my dear mother^* 
continued Caroline^ with the eameH toQe 
s^nd expression of countenance of a 'per- 
son of strong mind^- at once feeling and 
thinking deeply— " The difficulty, 'what- 
ever it is, mnst be either snch a$ lime 
will obviate or increase ; the obstade 
inust be ekher conqueraUe or nncon^ 
iqoerable; if he love me^^as 1 thought he 
did5 if he have the energy c£ cbarftcterJ 
think he possesses^ he will conquer it> if 

it can be conquered if it be- mieoii* 

qneraUe) what misery, what madaessy to 
imifer my affections to , b^ irrevooably 
engaged ! or what base vanity to wish^ if 
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It were in my po^er to inspii^ him Tritk 
an unhappypassicm!— ^Then, in every 
jpoint of Yiew^ motber, sorely it is best, 
that I shonld leave this .... dangerous 
place," said Caroline^ smiling. -!— " Yeit 
you are both so happy here, I am sorry 
to be the canse^" 

^* My love," said her mother, *^ to us 
-all thiags are trifles, compared with what 
it is right and becoming that yon should 
'do. I entirely approve and applaud your 
pradence aad resolntion-— what yoiu desire 
shall be done, as soon -as possible. We 
will go home to morrow nfiorniBg.'' 

^^ But, my dear Ma'am! tspo suddenly I 
consider," cried Rosamc^nd, ^^ how very 
stnauge this will appeal* to Mrs* Uunge^- 
-ford, rand 'to every body !"•—---• 

^ M^dear RosamtMid, 4!hese;aTe some 
iof th« fionall diificnltks, the lidse ddica* 
cIqS, which so often -pr^veut pf^ofiie frotfi 
-doing w^bat ds right, or what is^ essientially 
liect^sary I for tbe/aeettrity of thepeap^ 
^aud ImippineGis ^ their whofe iivies;!' sakL 
..^Irs* P«ifcyJ ' . ' .':j 
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'* That is true," replied RosamoiMi/ 
^ and I do not object to doing the! things 
bat I only wish we had some good decent 
excuse for running away. —You fiQXi\ ex-- 
pect that Mrs. Hungerford will part with: 
you without remonstrance, without-strug-^ 
gle, without eTen inquiring^ why yoa 
must Tun away ? •— 1 am sttre I hope she 
will not ask me^ for I aiti not prepared 
with all aiiswer-r-and my face wduldi 
never do, and would gire way ati;he 6rst 
glance of her pentetratiBg eye*— WImIi 
wM you say to Mrs. Hvngeribrd i* *' : 

** Hie :tnrth,"— Implied Cafftolioe,— ; 
^^ Mrs. Hungerford has .erer lareated oae; 
with so much kindness, has shown me ea 
much aAaction attd esteem, feele such a 
warm interest in all that conoeros me, 
and is herself o^* so noble, a cfaaracCer, 
that she commaads tny entire canfideacer 
-^ And slue shnU Imve it<iwfttlioQt reserve* 
Sinoe « tnj mother ageees with . me iik 
thiaking, thai: JLady. FkMiefioe hoM not 
lieen in any..deg9?ee the cause of the 
change of manner . ^i^ h4xt .. oliserved^^ 
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there <^n be no impropriety on that 
account in oar speaking of the subject 
to Mrs/HuogeHbrd^-^My hondr is as 
tafe I am convinced in her hands^ as ia 
my motber*s >« • ; a» to the rest, it may hk 
paitiftily'htiiiAKftting ; • . « bnt what is 
meaot by confidence, by openness to- 
wards our friends? We are all of ns 
ready enough to cot^ess ,our virtues,'* 
aaid she, smiling • • • « ^^ but our weiik^ 
nesses, what bumbles out pride to dc*>. 
knowledge, we are ttpt to- find some deli- 
cate reason for keeping secret. Mother, 
if yon do not disapprove of it> I \^h 
yoQ to tell Mrs« Hungerford the whole 
trath.** 

** Mrs. Percy entirely approved of 
Caroline's placing confidence in this ex* 
cellent friend/' — She observed, ** that 
this was very di&rent from their girlish 
gossipping sort of confidences^ which ai% 
made often from one young lady to ano* 
ther, merely from the want of something 
to say, or the pleasure of prattling abovtt 
love, or the hope of being encouraged hf 



PATRONAGE. 187 

^ome weak yQDQg fiielid^ to inda]^ some 
foolish paiBsioB,'* 

The oe)^i; morning, before Mrs, Han-i 
gerfprd had l«ft:her apartment, Mrs. 
Percy went to her, and explaini^ the reap 
ions, which induced CaroKne to refuse 
herself the pleasure of prolonging her 
visit at Hungerford Castie« 

Mrs. Hnngerfqird was touched hf Ae 
confidence, which Caroltae placed ia 
her; '* helieve me,- aaid she — ^Mt ia 
not nMplMQd-~I fed all it';s vdne-^And 
mi:^ . I lose her ? l- never parted witht 
her. without regret, and that regret in- 
creases the more I see of ben I tdinost 
forget that she is not my own, till I am 
called upon to relinquish her : but much 
as I value her, .much as J enjoy her 
society, I cannot be so selfish, as to 
wi^h to detain her^ when her peace of 

m 

inind ia M.^stfJce. How -few, Jiow very 
few a4;e tliere,- o£ all Ahe^ various youK^ 
womeu; I kno!Wfv who twould have the 
good sense ond J^esolution, I wMl say it, 
^e iategrityiiof miod; to act as^she doesl 
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•*— There is usually some sentimental 
casuistry, some cowardly fear, or linger- 
ing hope, that prevents young people in 
these ciiXQ«nstati«es from doing the plain 
right thing-— Any thing but the plain 
right .thing they arc ready to do — and 
therei is always some delicate reason for 
not telling the truth, especially to their 
fiiendi -^ i^t our daughtei*8, Mrs. Percy, 
azie above tbese Uiings.** — With respect 
to Comit Akenberg, Mr». Hongerford 
said, that, from many observatioiift she 
had masde, sire f^ no doufak ol hU being 
stiDUgly attached to Caroiiile* — ** Their 
cfaaracteis, thdr understaiidings, are 
suited to each other ; they have the same 
high views, the same magnanimity—* 
With one excqytion . • • you must allow 
a mother's partiality, to make an except 
tion in favor of her own son, -— with one 
exception. Count Altenberg is the man 
of all others, to wliom I could wish to see 
CaroUne united — 1 never till yesterday 
doubted that at would be — ^ But I was as 
much struck witli the chanc:e in. hi» 
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inanner^ as you have been. t a^ree 

with GaroHney that some obstacle^ pit>- 
bably .of diity^ hw amen — and I hope . ... 
Bvk( noy I will knitate htr example, and 
as y<m tell me' uhe forbids herself to 
hopet^ so lylll 1 — if possible. — At aH 
events she raiaes berself^ high as she was 
in my esteem, stili higher by hep present 
coadi^t. ,Tell her . so, my deu Mm. 
Percy — yqiji, her »other, may give this 
praise^ Witho^ hartisg her delu^ey. 
And tell her, that, old as I am, I have 
not forgotten so completely the feelings 
,of my yeuth, as ^ot to be aware, that 
snspepse in s^sue sit9atio»s is the worst 
of evQs. -r- She may he. assured, that my 
atteaottion shall be &fi ip)ich awake, as 
evem her mother's codlfd be -r- And when 
any thing theit I think kaportiuatt or 
4ecisive occurs^ s|ie sh^^ji h^ffr f>q||i : ig^ 
iminedia(t4y9 ov. ^^^ ni^> i^nioss | 9b<^t^ld 
lose tbi^, we pf my liffibs, or idy* ilicnl- 
ties T— Op luoiesa ipy he#4: ^o<ild totally 
cha^^lge ia one 4ay -r M{\u(A^ sfie wiU «at 
reactily bejie^ to be pos^ybW.** -r 
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A ihessenger' dame to eiimtnon Mrs. 
Hnngerfbrd to breakfast -^ Soon after- 
wards a[ ride was proposed by Mrs. Mor^ 
timer* Comit Altenbei^* was to be oTie of 
tbis party^ and be looked for a moment 
surprised and disappointed^ Wheti be 
fonnd tbat Caroline was not going with 
tfaem — But he forbore to ask, why she 
did B6t ride, and endeavored to occupy 
himself solely in helping Mrs. Mortimer 
to mount her horse -— Rosamond was glad 
to perceive, that he did 'not well know 
what he was doing. 

Before they returned from their tide, 
the Percys were 6n their way to the 
Hills. * > 'Till this moment the sight of 
borne, even after a short absetfce, had, oh 
returning to it, always beeii delightful t6 
Caroline ; but now, for the first time in 
her life^ she was liot sensible to this de- 
light; every object seemed to have lost 
hV tdglitnets. In the stillness" of retire- 
ment, which she used to love, she felt 
•otneddn^ sad and lifeless. The favorite 
glade, which formerly she thonght the 
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tery spot so !>eantifiilJy described bf 
Dryden^ as the scene of his '^ Lady in the 
bower;*' even this she found bad lost 
it*s charm. New to love^ Caroline was 
not till now awaie^ that it throws a ra^ 
diance npon erery object> which^ when pass^ 
td away^ seems to leave all nature dianged* 
To banish recollections^ which she 
knew that she ought not to indulge^ she 
employed herself unremittingly. But 
her mind did not turn with it*s wonted 
energy to her occupations, nor was it 
acted upon by those small motiYCs of 
ordinary life, by which it had former- 
ly been excited. When readkigi faw 
thoughts would wander eiven from her 
favorite authors : Eveiy ^ subject they 
discussed would remind her of some ooa-f 
versation that had passed at Huqgffrford 
Castle; some coincidence ordifiereBce 
. of opinion would lead her to. digseas | 
some observation more just or .iMne 
striking ; some better ei^res^n^,* Of 
some expressioa which pleased Iwf-l^etf* 
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ter tiiau the .ai»tbar'3^ wov^^ pcciu*^ ^au4 
the book was I^id ckmn. These 4lgresr 
iioas o£ faoc)' weret y)^t nn^oi-e frfquf;Q,t} 
when she was . eikdieoLVormg. to . &k ieer at*- 
tentioa to drawiog, needleT^o]:]^ or tp anjf 
ether sedentary omifi^ymfintp £iKcirci$Q 
she fanhd useful;. -^ Sb^ ^peiit more tio^ 
than tisoal in planting an^ in garden- 
mg. -^ A simplie remedy. i — Biit pract^^a) 
philosoplkj finequeiiitly find^ tbo^e ^|i>p}a 
mnedies the best^ which Frjovictei^q^ h^ 
jmt Within the reach of all. , 

One moining^ aoos af4;^r.]iiuei: r^ri^ 
faome^ when she, was alone and busy \Xk 
her garden^, she heard .voices at a di^-r 
taiice ; as they .approachM liearetr^ sjri^ 
thought she diftinguisb^ Mn> Ku^^jT* 
ftirdV She li^tenedj aii«l liOoked taw£^rd[s 
the path whente the vqicQ^. h^d CQii>e^ 
- AIL was sihvt — b«t,, a miQ^te af^ 



♦•^ 



terarardfi^ she $ftw: M^rsy^ Uungerfofd 
cwaing throngb .tbe^ nwrow i^ldai in th^ 
thickset ; Cikroline at first: sprang forw^ 
to aaeethcr- Tbi^u ^etfipped sho^t, her 
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heart beating' Tiolently — • — she thought 
that, perhaps, Mrs. Hungerford was ac- 
oompainied by Count Altenbferg; but 
Mrs. Hungerford was alone. Ashamed 
of the hope which had glanced across 
her mind, and of the sudden stop which 
had hetrayed her thoughts, Caroline* 
now went forward, blushing, yet with 
ingenrfous dignity. 

Mrs- Hungerford embraced her * with 
tenderness, and then assuming a cheer- 
ful tone*— 

" Your mother and sister wanted to 
persuade me,** said she, ^^ that I should 
never find my way to you — but I insisted 
Upon it that I could. — Had I not the in- 
stinct for a true friend to guide me ? — So 
now let me sit down and rest myself on 
this pretty seat, — a very comfortable 
throne! — and. that is saying much for a 
throne. — So these are your territories r'* 
continued Mrs. "Hungerford, looking 
round, and talking with an air of play- 
fulness, to give Caroline time to recover 
herself. 

VOL. HI, K 
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*^ Why didyoa never inrite ine to your 
garden ? — Perhaps, yoa think me a mere 
fire^^side, arm-chair old woman, dead to 
•all the beauties ' of nature ; but, I can 
assure you* liiat I have, all myjife, from 
principle, cultivated this taste, which I 
think peculiarly s^uited to women, salu- 
tary not only to their health, but to their 
happiness and their virtues— their do^ 
mestic virtues increasing the interest 
they take in their homes, heightening 
those feelings of associated pleasure, 
which extend from persons to places, and 
which are at oni:^ a proof of the strength 
of early attachments, and a security for 
their continuance to the latest period of 
life. Our friend. Count Altenberg, was 
observing to me the othisr day, that we 
Englishwomen, among Qur other advan- 
tages, from our modes of life, from our 
spending so many months of the year 
in the country, have more opportu*- 
nity of forming and indulging these 
tastes, than is usual among foreign ladies 
in the same rank of life. — Fortunately 
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for lis, we are not like Mr. Clay's 
French Countess, or Dachess, who 
d^afecl, that she hated innocent plea- 
snriSs.^ 

After mentioning French Clay, Mrs« 
Hangerford passed to a comparison be-- 
tween him and Coant Altenbefg.-^She 
had^met Mr. Clky in town, and disliked 
him. — ^^ He is an Englishman only by 
birth, and a Frenchman only by affec- 
tation.-— Count Altenberg, on the con- 
trary, a Foreigner by birth, has all the 
tastes and principles that make him 
worthy to be an Englishman. I am 
-convinced that, if he had liberty of 
choice, he would prefer residing in Eng- 
land to living in any country in the 
world. — Indeed, he expressed that sen- 
timetit at parting from us yesterday." 

«* At parting!**— said Caroline—" He 
is ^ne then.** 

*^ He is, my Love."— 

Caroline wished to ask where? — and 
whether be was gone for ever ? — yet she 

K 2 
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continued silent — and became extremely 
pale. 

Mrs. Hungerford^ without taking any 
notice of her emotion, continued^ and 
answered all the questions which Caro- 
line wished to ask. 

" He is gone back to Germany to bk 
own court — recalled, as he told, ^e, by 
some imperious duty.*' — 

Caroline revived. 

'* So far you see, my dear, we were 
right, as those usually are, who judge 
from general principles. — It was not in- 
deed to be credited," continued Mrs. 
Hungerford, " that a man of his charac- 
ter and understanding should aCt merely 
from caprice. — What the nature of the 
duty may be, . whether relating to his 
duty as a public or a private man, he 
did not explain. — The latter I feai*. ■ 
I apprehend some attachment or engage- 
ment, that will prevent his return to 
England.— In this case he has done most 
honorably, at whatever risk or pain to 



PATRONAGli. 197 

himself, to avoid any attempt to engage 
your affections^ my dear. — And* yoti 
have, in these trying circnmstaiices, 
acted as becomes your sex and yottr- 

self." • ' 

*^ I hope so/' said Caroline, timidly — 
^* my mother, and Rosamond endeavored 
to reassure me on one point .... You 
have seen more since, and must there- 
fore be better able to judge . 1 . . Count 
Altenberg has none of that presumption 
of manner, which puts a woman upon 

her guard against his inferences. — But, 

• ♦ » 

m secret, do you think he ever Bos- 

pected ? " 

" I cannot, my love, tell what passes 
in the secret recesses of man*s heart 

' much more difficult to penetrate 

than woman's," replied Mrs. Hunger- 
ford, smiling. —-" But let this satisfy 
you, — by no word, hint, or look, could I 
ever guess, that he had formed such a 
suspicion . . • "; Suspicion, I will not call 

it such a hope. — Of your whole 

iurnily he spoke in terms of the high- 



-^t regard. —^ Of you he daMd Hd* 

>tni§t himself to say mach-^bat the 
little he did venture to say was ex- 

-pressite of the highest respect aild- es- 
teem, — more he did not, and ought 

-not, I ^m^ convinced, to have allowed 

•bimself."— 

** J am satisfied — quite satisfied/* said 
CcirOline, relieving her heart by a deep 
wgh,-~"and, I thank you, my kind 

fJMrs. Hungerford. — You have put this 

:&object at rest for ever in my mind. — If 
CoQiit Akenberg can iave me with 
hmor^ he will -^ If he cannot^ Heaven 
forlndt I should wish it." 

-From this time forwiEird^ Caroline 
never spoke more upon the subject^ 

•never mentidaed the name of ConDt 
Altenberg. — She exerted all the strong 
command she possessed over herself, to 
conquer the langudr and indolence, t^ 
which, sfhe had found herself disposed. 

It 16 a dHKcult task to restore what 
may bq call^ the tone' of the mind ; to 

.p^Oo^er the poiw^r of beiag acted tipou 



vjf/mouMm. 199 

by. Vmnmon aaid every. Any motives^ 
.after sensftahy has heea WMisMUy ei^ 
.cited. Where the ttSectioa^ hme 'been 
deeply and long engaged, thia^i^.a 
task^ which the most severe philoso- 
phy cannot atcomplish, without the 
aid of Time — ^^and of that sapenor 
power, which it would be irreverent here 
to name. 

By using no concealment with her 
friends^ by permitting no self-delusion^ 
by having the courage to confess the first 
symptom of partiality of which she was 
conscious^ Caroline prevented all danger^ 
and put it out of her own power, to 
nourish a preference into a pas$ion^ 
which must rultimately have made her- 
self and her friends unhappy. Beside 
the advantages which she derived from 
her literary tastes, and her habits of 
varying her occupations, she, at this 
lime, found great resources in her warm 
and affectionate attachment to her own 
family. — 

She had never yet arrived at that state* 
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of egoism, which marks the height of 
passion^ when all interests and affections 
sink and vanish before one exclnsive and 
tyrant senti^aent. 



' » 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



vVhen Count Altenberg went to Lon- 
don to obtain bis passports^ he attended 
the minister*s levee^ to repeat his thaukd 
for the attentions with whiqh he had 
been honored, and to pay bis parting 
respects to Lord Oldborough, whose ta- 
lents and uncommon character had made 
an indelible impression on his mind. 

After levee, when the Count was alone 
with the minister, and when he asked 
whether his Lordship had any commands 
that be could execute at bis own court) 
he was surprised, by receiving at once 
a commission of a difficult and delicate 
nature. Lord Oldborougb, whose pene^ 
tration had seen into Count Altenberg'9 
character, and who knevMiow and wli^rf 
to trust, though he was supposed to be- 
tbe most reserved of men, confided to 

K 5 
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the. Count bis dissatisfacttoo with tbe 
proceedings of Cunningham Falconer, 
hh suspicious that the Envoy was play- 
ing double, and endeavoring to ingra- 
tkite himself abi:&ad and at home with a 
party inimical to bis Lordship's interests^ 
^^Diplomatists are all/ more or le@s>. 
insincere/* ' said Lord Oldborouglic — ^ 
''But to have chosen ah SB'voy, "vrhBO- 
joins ingratitode'to daplicity^ would re- 
flect no cJ%:dit upon the minister by 
whom tte was appointed: Were I speak* 
mg to a common jiefson, I should na# 
admit the possibility of my having ebm«- 
isitted such an error^ But. Count Alien- 
berg will ^j>ndge by the whole, and not 
by a part. — He k)aow» that e^ery uiaa 
m power is som4&times tbe slave of cir-. 
wm^tances. This Oaninngliam Fair 
ccoifif, all these Falconers were forced* 
upon «»e*— rhow, — it is of little. conse** 
quence to you to bear.*— It is sufficient 
foi: me to assure yod^ County th«t it was 
Bot «iy judgment that ierred..— Now the 
vt^Qimiy has ceased. By ether means 
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my ixmpose has beien aecomplished. — * 
The .Falconers are : useless t6 me. - But 
I will not abandon those whota I^aveuhr 
dertaken to protect, tiH I have proof of 
their perfidy." 

Lord OMhofOtigh then explained the 
points on irhtch he desired to ioferm 
himself, before he shmild decide with re^ 
gard to Ctinnifighank. Comit AHenberg 
o&dertook to procnre for his Xjordship 
the «Gans of aseertmaing the fidelity of 
his £nvoy ; ^nd Lord Ohihdrongh then 
tntnod.the conyersatioEn on general poli-^ 
tics. He 8bbn percehred^ that the Count 
iras not .a&jBKOch: interested : in these sab-^ 
jedts as! for&beriy.r At parting, Lord Old- 
borough smiled^ atid said,. 

" Yon have hten, since I saw you* 
last, Oonttt iAitenbei^, too mudb in the 
company c^'a philosopher, who prefers 
the happiness of t a cc^ndry gentl^nan's 
Hfe, to the gloiry of a statesman's career. 
— But height will Mon recal high 
thaoghts. Ambitkm is not dead, only 
dormant . within you. it will, i hope 
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and trusty make you in time the minister, 
and pride of your country. In this hope, 
.1 bid yon farewell.'* , 

Commissioner Falconer having been 
told by one of the people in the anti- 
chamber, that Count Altenberg had ar- 
rived^ and was now with the minister, 
waited anxiously to see him, caught him 
in his way out, and eagerly pressed an 
invitation from Mrs. Falconer, to dine 
or spend the evening with them — but 
the Count had now his passports, and 
pleaded the absolute necessity for his 
immediately setting ont on his return to 
his own country. The Commissioner, 
from a word or two that he hazarded 
upon the subject, had the vexation to 
perceive, that his hopes of engaging 
Count Altenberg to assist the views of 
his son Cunningham were vain, and he 
regretted, that he had wasted so much 
civility upon a foreigner, who could 
make him no return. 

' Miss Georgiana Falconer^ mortifica- 
tion at the Count's leaving England was 
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much alleviated, by finding that he had 
not been detained by the charms of Miss 
Caroline Percy, awl she was almost con- 
soled for losing the prize herself, by see- 
ing that it had not been won by her 
rival. Mrs. Falconer too, though she 
had long abandoned all hopes of the 
Count as a -son-in-law, yet rejoiced to 
be spared the humiliation of writing to 
cong]*atulate Mr. and Mrs. Percy upon 
the marriage and splendid establishment 
of their daughter. 

• * After all, how ill they have ma- 
naged," said Mrs. I^alconer, " the game 
was in their own hands. Certainly Mrs. 
Percy must be the worst mother in the 
world, and the daughter, with all her 
sense, a perfect simpleton, or they might 
have made up the match when they had 
the Count all to themselves at Hunger- 
ford-Castle." 

*' I told you long ago, but you would 
never believe, Mrs. Falconer,'* cried the 
Commissioner, " that Count Altenberg*s 
ruling passion was ambition, and that 
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ke was not the leae^t likely to fall jn iove,- 
sis you la<^e8 call it. — The ojd Prince 

of is goipg fastyfrand Coant Alten-^ 

berg*s father has sent for him, that lie 
may be on the spot to Beetxfe his favor 
with the hereditary Prince — I am silre.l 
ho|>e Count Alte^belrg will not he ajhiinifl^ 
ter^ for^ froni the few words he said A^ 

4 

me juat now when Lmet him, h^ will not 
exit^ into my views with regand • to Cast* 
idngham.'* 

•* No, those political visions of yours^ 
Commissioner; seldom end in any tbmg 
bnt disappointment,*^ said Mrs. Falconer. 
— ^^ I always said it- would be so.'* — 

Th^n followed a scene of recrimiiwr 
turn, inch b» was the osual conseqneftce 
of^e £ftil«re of at»y of the plans of this^ 
mtriguingipair. 

** A«d, Mr4. . Falooner,**^ concladed the 
Commissioner, ^^ I angnr as ill of yonr 
{iresent scheme far Oeergiana, as 1 did of 
the last. — Y^m will .imd, that all your 
dinners and (smctrts will be jnst as mnck 
thrown away upon .the two Clays, as^ 
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ytmr balls and plays were upon Ctmiit 
Altenbei^.—r-And this is the way, Ma^aoiy 
you go on, pkmging me deeper and 
cteepeT' m deht,^ ^aid the Cefemni^oncrv 
wallkitig abMrt' the tomii much distfirbed^ 
*-r-"Jf any. thing was to go wrong with 
Ijord CNdbomugb^ what wonid become 
ofms!** 

^ My dear^ tltat is a ^ery iEinseftsim'' 
able.iq^enaion, for Lord OUboraagh; 
as I hear oaail sides, is finnw in power 
aoW'tbaii he ever was — of that, yon 
know» yon. were but vesterday ^vin^ mm 
n^Jte.^^ proof^-Hi, LTyoa 
know, is so high, that all, who Were 
kagoed against him in.that oombiiu^ioii 
he detected^ were, in »ooas0cp!ien€e of his 
Lordship's letter, mtsmtly dismissed 
ffom office — his colkugnes lace now of 
his clKKwng rr^ lihe cabiaet^ I oitHkivtand^ 
completely his own friends. — ^What mora 
secuiity can, ym desire ?"'.*--—* 

^^ Yon^donlt 'Understand me, Mrs*.Fja]^ 
eoner,^ i i am^aot: thinking of the «ecnrity 
of Lord Oldborougli's pomdr f^of iksM, 
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after all I have seen, I can have do doubt 
•— but I am not so sure of • . . • ." 

*^ The contimmnce of my ownfavof^- he 
yv9B goiug to say, but it was painful to 
him to utter the words, and he had a 
superstitious dread common to courtiers 
of speaking of their decline. of favor.— 
Besides, he knew that reproaches for 
want of address in managing Lord Oldr- 
borough's humor would immediately 
follow from Mrs. Falconer, if be gave 
any biut of this kind; and on bis ad* 
dress the Commissioner piqued himself 
not without reason. — ^Abruptly changing 
his tone, and taking that air of authority, 
which every now and then he thought 
fit to. assume, he said^ 

" Mrs. Falconer, there*s one thing \ 
wod'4 allow — I won?t ^low Georgiaoa 
and you to make a fool of young Pet- 
calf." 

" By no means, my love, but if be 
makes a fool of himself, you know*'* 

^' Mrs.Falconer, you recollect the traw*. 
action about the draft.'* 
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** For Zara's dress ?" — 

'^ Yes, Ma'am — The condition yon 
made tbcu in my name with Georgiana, 
I hold lier to, and I expect, that she he 
prepared to be Mrs. Petcalf within the 
year." 

*^ I. told her so, my dear — and she ac- 
quiesces — she submits — she is ready to 
obey — -^ if nothing better offers ■ ■ '* ' 

" If — Ay, there it is ! — All the time 
I know yon are looking to the Clays, and 
if they fail, somebody else will startup, 
whom you will think a better match than 
Petcalfj and all these people are to hefited, 
and so you will go on wasting my money 
and your own . time. Petcalf will run 
•restive at last, you will lose him, and I 
shall have Georgiana left.npon my hands 
after all;* 

" No danger, nay dean— *My priiieiple 
is the most satisfactory and secure ima^ 
ginable.— To have a number of tickets 
in the wheel ^i — then, if one comes up a 
blank, still you have a chance of a prize 



r«IO PATRONAGE, 

in the next. — Only have patienee^ Mr^ 
-Falconer.** 

*• Patience^ my dear, how can a mail 

:;have patience, when he has seen the 

..same thing going on for years ? And I 

have said the same thing to you ove.r 

-and over — a hundred times, Mrs. Tal- 



xsoner." 



^^ A hnndi'ed titnes, at least, I grants 
and that, perhaps, is enough it> try my 
patience, you'll allow, and y^t, you see, 
how rcttsonabk I am. -— I have only to. 
repeat J what is iiicimtroveitiBIe, ttat 
when a girl has heen brought up, and 
has lived in a certain line, you must 
push her ia diat line, for she ivill not do 
ih4aiyather.-^iroo uMHl he sensible, that 
mo nlorer countiy' j?6nt)i&0iau "wtifuld ever 
think of Georgiana — We musf-puish her 
ita the 4iiic -for iwbidi she is fit — The 
^hionable line/'* 



^* >»ti 



" PusfalJUras my sdul^ Ma^^m ! you 
faave been.pmUng one or t>ther €^f' those 
^fe OKeeymmce they .ware 4n ti)eip4eeu9^ 
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bnf yonr ptishing sonifies Dotfaing.*— The 
men, don^t you see^ back as fast as *tbe 
, women advance." 

** Coarse! — Too coarse! too commoQ- 
plaoe an observation for you, Commission- 
er,'" said Mrs. Falconer, with, iidmirable 
temper, "'but when men are angry, they 
will say more than they think/' 

" Ma'am, I dont say half as much sis 
I think. . .* . . ever." 

" Indeed 1 — That is a candid confes- 
sion, for which 1 owe yon cr^rdit, at all 
erents/'— 

*' lt*s a foolish game . • . . it*8 a foolish 
game • » • it's a losing gam?/* contiaued 
the Commissioner, ^' and you will plf^ it, 
till we are mioed." 

' " Not a losing game, if it be played 
with temper and .spirits — ManyHbrow up 
the game like cowards, when, if they had 
hat had courage to double 'tbe' bel, they 
would have made their fortune;** 

*' Pshaw! Pshaw I ^' said the Commit 
*»ioner, — ^* Can you double your girt** 
b(*auty? can you double their fwtune ?*'i 
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" Faisliion stands in the place both of 
beauty and fortune, Mr. Falconer ; and 
fashion, roy girls, I hojie you will allow, 
enjoy." 

*^ Enjoy! What signifies that? 

Fashion, you told me, was to win Count 
Altenberg, — has it won him ? Are we 
one bit the better for the expense we were 
at in all those entertainments ?" 

*^ All that, -^or most of it ... .at least 
the popularity ball must be set down to 
Lord Oldborough's account, and that is 
your affair. Commissioner." 
. '^And the play and the play-house, 
and the dresses! — Was Zara's dress my 
ufFdir. — Did I not tell you, you were wast- 
ing your time upon that man ?** 

*' No waste, nothing has been wasted, 
my dear Commissioner ; believe me, even 
in point of economy, we could not have 
laid out money better, for at a trifling ex- 
pensej> we have obtained for Georgiana 
th« credit of having refused Count Al- 
tenberg. — Lady Kew and Lady Trant 
have spread the report. — You know it is 
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not my business to speak — and now the 
Count is gone^ who can contradict it 
with any propriety ? — The thing is uni- 
versally believed. — Every body is talking 
of it, and the consequence is, Georgiana 
is more in fashion now than ever. she was. 
— There's a proposal I had for her this 
morning," said IVJrs, Falconer, throwing 
a letter carelessly before the Commis* 
sioner. 

" A proposal ! That is something worth 
attending- to," said the Commigfsioner, 
putting on his spectacles. 

" No, nothing worth otir attention," 
said Mrs. Falconer, ^' only eighteen, hun- 
dred a year,, which you knew Georgiana 
could not possibly live upon." 

^^ Better, than nothing surely," said tho 
Commissioner, " let me see." 

" Not better than Petcalf, not within 
a thousand a year so good, putting 
Asia Minor out of the question, -r— So, 
you know, I could not hesitate an in- 
stant." 

<^ But I hope yonr answer was very 
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ciriK People are nat aware what dan- 
gerous enemies they mabs on these oc*' 
casions/' said Mr. Falconer — " I hope 
your answer was very polite.*' — 

" Oh the pink of courtesy," said Mrs. 
Falconer. ^^ I lamented^ that my daugh- 
ter's fortune was so small^as to put it out of 
h«r power, &c. — and I added a great deal 
about merit y and the Aonor done our f ami- 
fy, and so on. — ^But I wonder the man had 
the assurance to propose for Georgiana, 
w4ien he liad nothing better to say for 
himself." 

** Petcalf, to be sure, if the General 
dies, 18 a tliousand a year better. — I be- 
lieve you are right there,*' — said Mr. Fal- 
coner, and with an air of calculating con* 
sideration, — he tocA up a pen. — 

" But what are you about, Commis- 
sioner, going to write oh that letter, as if 
it was waste paper," — ^said Mrs.Falconerj 
starting up, and taking it hastily from 
him, — " I must have it for Lady Traiit, 
Lady Kew, and some more of our inti- 
mate friends, tbat they may be able to 
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^ay they have seen the proposal, for mo^ 
the^.and daughters too in these days> 
are so apt to boast, that it is qnite neces^* 
sary to have some written docnment to 
prodqce» aud there's no going beyond 

^ ,CertainIy — qttite necessary. -— And* 
what written document/* aaid the Com- 
missioner, smiling, — " have you to prow 
duce in the case of Count Altenberg ?'*■=— 

^^ Oh, that is another affair,'* said Mrs*' 
Falconer, smiling in her turn. '^ Onei 
iimst not in all cases have recourse to the' 
same expedients. — Besides, if we prodnce 
our proofs on one occasion, we > shall dch 
pend upon having oar word taken on- 
trust another time;— And it would be tbo 
nmch, to' make; a practice cuf showing' 
gentlemen^s letters. — It is not what I* 
should always do — certainly not with re-' 
gard to a man of Count Altenberg's rank; 
and pretensions, who merits to be treated> 
with somewhat more consideration silre- 
ly, than a man who hazards such a pro- 
posal as this.— •! merely produced it^to 
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show you, thatGeorgiana is in no absolute 
distress for admirers. — And now, my 
dear, I must trouble you .... those pub- 
lic singers are terribly expensive, — yet at 
a concert we must have them, and one 
cannot have them without Coming- up 
to their price. — I must trouble you to 
sign this draft-— for our concert last 
week.'* — 

*^ Now, Mrs. Falconer, I have signed 
it," — cried the Commissioner,-^" and it 
is the last, for a similar purpose^ I ever 
will sign— —Upon my honor ?" — — 

• '^ I have invited eVery body to a con- 
cert here next week," said Mrs. Falconer, 
-^" What can I do r " ' 

' " Do as others do," said the Commis- 
Sfioner, — ^^ let these musical prbfessors 
give a concert at your hoase, •— then^. in- 
stead of paying them, yon share* their 
profits, and you have the best company 
at your house into the bargain." — 

" Such things are done, * I know," said 
Mrs. Falconei*, " and by people of rank ; 
but Lady Jane Granville would not da 



it, whes she was mott distressed Hot mo- 
ney tban -we are^ atui I, know many tiay 
it^ is what tliep would ndt do;'* 

*^ It most be done by yow, Mrs. Pal* 
coner, or yum tattst give trp having con- 
'Certs altogetber/* — Mid 4he Commission- 
er, leaving tile room. 

To give Hp concetts was auite im- 
possible, especially as Freneli Clay was;^ 
or pretended ti» be, passionately fond of 
imieid, eftd it was at her musical parties, 
tbat be never failed to attend assrdnoo^- 
ly. — The next -conceft was giv^n by a 
icielebrated pevfbns^er at Mrs. FaleoQer^s 
iMmse, and she and the smgers shared the 
profit. -*-To sticb ineifimncss can tSie slaves 
of fhsbicm txmdeseend 1^--^ 
^^^ At l^is ceoeert it:iiajppefied> t^at ttiere 
iJlpaie a new and retmirkid)ly J^Sjadsome^ 
^rac^fiil femaleTtaliMr singef^ who wa^?. 
moeh «ditalreil by aH the £;entlemen pre* 
Mnt^ tad piirtfenfeariy by French day« 
who had setups witit littlo ear^ and less 
tptfte^ f&t a greaf jodge of music. He 
^vas aotl^Ofie «f appearing ^ the patrok 
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of this young performer. — He v^eat abont 
every where talking of her in raptures, 
and making interest for her with all th^ 
^eat .people of his acquaintance.-' Her 
own voice, and her own charms needed 
not the patronage of Mr. Clay ; fmm the 
Bight she was first produced at Mrs. Fair 
coBer\ she became at once the faahlon, 
and the be^bt of the fashion. — £very 
body was jeager to have her at their par- 
ties, especially as she had n^ver yet beeft 
upon the stage. Adnurers crowded rotind 
her, ajid among them weipe maay gf i-aidc 
and fortune ; an old earl^ and a young 
baronet, were of the number. The ar- 
dor of fashion and competitiou so much 
increased the ^tse^ of French Clay, that, 
what was ^t first only afiectation, became 
real enthusiasm.. He wsm resolved to ima 
the lady from all his rivals. He had lipe- 
c}uent opportunities of seeiag her at Mrs. 
Falconer's, where he appeared always m 
glory as her patron.- ' . ; . 

Seraphina, the fair Italian, considering 
Mrs.' Falconer as her first patroness, made 
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it a 'point of gratitade to hold her con-- 
c*rt8 'frequently at hei' hoase. Mrs.* Fal- 
coner was proud of the distinction. Fresh 
iBclat wa$ tbrowH upon her, and upon her 
daught^s. 

French Clay tras always near Miss 
Georgiana Falconer, or near Serapbinai 
^nd he applauded each by turns with all 
the raptures of an amateur. Mrs. Fal- 
coner saw, that rivalship with the old earl 
and the young baronet had worked Mr. 
Chty Into ^ passion for Seraphina ; "But 
she thought she knewhmv a passion for 
^^ singer must en^, and as this did not in- 
terfere with her matrimonial de^gns^ it 
gave her little itikqmetude--^Bets raii high 
in" the Tashicmable world upon the three 
candidates. Mrs. Falconer had no doubt, 
that the old Earl would carry; off the 
prize, ^ as he was extremely ricbv and 
was ready io make any settlement ana 
any establishment*-^ Her prophecy ^ould, 
probably, have been accomplished, but 
^at French Clay, strongly urged by the 
immediate danger of losing the lady. 



ftud $1^1^. by S^apbiiia.*s oicytUefi; 
vrhOf in another style of Ufcj was eqpial 
|;o Ijilrs. Fakadner ip^^ a^dre^^ sio4 knofwn 
l^eiiige of t)^ WG!rl4>. wiftai 4ra»wi?i. in to c^C^is 
what alone could balance the eVwmt «tf 
the Barweif* ycmtl^ and of: tfee EarFs 
weaUh-H^ 06^ offeFed marfkgQ--- A wi^ 
fftei! tbie o#^ vat «^de> Sempfaiiia be^ 
capie Mr*. Frawh, Clay -n^^-^ Uptm this 
^a^ge .<pa«imis9ipiieF Fakou^r ba$t»n^ 
ed[ mm^i^tfilf *p reproach hk wile. 

^Thejr^! Mrs, Falconer, I t^ld y<»i 
it vQ^neirQr do— There is anothers9Q«»> 
in-hw nbo feais escaped yo«.'' ^rr* 

iSJ^vfjT did Mrs. Falconer** genkia ap- 
yaar W gnat as in cirenmstaaces^ whirls 
W'Onld hare oenftyiinded one of iaferiw 
icesewce. It is tme^ she had beea throwxr 
Uap mrftiaei arid eonatetnation hy the 
itesk Qcivia of t^ia nandage ; bat hj an, 
atda flfecakft ske had tamed defeat 1» 
*Victorj». With a calisi air o£ trimi^b 
ahe' r^ied to her husband r 

^^ I beg your pardon^ Mr. Falconer^ 
French Clay was only my ortensible oIk 
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Ject — I ^ould have been Ireirjr SorTf-to 
have had him Ibr Aiy son-in-law, for^ 
tWo^b k b ^ 9eeNt, I know that he ik 
0vet^)iehr^ tvith #ebt^*^The *on^in-la# 
I l^ally wished, for has irol escapied ittCj, 
Sir*— Thfe elder brotWr^ English Chy^ 
Ciaf i}( €l«y-HaSl, I apprehehd, [ydxi 
%iU aildw, is )*ather 9, better tnat?^h for 
^^our daugh<!6f «-^ and his proposal for 
Ct^dl^HnA, his illation. Lady Trant, ^^^ 
Ias* Tii^t, antholriised to taake to me it\ 
fy^jjsi 4--U*.. Attd n(W, C6ttimis*ibTier, therfe 
fe ^ *ad df yttnr fe^t^ t^a(t yoftotr datighttl: 
4Aottld he left, ki last, tipott yoiit ^an^^ 
Attd ti^W, I flatter tnyself, yob t^al ao 
itfrowfeige, that I alwa^^ iitTew what I 
wai^ about '^ Mistress of Clay-Hall^ aijd 
^ mreA thousand o, year — I think tha* 
fa doilig . pretty Well for a girl Who ha§ 
nothing." • ^ 

The Goitimissioner was so mndh de* 
lighted, that he wilUtfgly p^rtnitted hfe 
lady to enjoy her triumph over him. 

*^ . Now only consider. Commissioner,'* 
she pursued — ^^ If 1 had htiddled up iJajH 



niat^h wkh Petcalf! — There are people 
If ho do not know the difference betweeti 
a shoe and a sboeing horn ; btit, I thank 
my stars^ I am not one of them — Petcalf, 
ril answer for it in case of necessity, that 
is, in case of any difficulty on the part of 
Sir Robert Percy, I can turn over to 
Bell — Poor Petcalf!" added she, with 
a smile—" I really have a regard forthat 
everlasting partner, and wish to leave 
bim a chance of being partner for life to 
one of my daughters — I am sure he has 
reaaon to be excessively obliged to me, for 
thinking of him at this moment — 1 must 
^ to Georgiana and talk about wedding 
clothes — Laces, jewels, equipages — Mr. 
Clay^ of Clay-Hall, piques himself upon 
iiavittg eveiry thing the best of it's kind, 
and in the highest style — Happy 1 Happy 

girl!"- 

*^ Happy! Happy father, who has got 
Iher off his bands," cried the Commis- 
sioner. 

' . *' 'Twas my doing — TTwas all my do- 
ing;," said Mrs. Falconer. 
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*^ It was, my dear'— And hoj/v^wasit 
bfongbt about ?'" said ' Mr. Falconer ; 
?^ stay one, minute from the wedding 
clotl|es> and tell me/' 

Mrs. Falconer . returned* and in tbe 
pride of successful intrigues explained 
^11-r-tbat is, all she chose that her bus* 
band should know; 

» * * ' • , 

, Lady Trant was Mr., Clay's near re* 
latiou, and Mrs. Falconer's intimate 
friend -^how she had engaged t^r Lady* 
ship so zealously in her cause was the 
point, which Mrs. Falconer did not choofe 
to explain, and into which the Commift*- 
sioner never thoiight of inquiring* There 
are moments, in which the most selfish 
may be betrayed into a belief, that, others 
act from generous motives ; and the very 
principles, which they hold in&llible 
applied to all other cases, they think 
ada)it in their own of .an exception — So 
Commissioner Falconer, notwithstanding 
his knowledge of the world, and his 
knowledge of himself, took it for gr^nt* 
^d, that, in this instance. Lady Trant 
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Mted from tim impnhe iif dfsititefested- 
ffMNNhbip. This point liieqppiljr admitted 
wi(h6ttt qfie8tion> «U the rest Mrs. FaU 
coner could satisfactorily ^plait)-*^Lbdy 
DiEtBt^ being a. irieod^ il^ cotild trast 
^atviij. Mrs, Faiconer %ad <)pei)ed het 
sufid to their Ladjrshjp, ^afnd by her strg* 
gestion, Lady Trant htEid seised the 
hupff mtimenok, H^efi Gn^isih Clay was 
•nragtrf against 1>iB brother fot his strairge 
aMrrlEige^ tod bud depk^red^ Ifiat Clay- 
Hall^ wnd tiie fine «stM^ belonging to 
•1^ ftli^tM g#t»t|^ tliildren tf an kaKaii 
«iiger ^ S»gifeb Cltt^ took fr%^h' fire at 
titia idci, and yKv&rt, ttiat toticH ars bo 
iaA^ the tiotiim dl* u IviFe and tfbltdreti, 
ine faiMi «t ^at fdi^d 16 tnatry oti ptiri^b^ 
fn ptififsh his brother, and to CM him 
off, «w he described, for ever from Clay- 
HdS -^ Lady Trant cotnmtended his spi- 
rit, ^lid urged hitn to put his resolution 
into efleecutiotf— English Clay, however^ 
baulbed a little at tbi* — ** Women now 
It dfeys,** fie said, " were so cursed ex- 
pensive^ that scarce any fortune oould 
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suffice for a wife^ and horses, and all iop 
style; aiid as to taking a wife^ who. 
livoald not be of a piece with die rest of > 
bis establishment, that was what he wasr 
not the man to do " -— Lady Trant an- 
swered, " That^if course he would wish 
to have a fashiofiahte wife, that was thd 
only thing that was. wanting to make 
Clay-Hall complete/* 

*^ Bnt, then, an e^tablishnlent that 
was qbite correct^ and in the fitst !ftyte 
for a bachelor, woold be quite incorrb^t 
for a married man^ and every thing to 
do over again.^ 

*^ True, but tbeii^ to ^w intd ati 
old bachelor, and to bear every b<>d]s 
saying, or to know that .every body is 
saying behind your hack -^ ' He Will 
i^Ver marrj^^ yon know; aocl ail hf^ 
estate will go to his brotber,^. or thiar 
diildren ofSeraphiiia the singer/ ** ■ ' ■ * 
There are some men who might fedi 
tired of having the same id^a rispeat^d^ 
and the self saoie woi'ds reiteratiod ; bat 
English Clay was not of the xwuxib^i 

1-5 
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oii tlie contrary, repetition was neces- 
sary, in the first place, to give bis mind 
time to take in an idea; iand afterwards, 
reiteration was agreeable, as if impressed 
him with a sense of conviction without the 
tfonble of thought." — After Lady Trant 
had reiterated a sufficient time, he assent- 
ed, and declared, '^ what her Ladyship ob- 
served was d d true'* but after a 

dlence of several minutes, he added' — 
*f There's such a cursed deal of danger 
6f being taken in by a womnn^ especially 
by one of these fashionable gtrls^ wfaa. 
are all in the catch -match line." — — Lar* 
dy Traht, who had been well tutored 
and prepared with replies by Mrs. Fal- 
coner, answered, ^^ that as Mr. Clay,, 
of Clay-Hall, had a fortune that entitled 
^im ta ask any woman ; so he wa^ for 
ike same reason, at full liberty to please 
llimself; and though family connexion 
and fashion would of course be indispen- 
sable to him, yet money could be no 
object to a man of his fortune — he was 
Bot like many needy young men^ obl^ed 
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to sell themselves for a wife*s fortone^ to 
pay old debts -/—" No/' Lady Trant 
said^ /^ she was sure her relation and 
friend^ Mr. Clay, of Clay-Hall, would 
never bargain for a wife, and of coarse, 
where there was no bargaining there 
conld be no fear of being taken in." 

. English Clay had never considered 
the mattejr in this point of view:before ; 
but now it was pointed out, he con-, 
fessed it struck him as very fair — very 
Jair: and hif pride, of which he had a 
comfortable portion, being now touched, 
he asserted, both his disinterestedness 
4od his^ right to judge and choose in this 
l^usiness^^iturely for himself — Who had 
a right to- blame him ? his fortqne was 
his own,, and he would marry a girl, 
i^ithout sixpence, if she struclf his fancy., 
X^ady Trant supported him in his bu-. 
i^or, and he began to name some of the 
young ladies of his acquaintance — one; 

would < look well in a curricle ; . another 

» . • « < • « » • ■ • 

would do the honors of his house handr^ 
^pifie^; another danced charmingly,. 
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and tro&Id be a credit to him in a ball 
room; another troald make a sweet 
leitipofed mirse when he should hare 
tW gout— Bot Lady Tnrnt found some 
efojectfon to every one he raenlionieid^ 
till^ at Ia»t^ when he had named ttU he 
could think of in remainder to his hearty 
Lady Trant proposed Miss Georgiana. 

^ Bnt she was intended for his bro^ 
ther/' 

^*Oh! Ao"— Lady Trant had very 
particular reasons for being positive^ 
tha:t neither Mrs. or Miss VsAconet had 
ev^ 8uch an idea, howiever, they might 
hate kt it go abroad, perhaps, tt> con-^ 
oeal thetr real wishes «-•- Miss <>«orgiaim 
Falconer had relused so tnany getitlemeii 
« . • Count Alteiibef^, report said,, among 
others, and it was plain to Lady Trant, 
that the young lady eonld not bt easily 
pleased— that her affections were not io 
be engaged very readily —Yet she had it 
notion, she owned, that if . . • • . But 
she was not at liberty to tay mote 



She.iras -only conmeed^ that no girl irasr 
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mor^ ftdittired than Miss Georgiana Fal^ 
corner, and no woman worild do greater 
aredit to tlit taste of a man of fashion. 
She had all the reqniisites Mr. Clay had 
named. She would look well in a cur- 
ricle ; she would do the honors of hi^ 
house charmingly— -she sung and danced 

divinely And Lady Trant summed 

tip all by reiterating, that Miss Geor- 
giana Falconer never would have mar- 
ried his brt)th^. 

Thi^ persuasive flattery, combining^ 
.with 'Bnglish Clay's anger against his 
brdthcr^ hiid' such effect, flrat he pro- 
•testiid, if it Was not for tlbe trouble of 
the thing, lie did ^liot care if he mar- 
ried •next we^ft. Bat tlfe makitig the 
proposal, and all' that ^ was an awkward, 
trmiblesotne btisinesS, to wliith he coul^ 
not bring "himself. -^ Lady Trarit kindly 
offi^red to take all trouble of tfcis sort off 
hisj liatd&, undertook to speak to Mr^. 
.PalcCrner ff ^he had 'his authority for so 
doing, aud engaged that he should be 
ttmrried witliout any kind 0f awlrivard- 
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ness or diflSculty. — - In conseqoence of 
this assurance, Lady Trant was einpow-: 
ered by Mr. Clay to make the propo^ 
(sal^ whieh was received with so much 
joy and triumph by Mrs. Falconer and 
by her Georgiana. 

But their joy and triumph were not of 
long duration, In this family, where 
IK)ne of the members of it acted in coa^ 
^ert^ or well knew what the others were 
doing, where each had some separate 
interest, vanity, or vice to be pursued or 
indulged, it often happened, that one 
individual counteracted the other, and 
none were wilUng to abandon their selfrr 
ish purpose^ whether of interest or plea** 
^nr^. On the present occasion,, by; a. 
curious .qoncatenation of circumstances, 
it happened, that Buckhurst Falconer,, 
who bad formerly been the spoiled dai^ 
ling of his mother, was the person whose, 
interest immediately crossed hers; and- 
if he pursued his ol^ect, it must be at the 
Tjsk of breaking ojff bis sister Georgiana's. 
marriage, with English Clay-r-It is ner 
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cessary to go back a few steps to trace 
the progress of Backhurst Falconer's 
history — It is a painful task to recapitu-^ 
late and fellow the gradual deterioration 
of a dispositioQ- such as bis ; to mark the 
ruin and degradation of a character^ 
which^ notwithstanding it's faults^ had a 
degree of generosity and openness^ with 
a sense of honor and quick feeling, whieh^ 
early in life, promised well^ and which^ 
but for parental weakness and mistaken 
system, might have been matured into 
every thing good and great* After;h|» 
mother had,, by introducing hink early 
to fashionable compaay, and to a life of 
idleness and dissipation^ disgusted him^ 
with the profession of the law, in which, 
with talents such as his^ he might, with 
application and perseverance; have, risen 
to wealth and eminence — After his fa- 
ther had, by fluplicky and tyranny, 
forced him into that saci^ed profession^, 
^r which the young man felt himsel£ 
unfit, and which his conscience long t^. 
fused ta consider merely ait the means ol. 
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wordljr f)rovifeion, the best step was to ' 
$end htm^ with k profligate patron, as^ ' 
eliaplaiti td a regiment liotDrions for 
gaihbKng— -TTie first sdcrifice of prid- 
ciple inade^ his sense of honor^ daty, 
andTirtue, once abaiidoned, hi's natural^ 
sensibility only faaiftened bis pefveriston. 
He had a high Idea bf tfaei clerical cha- 
racter^ but hie past habits and his pre* 
sent duties \rere ia direct opposition* 
Indc^) hi the sttnation in which he was! 
iriaced, atld with the society into which 
h^ wait thrown, it would haV6 required 
more than a cotntndn share of civil coiK 
rage, artd all the steaditi^^ of a veteraii 
in virtUi^, to hate withstood tlie tetnp- 
tattoos by which he was snf rouhded* 
V^ven if he had possessed sufficient reso^ 
lotion to change bis foriiier habits, and 
ta become a good clergyman^ his com** 
paflions and his patron^ inkead of re-r 
sfMCting, Mould have shunned him as » 
oensdr. tin willing to give ti'p the plea- 
sxite^ 6f eonvivialfty> and incapable of 
jMstaifiitig ihe loartyrdcw* of ridicule^ 
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Buckhurst Falcotier toon abfnml all th6 
))riiic])3J<es to which he could mat adhere 
— He soon gloried in the open (fefianc* 
oF every thing, that he bad onie held 
Tight -^ U|ioii all dCcawDne, afitiid of 
being supposed to be subject tb .any 
festraitt ^ a dergj^nati/ or to teittfla^- 
Mreed hy any of the prefuHeeB of hit 
pmfcsdidin^ fa% «ti^ow^ tx^ntinindi^ te 
liMw his ^kiPditymd ifiirit by darkig^ 
^h in ww^ and actipiiSj beyond what 
fithevs damd.M— .^He «n%h(t ham hmi 
dbecked a»d atoppdfc id his caMer tf 
€Kti«vaga»»< by the octnal "want ef hiot- 
tiey and of enadft^liad iit not unlnddBy 
cdbtaraed^ at thxa eaaiy pedbd^ a iiviog^ 
-« a ft^iird -for saving Biahop CSa^ firbm 
hemg ichokbd^— 'Tbk preferfaeatv oUtohie^ 
in cir emu stances $0 Indicrons, afibrded 
Mm matter of ihucfa temporary miitise* 
menfc and trindriph ; and confirtiied hia 
in tiie idea fa 18 father hai^ long labored 
to incnlcaif^ that iiierit ivas i]uiie6«^$at*y 
to risitig in the ivodd or in the clrarchu 
But however he might endMvor tb 
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blind himself to the trntb, and bow^ 
erer general opinion was shut oat froii» 
him for a tiiae by those profligate per-r 
sdns' with whom he livady yet he could 
not help naw md then seeing and feel* 
ing^, that he bad lost respectability^ and, 
in the midst of noisy merrimeat be was 
often to himself an objeet of secret and 
sad contempt --Soon after he was sepa- 
rated for a time from Colonel Hais^on: 
tind bis companions, by going to take 
possession of his livings he' made an ef- 
^rt to-regaifa hts self-complacency. H^^ 
endeavored to dtstinguish' himself aa an^ 
eloquent preacher. Ashamed of avows 
ing to his associates . better motives/, by * 
'Which he vras partly acttfatad, be pro- 
tested^ that he preached aialy for fame 
and' a deasery* — His talents were such 
as soon accompljfihed half his wish,. at)d> 
ensured^ him oelebrity — he (obtained 9p^ 
portunities of preaching in^ a fashionable 
chapel in London, he was prodigiously 
ibllowed' — his theatrical manner, peiv 
*l(aps, increased the ef&ct of his eltv 



^leiice apon » certain class of his act^ 
ditors; but the more 8oi)er and' nic^ 
judgiog part of his congregation objected 
to this dramatic art a^d declaknatory 
style, as te^diDg to. draw the attention 
from the doctrine to tb^ preacher^ and 
to obtain admiratian frdm man, nu)re 
than to do honor to God. This, bow- 
ever, might have passed as a tnattef of 
speculative opinion or differ^iMie of taste ; 
provided the preacher is l^elieved tP; be 
in earnestly the style of hi^ preaching i» 
fkf little comparative conseqaence. But 
the moment he is suspected of being 
insincere, the moment it is found,, tjia^t 
be does not practise what he preaches^ 
}us power over the mtional mind.<^a3es ; 
and tp moral fceHng siieh a clefgy* 
man becomes an object, iiot wlj^ of qon- 
jtempt, but of disgust aqd. abhorrence; 
JVlurmurs were soon beard against ; t\L^ 
private conduct of the celebrated 
preacher — Perhaps envy for his talents 
and success miuffled her voice with th^ 
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lionest expressions of virtnons incHg-^ 
nation; the murmurs grew louder and 
louder; and Buckfaurst Falconer^ to 
avoid having inquiries mad^^ and irre- 
gularities brought to lights was obliged 
to yield to a I'ival preacl>tr of far iti*- 
ferior talents^ but of more correct coH-^ 
<laot. 

Gonimissioniir iFledediier Was glad^ t^M 
Mi ioil wafi disappointed in this fidiatn^^ 
m he thought it would make him mord 
ttttentive than he had been^ of late^ to 
Cdlond ilttttoti ; and the living of Chip- 
fittg^FHltr^ wad better tvoith Idbkin^ 
Irfter^ thttti the Heetmg fame of a po|>tilaf 
j^aehen Budchtirst, however, still held 
fattM iti high^ estimatibn tlian it hadi 
cVHt }fee1k beM by hts fatbet, who nevet 
valued it hnt a^ subordinate to interest* 
Bat the love of fame> however superiof 
to mercenary habits, affords^ n6 security 
for fte stability of Conduct ; on the con- 
trary, without good dense and resolu* 
tiQn> it infallibly accelerates the degene* 
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iracy of character. BuckbyrsVa hopes of 
obtaining literary celebrity bein^ lost^ 
be sunk another step, and nqw cont^ted 
bimself with the kind of notoriety which 
qan be gained by a man of talents, wha 
condescends t$i be the wit of private 
cidrcles: emd ^f public dinners. Still he 
ipet vri)^ mai^y eompefitors in thi« line* 
Iq the Hgtetropolis, this mendicants for 
feiti^^ lifce. the pnilessional beggars^ por- 
ikm out tke town among them, and. 
whQf^?er veutturea to ply beyond hia at» 
lotted %Qi9lk, is iiomediately jostled and 
^i|sed, and tiie false, pi^tensiona of the. 
wit, and all tUe. tricks, to oblain admira* 
ticvP5 are as save to be exposed by spme. 
rivij^ ^ th^ tr^, ^ ^ falsje legs, arms, 
wd yiariwa iifiposture^ of the be^ai ; 
sw d6«0iiimed by il» In^othen bf^gjai^^ qu. 
.whose monopoly ht has^ infiringed— ^--^ 
Qm; wit was sooi^ compelled to confine 
l^imself to his omSk ^^ and. gradnally he 
degenerated from bei^g the wit, to b^Mg 
the good ttory-tdflcc of tlm company. 
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A man who lives by pleasing, must l)e-' 
come whatever the society, in which be 
lives, desire. Colonel Hauton and bis 
associates had bwt little taste for pure 
wit — rlow fauitior and* facetious storres 
were moVe suited to tbfeir • capacities,' 
skmg and buflbonery were their delight. 
Bockburst had early become a proficient 
in all these : the respect due to the cle- 
rical character had not restrained iiira 
from the exercise of arts for his own* 
amusement, whidi be now foutid indi^-^ 
pensaUy requisite for the entertainment' 
of others, and to preserve favor with his 
patron. Contrary to all calculation, 
and, as the Commissioner «a{d, to i^l* 
reasonable expectation, the old paralytic' 
incumbent had continued to Hve, anfd so 
many years had passed since the promise' 
bad been made to Buckhurst of this 
living, the transaction, in consequetice* 
of which it was promised, was now so 
completely forgotten,' that the Commis- 
sioner feared that Colonel Hauton, no 
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longer under the infliience of shames 
might consider the .promise as merely 

gratuitous, not binding. Therefore 

the cautious father was solicitous^ that 
his son should incessantly istick dose to 
the Colonel, who, as it was observed^ 
never recollected his .absent friends.* 
Buckhurst, though he knew him to be . 
selfish and silly, yet had no suspicion 
of >his bnesdcing bis promise,* because ]» 
piqued himself m being a man of iionorf 
and littk as he cared, ia^eoera], for any 
lude but. himself, Colondl -Hautou had 
often declared, that he could not live 
without Buckhurst Falconer. He wft9 
always >drivi^g with the Colonel^ aridiag, 
betting with him, or relieviug him «fraiB 
the sense o£ Us own inability^ by makingr 
a jest of some person*^ Buckhurst's ^-i 
lents for mimickry . were . an inf^Uilie 
f esource. In particular he couki mimick 
the two Clays to perfectipn, could take 
off the affected tone, ibreign iurs, and 
quick talkative vanity of French Clay, 
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9mA represent the sltKr sarly re8erve> 
anperciliotts dileiioe^ atid solemn sel&* 
iiB|M)rtaQce of Engli&h Clay ; BncUnurrt 
Qaed to imttate not only thoir niannors^ 
gesture> and voice, but coold hold coorr 
yersations in their characters, fall aatu^ 
rally iota their train of thinking^ a&<l 
their uio^s of expression. Once a week^ 
9t leasts the. two Clays were introdaced 
for the naiusemeikt of their friend. Colonel 
(iauton^ who, at the hundredth repre-^ 
s^Dtatiop, was as. well pleased as at the 
if si, and never failed .to ^^ witness hio 
woodfv withaB ]ilk>tlaag}i''-T*-qiiit^. unt* 
«iftsciaas thai, the moment afierwa^ds^ 
whfiP'k^ ^^^ l^f^ ^^ roojn^i this laugh, 
ms mimidied for. tlie. entertainment 06 
^llAiifeoiaM^rof dM band of friends* It 
h^pened one. night, .dia<[ Bnckfaunat Fal-^ 
«Mer^ immedialely after Colonel Hanton^ 
htA. q4itted the panty, hegpn.to. set tha 
table in. a rqai,. by mifnicking his laogfay 
annfiljag; ymkef and silly observations.^ 
W!fa«n^ to his utter confasioii^ his patron^ 



Who'bethovgkt bsd. left, the .TOfMB, rth 
tiirned from behiod a scsefin,.' «Dd cfe- 
tsuiried his .place opposite to Buckfaimt 
^^ T^ot Banqao^s gbost could hftve atraek 
more terrdr into tba ii€»rt of the gailtji. 
- ■ ■ fincklanirst grew pale as death, and 
5i&dldeii v^enoe ensued. Recoveriug im 
ptesenoe of mind, lie thought that it was 
po^ible the Colonel might be such a fool 
as not td have Tecogntsed himself; .so by 
^ Ti uik to one of the coisopaiiy; andf> |^ 
kick under the tabte to another^, ihejooh 
deavo^d toi diake them joia iu> Ids i^ 
tempt to' pass ioff' the drfaole as ihinoriclirf 
of a Colonel WaBertm. . His compaj|5iioii^ 
supportediUtaL^as ^conflinoeA Aiefafe^ 
and the lfhigh:^reaoinDienced./ Co^ifel 
fiaAton fil]6dhiS'glassy4kn4^aidTiol!hihg4^ 
jby 'degrees, kowevkvr h^ joined or pm- 
tendeif to jioin tn the Jaugb, ^%iA left the 
fCotnfaMi^ witibMt Bo4^klnirdt'$h]^iiig able 
vaeaqdj to d^feio^mftte' whether. he had 
duped JuDivor rnet^--^^^- Aft»r the Celon^l 
imtB^faaif sgon^^hvy thia tiaie,^ Buii^w 
km&taA -eoro* jc^.onlf t» . lad£ iiehiiiA 
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•the s^veefi/lmt even'tovshut tlie > doors of 
the . aastichamber^ atiH to wait till he 
beard his parting wbeek— •they held' a 
eonference upoiv the qaestion — doped 
or /not doped ? ■'■ ■ » All agreed in flatter- 
ing BackhfiTSt^ that he - had completely 
*:«acceededin giving the Cohnel the change j 
.and he was particularly complimented 
on his 4tddress by a Mr. Sloak^ chaplain 
to a nobleman who was one of the. com* 
^ny.——— There was something of a hy- 
pocritical, tone in.SloakV voice, some^ 
•tJhing of a doubtful cast, in bis eyes, 
whicb, for a moment, xaised in. Bock- 
hnrsfs tnind asuspidoh of him.^^^Butj, 
the ntjA day. Colonel Hanton- appefired 
as usual,. Bmckhurst rode, 'drove^ and 
Jested with him as before,, and the -whole 
transaction was^ on his part, foi^tten. 
A month, afterwards the Hector of 
Chip|»tiigrFriars actually died.-^ Commis- 
jsioner 'Falconet despatd^ed ' an eiq)i^s 
to bis son, who stood beside Bmckhurst*s 
J)ed ivitb the news, the. instant he x^^emed 
luseyes i& the momii^* -•«-<- Bodkhurst 



PATRONAG& ftA3 

mSnt the messeager c^ I to Coidnel Hfta- 
iton*« al the blurradcs* : and befiNre-Budk- 
btirst was dressed^ the Coloners grpom 
broaght him' an invitation to meet a 
large party^ at dinner -rt ^^ the: Colonel 
wonld be nn avoidably eiig^ed, by/ re^ 
gimental business^ all' morning," 

Backhursfs . friencJs and alcqnaintance 
ii6w flocked to cobgratalate bim^^and, 
by dinne^r time, hehdA,in ImaginaticTn^ 
disposed of the second year'i^ ttthetj hpd 
looked out for ^ t^urate to do tba dtity 
of Cbipping-Friari. — ^ The colnptoy As- 
sembled at dUmer, and* the Colonel 
.seemed in uncommonly good spirits. 
« ■■ ' ' ■ Buckbnrst^ jovial ; and, triumphant 
— nothing ^wa» said of the living, :but 
every thing was' taken for 'granted. 



mrn^f 



In t^e: middle of dinner tlpe Colonel cried 
^^ Come^ gentlemen, fill your glasses, and 
drink with me, to the hei^th of tbe( xievr 
rector of, C|kipp)ing-FriarB/* The gla^se^ 
were filled ilisuaiyt}yy all but 9ncdi:bfirst 
"Falconer^, who, of course, thought h^ 
^ould not drink his- o>vnheaji(h* ,» 
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i&aklyBmn UeAA ; ,'^SMja. Skhky Rteteh.<rf 
CiHpp|i^«-£Viafs>' onr (!briflcL'.7{]ie: patron^ 
laisimg:: hii^ Toibe; .^^ BackhuMt/' iaUed 

lie Witb a laalitteus smifa'^^ ^^ Yoa do not 

• it * * 

Buckhurst:sat fl^&ost*--^ 

*^ Colopd, w Aid a^jes* ? " 

*^A' jest -~ By G - ^ no/*. «aid tb# 
Colteel, ^^^ I iiaie>had enough of jests 
tind jestei^/' ^ ' ' ' 

** Wlhat con this mean I " 
It jpfteaiis/' said the Colftnd,^<}oelIf, 

.that ^idiot as you ^talce ' me, or in^ke 
me tp be, I*ia iio« fool enough to pa^ 
tnn&^e a miiukk to mioiick myself--^ And 
Indreoiver^ I .haiee<the good of the cfaarcfa 
too modi at; heart, io' mfake sl rector o£ 
ene who* ^^has too rectitude -^ I cto have 
my ptmi^r 

The langfc wed instantly turned against 
Budihilrst/ — I^Ming ftdm^ table, he 
looked alternately .isd: Colonel fiauton 
and at Mr.'ISldak, ^and could scarcely 
find words* to express^ his rage 
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** Hypocrisy! Tfeaihlry.!. lugFathndfci! 

Gowairdibe ! -^ M 'mjtiaA Sdnoi'pro^ 

lect you, yoB "wyald/:ttbt 'dai»-*^--**GW! 
that 'I. i^a^ net « clbigyaibii I ** " ■ ' ■ "' driet 



'' It '9 a good time to wJsh it, fbidb/ 
— -^aid'tfae Cplonel, '^bht you should 
b«ve lliought better before! you put ^o^ 
the cloth.** . .' 

Cvrsing hhuself; his* patron, ai&d hf$, 
father^ Backhurst struck his forehead^ 
and rushed ovt of .the room* -^An insult- 
ing laugh followed from Colonel! HautoBj, 
an which Mr. Sfoak.dndL all' the company 
joined —^ BuckhnrsJt heard: it witH ieelf- 
ings df powerless despevatiou— ^He'wUfe- 
ed as fatft. aa . possibles^ hQ almost ran 
tiiropgh the bant^dt y«rd snft ttmki^ 
'the stfreeis of * the ioim^ to gbt ast far as 
be coild fmuk tilts' sbene; from 'idleae 
people — he foiiil'd- Imnself in • tUe open 
.fHASsA, aiidMeaiiu^ agdlhik a ^treb-^Hts^ 
-he^rt alawst bdvslftig^fot' stili hi^ had<Bi 

^ '' Ob/ Mk VircfV' be ^Icddm^ 
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» 

idbud— ** once I had a frirad >*■ . ■ A 
•good, geherods friend ■ Arid Tleft him 
for such a wretch as this ? —7- Oh, if I 
hsid. followed his advice ! •-- — He knew 

me — - knew my better self! r* And if he 

cobld see' me at this mioment, be' would 
^ity me . . .: Oh, Caroline ! you! wonld 
|iity . . ■• . Nt>,' you would despise rae, 

as I despise myself 1 am a dlergymadJ 

-•r— Oh! father I tatbefl what have, yoti 
io answer for I** ' ' ' * , ' 

To! this sudden pang of' ccAnsciencis 
,and feeling succeeded the idea of' the 
reproaches, which his father would' pour 
•upon hiia-^'the recoHection of his debts, 
knd the' impos^bility of paying Ihem-** 
ibis destitute^ hopeless condition r- anger 
mgainst* the new rector of Chipping^ 
.Friars^ and against his cold', malicious, 
.patron, returned with increased force 
upon his mind. — r-'The remainder q]F 
tbat day, and the whole of the night, 
j were passed in these fluctuations of pas- 
sion. Whenever he closed his eyes and 
"^ begad to doiscj' he heard^ the voice of 
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Colonel Hantfid drinl^il^g tbe health: pf 
Mr.Sloak^ and twice he started fron^ his 
^leep, . afiter ' having collared both . the 
rector and his patron— The day bronffhl 
him np relief ~^The mpment.his creditors 
heard the fa^cts^ he kpew he should be 
ki imtnediate dangfO* of arrest -r-^ He hur- 
ried to town to his' father: — bis father 
must know his sitaatioQ^ sooner or later, 
fuid spmiething must be .done* 
* ' We spare the reader a shocking 3C^Be 
i^f filial aqd parental reproaches. , 
f . Th^y were both^ at last^ compelled to 
jretora to . the qoeo^tion^ What is to be 

4one ? r The fatbiejr declared hif utter 

ioahiiity to pay his son'^ >debt9>^ and Xold 
blm, that now there remained W ooe 
way of extricating himself fro^i his dif^ 

ficu]ties -To XwA to a better pa* 

tron . « • • 

*^ Oh, Sir, I have done with patrons,^ 
cried Backharst — *• Never moie will I 
look hack tc^ pi^ttoQage.*^ 

^^ What then, will yout do^ Sir? 



S4* 

I4t^ i« a jail "the femittltijer dt yonr 

' BnlfttHirsI gave n d^ep ^h^ znid, after 
a |M«se/ said, *^ W«ll; Sirt-^-^Go oo 
•^— ^^ Whe is to t)e my ii€w potren ? ** 
''1fk^ dd friend. Bishop aay/* 
'' r^liftTe DO ckim "Qpbn hif&. He liM 
ifrtie inMfariblr me alireadyr 
^ 4%^i^efdi« h6 wilt &> Biwe.- 
^* Not pay my^ dAte^ — ^and ihat i§ 
^e' ptessiog difHcnlty. — -"He eiMi^dt ex- 
tricate me/ aviess tie eottld givi me a 
good ItTiif^g' iihmediat^y, and lie fias 
tion^'b^er iban the one I ' tiave ^keady^ 
iKXdept Dr/ Leteeerler's -^ His dcaneryi 
ye«^l^now,'iB inthe gift of the croWn* 
Beside^] the gocfd dean i^ likely to live 
n& long as I' shall:"* 

'^* Stay~you d6 nmtyet^ qtrtekSir^ se* 
my scheme^ — a scheme which would' pay 
yo0t deiiits'aiid fmt you atiease atoiace' — 
Mki'T^xtttmyClay, the Bishop's sister."* 

^^ An old, ugiy> cross, sivaiidoni 
dcriir* cri^ BnokbiMcvt. 
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^^Rich! paj^sing ricJh !. attd weM m^ 
cliued toward you^ Backbarst^ as ]^l¥ 
kiiow.'* 

"Btickhursi; 'ssSd, «tfett *§he' \^a6 hii 
abh4>rriBn€e~iliit the,fi^ ^of a- eian*^ 
selling hiWfeetf iii Hlferi^ge;,; was' so re^ 
piig9ifai)t to his*^eeling^^ (h'ttt be coqdil 

elie irt aj'iiiL 

n Hts fatlier ler'hiib^ €lsMui«' ISitp^If 
m deckihaticm; certaki"tha4 bd w^tild 
tfe brottght't<y"Jbi6flt^of>'it^aft fesrtj byiA«f 
iretfesity 4o M^lflcb h0iwafi^:i^tic^^^ The 
r^^-AviEl^y #]b«t ^^> d0«fttii^sioti(»-^sa^- 
it^ totifit bid. .-r- it>€«(Mt^t^ preS^^d. — ^ Aijai* 

Tatiimy •€la^i'»*^ ffe^iiw^et idiHivA i0 llitf 
cdhbirj^'td 4he^b.i9lM^% ' 1^ get oat of <tli^ 
w4fcy ef "^ih W^JUjftrtfj ;btiat~ to GdQf$d«i? 

ttb6b*Ht.:-i^-ii-'He>fttotai^ 

ly 't<y Arisfe iott fli6»]^'*rt-of ^IfcWiadj^ • The 

irf8nlWtile'>%duSikeei^l<;> : infel • ikt^^ life 
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very reluctantly, to consent to their inar- 
riage. 

Not so acquiescent, however,*, were 
Miss Tammy's two ttephews, French 
aiid English Clay. . They had looked 
upon her wealth as their indefeasible 
tight and property.^ — The 'possibility 6f 
l^er marrying had. for years been,' as they 
thought, out of the question ; and of ill 
the young men of their acquaintance, 
Buckhurst Fakoner was the very' last 
whom they would have suspected, to 
have any .design upon autit Tammy -^ 
the had long and often beep the sitbject 
df his ridicule. — French Clay, though he 
bad just made au imprudent match witii 
a Ginger, wan the more loud and violent 
against the aunt.; and English Clay^ 
though he wa^ not in want of her money, 
was roused by the idea of being duped 
by the Falconers, r— This was just, at the 
time he had commissioned Lady Trant>. 
to propose for Miss Georgiana. -*-^ Aunt 
Tammy had promised to give him si:. 
thjOusafid pounds, whenever he should 
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SQarry^ 1^ did jiot value her money a 
jBingle sixpence, but he would not be 
vtricked . out of hi? nght5 by any man or 
.woaum breathing. — Aunt Tammy^ re- 
.senting certain words that had escaped 
.him derogatory- to her youth and beauty, 
4uid being naturally unwilling to gire — 
jany thing but herself — refused to part 
«wit|i the six thousand pounds •- — " In 
]these hard times, and when shq was 
£Qing to n^arry an expensive husband,'* 
she laughing said^ ^^that all she had 
would be little enough for. her own es^ 
^blishme^t.** Buckburst would willing- 
ly have given up the.sum in (juestioii, 
but English Clay would, qot recei^ve it^ 
as a qonsequence of his intercession. His 
prid^ ofie^ed Buckburst^ they came ta 
|4gh words, and high silence. *-t English 
Clay went to. his relation. Lady Triint, 
find, firjst reproaching her with having 
beep t^Q precipitate in executing <his 
i^st commission, S^^^^ ^^^ ^ second, in 
which he bteigged she would make no de- 
^jf.— » He re(juested. her Ladyship would 
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^inform 'Mrs. Faleoiier, thkt a ^nbfe al- 
liance ' with her fara4l jr WtO" mot'e thaft -bb 
"kadteoked fbr-t— aiid in onfe ^t^rd; that 
either her son Bwckhtirst'd miwrHa^wifh 
his amit TUttirnY, 6r bfs -i^i^n laarmgfe 
%itih Miss Georgtaha; toiist^htt:^gW*rf^ti^. 
'— ^He ^cruM wot have Ms awht-at Ii4r^ftgic 
^^ake herself ridiculous, and iife wdhM 
tiot ' connect hiinseW with ^ fkufily, hTh6 
€otild uphold k jrornig^ ntaii' in dupiirg^ani 

old woman.*- Lady'Trawi niig:ht bhape 

his nicssagef^as shfe pleased, but tbi^ whi 
to^^be it's isubstance.— — 

la consequence of Lady 'Tiiaht*s* in^ 
trtnatiov; tv^ifch of course was mjMte'witfi 
alH possible deJicacjr, G'6or|^ana and Mi^l 
Palcoiier wrote to BucMhWiwt iA' -tfie 
krdhgea^ termsi urging "him to "give* up 
his interided marriage . *— T!hete werd; ja^ 
they forribly represeutedv 96 laMf othtet 
did' wt>meu with ^rge ibrtunes;' wfKrf 
6ould^itr the course of a shbrt thniiii^ 
founid^i who wbuM hte <^qttite as goodf 
xiidtch^^ for him, diat it' 'w^ouM^ '^rgdt: a 
total* ini^nsibility to"^ the- iot^restf mA 
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cntMnrtiM ^ of hisf i beloved mortbes vnii 
sisterly if- He pelTBisted in his- preseiit 
ppe^drtefbm: deBign. '-*«*«-- BnckiniesliiaiQ- 



■>*I*W 



'^* I; im«' i Bksirried jiastwrda jv anfl 

be t ' ■ ■ ^ 

Yoursi tPttly, 



; # 



PrS^-^^^ %Tmw ln». other yDHtegf men 



7%^^ trtteti andtbe- ftpsts^^ 4!saf>r 

Gfkirgifiila bey^ndldestsriptiaii. 

FttfeoiiM's i d^, i emi-M^f^Si^'^^9wuu4q 

Georgiana^ violent-ia' thev e^qpr^aak^ 
el!hir"4daMi]fpoihtiii«all| waixU t kavd «ex- 
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- ber acquaintance ; bnt 'Mrs. Falconer^ ih 
'the midst of ber mortification, ; retom^ 
command of temper sofficieBt, to tekib 
thongbt for the fntare. She ' warned 
Lady Trant to be silent, and took pre* 
cautions to prevent the afl^ir frbdi bein^ 
Itnown ; providently determining, l^at, ^ 
'sooa as ber daughter should recoverfrMi 
the disappointment of losing Clay-Hall^ 
she would marry ber to Petcalf, and 
settle her at once at the lodge in Asia 
Minor. 

; €i •pyj Geforgiana U married," sdid she 
to herself, *' the CSoinmissioner wiH never 
let me have peace — if English Clay*s 
breaking off the match gets wind, we 
^re undone — for who will diink of a 
rejected girl — beautiful or fashionable 
though she be. — So the best thing that 
An be done is to marry her imraedi-> 
ately to Petcalf. — I will have it so- — and 
the wedding- clothes will- not have beea 
bought in vain. *•—— 
- The bringing down tbe young 'lady's 
imagination^ however, from Clay^Hall 



to a Lodge) was a task of much difficulty ; 
fiLud Mrs. Falconer oftea in the. bitter- 
jpfiSB if£ hex heart eXclaiia^ed, that she 
]^fid the niost i;Migra|efi|l cbildrea in the 
world* It seems that it is a tacit opnih 
pact between mothers and danghters, of 
^certain class, that if the^y9ang ladies 
Are dressed^ amused, advertised^ and^x? 
hibited at every fashionable public place^ 
and private party, their hearts, or hands 
at least, are to he absolutely at the di^^ 
posal of their parents. 

; It was just when Mrs* Falconer was 
exasperated ^by Geprgiana*;S ingratitude^ 
that her son Buckhurst was obliged to 
come to London after his marriage, to 
settle with bis creditors.' His bride in* 
sisted upon accompanying him, and 
ehose this unpropitions time for being 
introduced to his family.^-— — And such a 

bride 1 Mrs. Buckhurst Falconer I — 

Such an introduction !<-*- Such a recep-* 
tion ! *~ His mother cold and civil, mere- 
ly from policy to prevent their family 
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CHAPTER XXXL 



Letter fro7n Alfred to his Father. 

*^ MV D£AR FATHER, 

^* I SEND ycm t#e pamplH 
lets on the causes . of tlie late eitatiges ifH 
the ministry^ one by tt friend, theother by . 
an enemy of Lord OldboroughTs; , Tem- 
ple I should have thoiight the anther of 
the first, but th^t I kno^r he has not 
time to write, and that there iloes 'not 
appear any erf that hekbfid tfte ^oene know^ 
ferf^e, which his situation a'flfords.— -AH 
the pamphleteers and newspaper politi- 
cians write as if they knew the whole — ^. 
some confident that ministry split oir one 
^estion — some on another ; long decla- 
mations and' abuse follow ' as uinal oh 
eac'h side, bnf WlSfi' people, and of 
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course myself among that number, sus- 
pect, * that all that we know is, that we 
know nothing/ — That there was some 
private iqtrigue ii^ tlje . cabinet, which 
has not yet tranjspired, I opine from 
Temple's reserve, whenever I huve men- 
tioned the subject.. This morning, ^hen 
I asked him to frank these pamphlets, 
he laughed, and said, that I was sending 
coals to Newcastle — what this meant he 
xefused^tp ^icpliainy or. rather he attempt- 
ed ti> e.:^/^n i/^ qigmjfpy^^phs&ryn^ t^^ 
people , of ' • gqocl > uudexst^ndiiig , qften 
c^uld' judge. J>etter ;at a. distance of what 
\f^s,p^8&ing in 4he political world^ thaa 
thw^ who were clo^^t to the scene of i^-v 
tion, and. subject to hear th9 coQrtrfir 
dictorf reports of the day -— therefore, he 
conceived that I might be- sending mate- 
rials, for thinking' to one, who could. 
ykdg^ better than I can. — I tormented 
Temple for a quarter of an hour with a 
cross-examination so ^ble. that it wa$ 
really a pi|y to waste.it out of the courts^ 
but I could get nothing more from him.; 
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Is it possible, my dear father, that you 
are at the bottom of all this ? 

/^^^LoMOldboroogbcett airily told me 
the other day, and, in a very significant 
manner, and, fas I liow recotlect, fixing 
his 'Jnqnfring eye upon me, as he feaid 
the words'-i ^ that he not only felt e«^ 
*eem aiid regard for Mr, Percy, but ^r^- 
///eirf^-^^atitifde for tried friendship.' ^-2- 
I took H: at the time ks a general ess 
pression of kindtierss, now li^fcoUect the 
look, attd the paus^ after tfce 'Word ' grch 
^lYieife, I put this wkhTestpWs co^lis tb 

Newcastle. But, if it 'is a secret/ I 

"must not inquire, and if it is liot, ;you 
wtH tell it to me. -^So t shall go oti to 
my own afiairs. ~ 

*^ The other day T was' surprised by a 
•visit at my chambers from an Ea^ 
India dircctor.-:Lord Oldboroiigb, I find, 
recommended it to him to employ meifi 
a very important cause, long pending^ 
'for a vast sum of money. The whole, 
with' all it's ' accumulated and aecunitv- 
lating interest, depending on a point of 
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law. -^ H^avqn send nie special sense^ 6r 
special nonseDsQ .sufficient to avoid a 
aopsuit; — Of which there ha?e been al- 
ready, no; less than three in this cause. 

" Wh^ do yott thiak of Lord Oldbo^ 
|s0jagb-S' ki^idness i Tim js only oiie of 
many instances^ in wiuch I ha^Tc traced 
hk desijte to serve me. It is noticonimoil 
with politici^ot^ thus .to ' recolleot tho^e^ 
.wI|o have 90 meiins of serving them^ and 
'ivbo l&me QeFer ron^iaded : them even of 
jU^eir e^steoiQe '.by :attemkioife at Jei^ees^ 
/opr by. paying Qpurtia any way actively or 
passively* — 

^' The Falc0per8 are all discontented 
wit)i his Lpi^dsbip at this momient/ bof- 
cause he has disposed of asineonre fAacey 
pi|r wbbli(tbi»£etfniniss»oberhkl Idng had 
^19 ^ye. — - H<is Lerdygdfp has gdvBn ii to 
iln .old disttUed. deancaptaia^ wUoni be 
lonew only fey repntation. — * 

^'Tbe aocobnts yon hjbve.beanit of Bmck- 
JbUr<ft6 xnart*iage are^ialas! tooitme;^ and 
•vhat '^you have beeta; told^of the kdyV ^ge 
jHnd ligUnesso is nbt exaggi^rated. ^As tb 
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Isket ,tdtn{Ksr . tuidi ^hor' itv»rice, I am. alhaid 
that 'what yda have- hesflid ^of them^is also 
Irne ; for a brother lawyer of mWnei ■ wH(} 
was! emplojred to draw the setDlettM^t^^ 
says^ she has taicehcare to keep '• every 
peiray she could iii lier own power $ 
and that in the whole doarse of his freic^ 
tice. he never saw to hurd a battle be^ 
tweeti love and parsimony. -^ Poor Bock^ 
huirst ! wh^'ooul^ iisve foi^seen that this 
would be his fate! 1 met him in the 
ttreet yeat^^ay whh hi^ bride^ and 'he 
looked as if he wonld rather be hanged^ 
than receive my congratulationd ; I 
passed without deeming to have seen 
tidm. 

*^ I b«ve jiftt received Mr. "Barclay's 
letiet^^ and am • g^g to - work upon YAt 
settlements'. — So CarblineV wishes for La^ 
dyMavy Pehlbr6ke will be ticcotnpl^shed. 
~I asked Temple, wheftftefirord Oldbd^ 
rongh; had heard any thing of Count ^I* 
tenberg since* his retulm to his own conn- 
try. ^-— Yes; — one private letter to Lord 
CMdborough «-^ from which nothing had 
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transpired but one : line of general tbltnks^ 
for civilities received in England.' — ^Tem- 
ple^ who seems to hav^ . formed the same 
notion, and the same wishes, that we bad, 
told me yesterday, witbont my question-n 
ing him, that Lord Oldborough bad writ-- 
ten with bis own hand an answer to the 
County \vhich none of the secretaries 
have seen. Temple, in dealing up the 
packet, ventured to ask^ whether, there 
was any chance of seeing Count Alten:<- 
berg again in England, — * None that he 
knew' — Lord Oldborough atiswered'.— 
Temple, who of all men is least like 
Commissioner Falconer in dr^uAiloca* 
tory address, at once blurted out, * Is 
Count Aitenberg going to be mttrtied?* 
1 — Lord Oldborough turned and looked 

upon him with, surprise, whether 

surprise at his curiosity, or at the in)pro* 
bability of tfaip Comat's making his Lord- 
ship the confident of his leve^ affittrs. 
Temple declares he was in too muph con- 
fusion to be able to decide, -r^ Lf»rd X>ld- 
borough made no reply, but took.np an 
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answer to a memorial^ which he had er« 
•dared Temple to draw^ poinded out some 
ttnlaeky mistakes, in > it^ and finished 
hy ^ saying to hini^ ^ Mr. Temple^ your 
thongbts are not in, your ,bu8ine$a. Sir, 
*I do^beReve you are in lo/ve^ wbieh sei^ 
tence Temple declared hi« .Lordabip pror- 
•nounced with a look and accent^ thlit 
rwould have suited — 

" ' Sir, I do believe yoii have the plague. 
-r- And if so, do me the jnstice to let me 
employ Mr. Shaw to do? your busln^ss^ tiU 
^on are married.* 

^.:^^ Temple says, that Lord Oldborongh 
is proud of showing ibimself a foe td love, 
"which he considers as the baneiof ambi<- 
iion, and as one of the ; weaknesses of 
human nature, to whidi a ,grqat 'man 
<^nght to be superior. 

*^ Whether the eiecretary: he right of 
mong in this opinion of bi$ Lordship, I 
haw nob seen ^pujgh to be aUe to- de- 
tj^rmln^; and. I .inspect, that Temple 1$ 
not at preset a pierfectly calm, observer. 



•^Ev^ since H^ visii; to the country, 1^ 
seems not tb be entirely tncister of him'- 
self: liis heart is still hovering ronnd] 
about sbpne absent object* What objed:* 
I do not know/ ibr though he does jnot 
^kny insy ciiargey he will not tell me the 
laame of his fair one. I suspect Lady 
Frsinces Arlington of Imvihg stolen his 
heart. I am very sorry for it ^— for I aim 
<?lear she is only coquetting with him. 
Temple says, that he is too poor to 
niarry. He is so amiable, that I ant . 
sure he will make any woman he juor^ 
ries happy^ if it be not her own faulty 
And if they have bnt enough to H\se 
iipon> It grieves me to' hear his una^- 
vaiHng daily regrets fbr having quitted 
Che bar. Had be coutiiiued in his origi** 
nsd profession, he might, and in all pro* 
babifity would have been at this moment 
as his competitor, a man much his inferior 
in talent, actually is^ in the receipt of 
4000 good pounds per ainmim, inde* 
pendent of all ni^n*-^and migfajt have 
manied any woman in any rank. >~ Be- 



sides e.xqB*iritIi fva^h a patwu . aa ^LfOr/i 
OIdboro^gh^ wjbat woisjid be do with s^ify 
qther? Temple feeUA^pendaneegrfeiiQp^ 
t9 his. spirit. — [ — He ia-af a very gqod 
femiljK^ wd was iiot.early used to a $9b- 
i^rvieQ): aitnqtion. His hei^tb top uriU 
l)e hurt by his dose oonfiaement to tl^ 
hasi^ess 9f office — and he has i^o. time 
lor indttl^ii^ his literary tastes -^-up plajj^ 
for his, geHuifi — That was ^is Q;i;i^infdl 
g^yauee at the bar, but his jpjceseftt 
cccapations are less cofi^ge^ial to ph 
taste than law ever was.*— His.brotb^ei; 
secretary, Mr. Shaw, is a mere it^t^r .ft^ 
fact maiij^ .^^P !^ |)4i*ticuLirfy ^axu^uited 
4o him, — Ian objector to every thing wv^ 
a ^cortailer smd contemner, of all elp- 
'guence •— poor Temple i$ uneasy, and dis- 
eontented^ he would give up his sitaatiom 
to.jinorrow^ but that he cannot <}ait I^c^ 
Oldborougb •—- He says, that he has ^ 
hundred times resolved to resign, that Ji« 
has had his letter wi'itten, and the words 
on. his lipjs, but he ^^ver could, when it 
came to the point, present the letter, or 

VOL. HI. N 
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pronounce the words to LordOldborongh. 
Wonderfiil the ascendency this man has 
over the mind ! — Extraordhiary fais power 
of attaching, with manners so little c6n- 

dilatory! Adieu, my dear Father^ 1 

have indulged myself too long in wiiting; 
to you -r- But I will work double tides for 
it the rest of the morning.' I have to 
read over the late Mr. Panton's will^ )ktiii 
to give out friend Mr.Gresham, kn 
opinion upon it — Not withstanding Ro- 
tomonid's cruelty to. him, he is as much 
our friend, and her friend, as e^er— Pan* 
ton^s will Is pii: ten skins of parchment; 
and then I have a plea m rejpiud.er to 
draw fbr Lady Jane Granville, and, wors^ 
than alf, to read and answer four of her 
Ladyship's notes now on my -table -^-^-^ 
By the by, I would rather carry 'on a 
tfXxt for any four men^ th^n for one sucH 
woman of business a» poor Lady Jane-^ 
She is never at rest one moment; never 
can beiieve^ that either lawyei* or solici- 
tor knows what he is about -^ Always 
jLhinks her letters and notescan do more 
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tkaa bills in chancery, cur than -the Lord 
Gjianeellor himself; She fiiets irices- 
santly. I must request Erasmus to ihedi-* 
cine 'her to repose ; she has absolutely a 
/awyet^er^**--- Erasmus is at Richmond — 
s^ht for by some grandee ^-^He is m high 
praictito — he told me he. begsui last week 
to write to Rosamond, from, tbe bedside 
of some sleeping patient, a foil and tme 
ahswer td all hf r ^li^tions aboat Miss 
Paot^p---'^ Constance I should say '^— But 
the sl^p^r ; awalu^d, and the Doctor 

had Q^ter tiirte to^finish-iiis story 

4^dieu-^for I must finish: — Love lo alL 
De«(r Father, Yoqi!» afifectionately, 

* . » 

^ *.* Just as 1 h^an : the. ^eeond skiit of 
Pa^ton^s frilj., a upt^ tf as: brov^ht to me 
froQi * .^.* •whoAL.do yoit thiak^. '.hpvd 
pl^bf^r^gb, Tegu/^ng.U>.9e^J9t at ihnt 
9*clock. --rrrf-WhiH^ cfeji his L<iixHhtp wan* 
lyjth, M|^? — I mwjt^entjt thi$;£Eiln1^;before 
1. qy(n J satisfy my: Q^tf curiosity on tbtS) 
point-Trror yoofSj Rosaftiond."-— r- • 

u 2 
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After finidiing the pehi.al of Mr. 

opinion upon it fi>r aife. Ciresbam^ : and 
penning a <|Qi0ting ^noie ;#9t po^ir^lmif 
Jade Granvine^ AUred^ ^ifi;er to be fmar^ 
tital to the appointed, lioior^ ^went^toithe 
ininistter. 'He need not :fa»re loobed: ftt 
bis watch 8o often, or have widked.'«o 
feat, for when he artiv^d, it wonted five 
srihutes of the time appointed^ and bis 
Lordship hiMi4K)»trel?QrniediMina^isil.to 
the Dake cf Green^idi* AUred fwas told 
however^ tkat ordor^' bad htda givtii for 
ins admitljance ; and bi&Was tsfaowiiriHto 
an iplntmeat, wb^re- hb bad leisiire :da- 
ring d fyi qntfHI^r of an honr to admire 
bis own pnnctviality. At last he beard 
a ndise-ol loieid huizA» io tbe 9trwt,\ and 
looldng'^oM i»f tb^ windoi^, 'be 94W a 
erowtl it tbe faftb«9t ^Md of the street^ 
txti As it stoned Heittrerj peMail^d «i^t 
4it^ popohoe bad t^Asea-the iam&ifkom 
h6i^ ' 01dlMrongh*B tatfiiige, lOid' ^ were 
tba^ng him «o bii own:^or, with lond 
ac^ainations«^- His LorcMiip bowed to 
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tjln^ jfj^oltithdfi a» he gat» out ef hh osf- 
ijiage rather >fdKidly aad cQldly^ 3^ ^31 
Hbm 4rawd tiitvw! np. thinr hati and hnz* 
wtin^ H^vapok^gizeid to Alfrad, a^ be 
entered the room^ for having been Jattr 
than his* appointmeiit. Commiisidner 
Valcooer and Mr. Temple were with 
him, and the Gpmmissionet immediately 
h^an to tell how they had heen delayed 
hy tiie ,wal td the people. Lord Old- 
"bfraugk tods: a pif>er ffmn his pockety 
'and waHced to the. window to. read: it^ 
withrtit seemiag.to hear ooa w^Nrdthat 
ll^ CmnnriMiMer wa^ ^aying^ 4md with- 
ioivk pa^tig any atientibon to the aodamah 
•tkmt ;of -the nmltilnde below^ which were 
again repeated on their i seeing him at the 
window. WhenhialibidahifKhadfiMfthcA 
Jookiqgovev'tfaefpflqpei) hicallisdhi^n 
, Alfred to witqeeaik^ aaditbmi piaeeiitbi^ 
it to Mr>FakoAer,tfaiB taid^ Jn his hangfi- 
.tiest .maoJMieP't^t**-^^ Aw. aqniVa^ent^^SIfy 
ibr ibaj: rineonre t place^^whieh yoiir.^ atlcefl 
for^ and which' it wai' aat of. my.power 
to obtain fipr you* . That i^as: giveii' as 
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Ae jaist reward of merit/ aiidof fuV^ 
services. My private di^fe '* '. /. : . 

Alfred Percy observed, that 'his Lord- 
fship' did not' tide the Vf^^rd] oUMg^ 

1 ^^ My private debts to joxm faliill?;f , 
/Mr; Falboneri could not be paid ^froiii 
'tbie pnblic' ftind with which' I 'anrnrf- 
trnsted; but you'willnot, I h;o^e;'fiftid;ine 
tlftfe/less^ desiitms^ tbat ihejr sliotdd bi- pro- 
,prfly acknowledged. 'Tfce • aihioity/* 
.cbittianeid he,^ piitting bfe ilhgcfr onitbe 
:a]fednt)^whieb the €omioiH»ionef io^ged 
• ttr seer, but at ■ which be had' not dio'ied 'yet 
to' ibjok-^'^^lhe: abnuity is to the flrfl 
fitmouht df'tbat ^liice^' WUtrh, I thrnkrybu 
^Sdred ideywimld satisfy ^otir and^M^^ir. 
ffalcbnl5*?s expectatiin»V' 
r *^ Ob^ 'm^ L6rd> more ifaaii'«atis(fyu . -. 
halt irom your LordsbipVprivati^lbrtbbb, 
Irom y cMtt* Lordship'a own emohimeuts 
,oF office, 1 cannot {Possibly thnk'. J. «*. 
iiiff8.0Pidcoiier 'would, I am siire, be ex- 
CMsivdy distressed ....'* 
? > ^' Do me. tiie £sii6r. Sir/ to let tici fnore 
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Mm said vppn this . subject^'**— ^ iQiermpted 
ixird Oldborough. -r— » " Aa yob/retan 
borne, will |^ou speaklto those poor «peo^ 
f)l?/ wbom.l still bear id the street^ "And 
^advise them c now. to returii (peaceably 
to their homes. My man Rodney^ I .^n^ 
afraid, has thought it for my honor, ttf be 
too liberal to these good/people.T--'Biit 
-you will speak to them,' Com iiiission)er.Vi 
Tbte Goiuniissioner^ who jMverr com- 
plefely felt, Lord OIdbon>ugb'!s charactei^ 
imagined ^tbat . at thia idomeat his l^df 
rsbig soi^retly.etijoyedltliie.dainpr of.popa-r 
lar applause, and. that Jtbis cold indifr 
iereace^w.as/ affected — vriMn falconer 
tb^^efture :protested .i^^itb a : sia! W; :^^. tbaC* 
he would do his best to calm .tfi^^eBCf 
ibusiasol of the people, .but;, thak it i^s 

ajiard>. if: fiot. i«pos^WQ t^„^t», MeCii 

.theit^ of If'Owl Qldtprpagb's p9}i«l»rity 
•-~-:Bl^joy yg^iU- popularity Wy IfOvli'' 
qQUcloded Mr. FaJwqie^ — ^ " EoiQ>)i^lrr- 
^Ojminjstei? in #ny msqi.oryii^ver . wh^- fo 
j>opulAr.! "— r- . r. .5 .;./ 

. As soon as the Commissioner, after 



! 



hmjfiaig'- these wopda, had left the room, 
laord OUNborongkj ii^ a tpiieof sieTcra^B 

-^ J^ioptilaTity ! ^ ■ Thigi^ goes a- ma^ 
Wo^9 wko thinks me fit to be a fool to 
fflpolaiity:!** ' 

** Populiirity,*' said Mr. Temple, ^^ h i 

«^%ad Master, bat a gbbd • servant. A 
great man wilV* as Botke svft^^ disy 
4a^ to veer like the Treathercdek oti the ) 

temple ^f fa9hi<ni with eveiy l>reath <^ ' 

|Mi|Nlariify>*^i^«^ But may he* not, 'mf hotd,^ 
v* . . aays fof y«i4 knoir ^ • • * Ma;^ he 
«tot v/kHtf take advantage mi ib»^ gate, 
wd divecr thit great piwer, so m to 
HMk'tlve itate machinery to good pw^ 

•* A 4aiiig^6<is power J* — rcplfcd Lord 
61d)}or)>ugh5 ttirmng ftom his secretary 
tdi AilQiad, as if he was impatient to 
kpfeak bf business «-—- Temple, who had 
mor^ the habits^ of a mafi of letters^ than^ 
of ai ttian of. businefia, or of a courtier, 
was apt unseasonably to pursue a diSr 
dussion, attd to pique himself upon sfhow- 
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Hig' stiicenty by dedaring a difirence of 
opinion fiom his patron. Utterly ropiig-^ 
nftnt as this was to the Qiimstec^s habitl 
and temper, yet in admiration of ^tht 
bbldriess df the man, and in connderatlon 
lor )u9 true attachment, Lord OIdbor6u|^ 
bort it »with magaanimoils ps^ncef**** 
wlien he had tiine -'*-<» and; when be bad 
not, wonld -cnt it short at once; 

])&flo6i8pUcaUy speaking, if I may pre-, 
w^n^ tt> diSnr fhxa- your Lordshtp^^ '. . . 

^ PibnDit iijbj. Sir, first," intwrapfetd. 
t^irdf OldfionMigby"^ t4« settle mybttsir 
lOtMs witb Mr.- Alfted Fo^,. inrho i^eiog 
ttpvo&MKMMi taim, and in kfig)i practie^ . 
l^ttb^^ 86(» % J!yM» VaUi^ open hiSs 

thfe*:". •.:.•. ':' '\, 

■ liihTiitti^lt^* ^h/b wtts » man' ef qtdd: - 
4iN$h^,'felt<a«(<oT4 Wr^^anee oif r^oof! 
Itoni LdpdddbofdA^ i»itiijctefi' seiisilil- 
4Nf. •'A^^'cdiikl'tiWfik fais'own-ttttei^ 
^oflCtifidii 4««ai'Ki^£ord!»hip*#ai(ta6W'W 
-fftibi^ i^Sfaifv. '^LoN^itUiDi«agii'ia.WMt 

W-6. 
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fleeted in Alfred's .cbahtedaiuiethe. di»-' 
thrbance' in his . friend^s t ' and. immedi*' 
ately 'retnrning, and putting a key iaiQ 
Mr. Temple's hand, - * it' 

• *^ Ycra will do me a.servicey 6ir/^>said 
be; ^'bj IcMiktng over my fatlier'a pa{)cnl 
maiked private ta red letters. ' — 'Tbey may 
be neeesaary in: this buaines^ ~ Thej 9k» 
papers, which I xonld ' tra$6 okd^fwtD xNao 
who has my intecrsts at heart/' ) 

Mr. Temple's &ce' brightened instan tlQri 
and boMiog; much lowert!thatt.;iisqali«'ba 
received the key with great xenpect^ add 
JKirried away to Seartib forthelpeqi^S'.' ' 
.: ^^ For a' similar 'reason^. .rMf.>AilCreJ| 
iWrey,? ; said Ijtfrd Oldb^iMigll* /' tb^ 
fUkMf if you please, be plitfcitofto.'v.yc|i«r 
llwds*** -— Hia: lA)iMl^hi|i nmied/iniifliAif 
towards Alfred, and seated himself. 'V^Mj 
tkW aj^ntr haa not satisfied M^ of ^l$ite. 
A mat) ioto ^iHtt I .have? beep piffj»|^ 
^f those vrfa* Md tM ^o^mfif:! <i«f 
tasineM/ luur laot be^>«ar|if»4( 4n ?ifi|^ 

look iQ^^ Wkf .4iBua,Jthat.,iii§r«lyi.f;ffar 



c^m4: inf^lt ^ CtrcOin^luaceg bslife just 
Wii)c6ii«d' me ' to ' tlie snbjecti and to the 
perception^ that my private, furtooe has 
sn^elred, and /will saffer yet more mate*- 
ji^ljf anleSB I am fmrtanate exM»^h to 
fia4 iimted in fbe same person aJaiwyer 

• 

9^ a firietid/ I have looked roiiDd>. aind 
setf many older! barriaters. than ;Mr. Al* 
fred Percy, but none so likely to* be. in4> 
terested'in >my: affairs as the son of my 
jt^iitsX' GAind^ and few; nafore «a[>able 6f 
cdodutftiQ^/tbem.wiUh dUigenoe. arid aim- 
iity. May I hope. Sir, &r Iiereditavy 
kindde^s fif out ypu, .as wfeU as foh profei^ 
sioiial servt<{€ss } ** ' . ;' 

' No.oiie kilev bettSer tJbi^n Laid Oftdbn^ 
rough hoiv to s^kn reoMfiogv wbiUl«fae 
CQD^rred a, fsfffT;^ and ifierer be..iifif^ 
jpeared harsh/U ^96 otUy inhere hekncw, 
that the .p0^]|h3 tp nhpt^dbM;; spdM* ktd 
jxQtfeelii^i worthy }0i! hM- cmsiil^ntfioa^ 
^Hi« Lcyr4shiv^^ NfMi^b plMs^h^ 
^ mfMM^))o.o^|tti<^ WMimtk 

c^ted, as <mr ^^^g Mlfffn- 9*allAiM 
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^^ My papers then shallbe mMi'ta 
yon directly^'' said Lord 01db6ro«gli» *•^- 
'^ Look over them. Mid if y^m tre^ «^ 
opinnm^ that my case it a* bad one, I will 
stop wimre I am«^-«^If| oa tii^ contrary, 
jDoftfid that justice and law* are -611 my 
jside,. pmceed^ persists '-^ I sbkll- tiwt the 
^liole to < yeii> Sir^ wiAool a fwdtoer 
qnestibii*^ . ./ 

.Laid Oldbaraagh next sp^ of a 
Mewar4 ^i imi at ClttqBBioiit^iWk^ wlk>^ 
as he had maaofa ta so^ot, ifvaa leagMd 
mith ar dsrtain^ tatotrncy, -Sharpe, in ima- 
4siem^ dasipMi. bis Lordfhip hoped^ that 
Mr« Alfred Percy^ doriag his vaei^oiis^ 
tAefi. aptiit m tlUit Mlghhi^trbdod, 
«ight; eowium^y ^iA bis piie^sfioitaf 
^iecy' fiadtifbe l»M€kkt6A these. ^IBn^, 
aM^ m. hk LcH^hip> ah^n^ »^t 

i^MSnA> astaradi his .Lwdsfiap> thut-p^ 

puti^m jiMiff lib% 4ii{^GdttfitlMiee ^!^ 
«iaUb'b«i»i4tM)lQ<li«dv^'. 'V 
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df flif biiaiiiesB, Sir/' pvlrsiied LcMrd CH4- 

JmriNlglii /^ it is fit you shbold know'rmy 

ttieMi mlative to my asSisrs. *^ la sny ptt!- 

iSWit MfeBatiimv witli' 4he iktot i ti^iOy^ 

<iMid the {ippaitHttities I cofimn«tid> it 

wonld be easy to mstke-my ifDvtunie 

f whi i t i iici li'pkabed; 'Av£^g» fd'o^t' my 

^Mnioo;. -^^ it '»r(niy f(prideiiot!t0 itocrense 

Uie burdens of my troiuitry< •^«- Mine fo n 

igiMenin62<€OQiitTy, e^er teady to rawiurd 

ilOT puUiC setvaots, Kymg or dying. -^ 

Bttt, wMbt^'I' )ifie> uever will I spfaelilate 

upon her gieiieril^ityy and,( wben I dle^ 

never 9lialli<hiy'Mi^^appeiil'tblNsr eottu^ 

jtftslribdi My ^w^T ttt it's ienitli, ^hd 

«y dikrsetM^ beinj^ kdimisC^ i' ean-j affird 

%i k^ Airid^tmaiA^ ofirtiat>*«di^ntftimis 

§j^IefktoiS vAIdb ftdSs notMng ib «M^ 

'<ii^^ftit^:' *&to^nyfa«fd^^ig4fiity*^rfr>eom^ 

^ibte>^ ertiititMH t(» eotir >4tfeMf..> /IW 

{H^tte" in^eirdelfM30;r ttif^y coli«e4uM«F. 

ly, integrity, economy is necessaif^f^ 

1 ••for I^^»ibtJ^St»tfgfog' 




*terniine, at thi9 'irioment, ^tbikegni ^ 
^like retretushiyient^ in my expeaiitMO* 
*The <gstal)lf(biMint at r€l«niid«t-*Iih«b> 
'Whither I havemd tUcn^hteof mternitig^ 
Hiay^be reddcei. * I 6o«iliDit'dia^r5tt>'4o 
ybnr Ascrtdotw^ ■ ' ' 

V tMTvi Tbmpie Tlfitnrbed wr|;h > tbe paipav^ 
^oii which Lord OMbmi»0gh. ^t ku 'sMi^, 
aiftl 'Siiid 4iisv Bkilicitor 'shoald, 'wH& ait 
4!ftiieTsr tbiat; 'were necessfirVj (folwer tbeqsi 
-the'nearf'mormiigifo Mr;'PeFcyv^^gAlfnec^, 
t^i^fiil neiirer to mtrude' a mtmi^lil 4»n **tltt 
tiihe ^of tlie niinister, yoa^t wd, irtitboiit 
•refieethi^-his thanks, inAde hil'.Ufmrv 
'r " I oosiasder this •kifif-'itiir M fif(Mr^ 
ba((e ; cineiiiistttfieQi? said [ Lqml' CHdb% 
rimgb, * -^ since 4t :aff<Hi>f}«r - ^mcr . joki^^f^ i^ 

nxy 9erY«ce;':in';a; mode, whi^ cacNMt/^* 
adRled-biri'Loiidyhipy' smilfi^^ >^^ injteifpM 
#iliirlmf««)i>|rrhoyrQr of. mjflipigteriiit .paf 
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imifktfqii^lMrd Oldboroogfi^^m ^pedeB 
iof patrdDige, by which he fcfh faititseif 
^wmib liighly'lumoired,/and*for trhiefa hfe 
Iirarsiire* bis 'Whole {htmiy*w%mld fei^l^re^ 
))eriy '^m(idfaL ' . i ••• ''•• -^ - ■^'' 
> '.' Sin;'!8bld Lord OMHotongb, follow^ 
^g him to the dfapr, ^ if -I ii&dd evei* 
. dtebted di, iyoii :Woiiklf ^conVitice me thft 
IpenfiMA propitoy 6f wanmerp ig' ccliisiitetit 
swfCbliiid^fid^iide'oB iteindJ-^ As to^hfe 

H&bt a0d'a»patfbit JW-ii- ••' ^ • ' '• 
' >» •Biifrs>-+*aiid*«at 4fc wbrdiitorei^-^''» •> 
[ {il^)citiaiiflg4kafeiiii^ 4f i 'LorttniOIdbb- 
robghlsti basiiM^* 'mQUffiiktlijyiliSi''^ to fth 
aiurrenelo^ ioibtooiii^e boftlv^fn ius 
^8faip and ^iAdfirid^/iiiiicli9*^hs«'f«i^liiir% 
fi^groeaUq tooioQtfqyodig bmtiMty '«Me 
-oiil|)4it ii£gitrarhiai.^^oppo^iiiiiti4M'4>f mHI- 
-inig ^moire) t>fl) ifae]cbara<t6P 4l^<li|l aMiQi- 
ieirpbBt4s.ibJ|mt:it dko his^poivaertiNtie 
I afra&'viedioccaftidmity to' bid /f Head^'^MlV 
HBeiB^k. fi'iGlMEmcdiAo'a desk;^ his^i^Otds 
-coiifindd toiiiierfomisiiaC pfiicepaad%i4t^ 



i^f -society, lie hatllingitiih^farim^t';^ 

^. AlCri^cfa . conv^ttfiodi j4m> ia: ddligbtfbl 
cordial to him, and restoreti'the iTiyidtgr 
a^d i^ftejpgyrrof hifif(ihfa)d.l lASfr^i eritou- 
r^ged hftnlbyiela^ldfe to'isabtnit to Aiok 
drbdgeiT^ of I)minMsi< akaired liiib^ tlwk'ft 
mw ofvlcltoni; niay'berane^ apiM^ 
btainesg^ aad:tkisi& ^ ]iabhfljof.boihiBiay 
ihp reedel*ed cofltcpfattible. WHfan Temple 
recurred to his r^^eti for liaifii^ aiMiif>* 
doned thevCtrUin/vesiMirte. o^ a prflfes- 
4i<tf); tandt eftvied Alfrodvbtt..md4iihd- 
i^ce} Al&ed Utaii ptmttedm^ tal h»iil).tfaa^ 
mtKr^stary. .'tutenttr mt^i jietoraanQib 
^JltolVliwfi^^^wvetfyiited^end^ him fywsr 
19»A (foftoMi. ^ Xlsnpltrjaiiovt p^ fec n yd - 
4b« dntifiSiofitW «)fi€eriiiA3alI lka|^!rn)* 
4;pfaAi^(f jtvibiobiis; la^ppofedidte ibe "pcatd* 
eHujttQ dnltpeM. ( t : ia thd iqt€l^afe JdBb«si- 
.«M$^!ij|3f&atiiliiMr^ivrlkkfa>'josdevraftr^ 

^»riGi;;qo )jlt<p^t]alTc[haflioit bSnctod* 

a«mbfeQWi>Mtalu»,,i9iA dtabaoiMiwM 



tsomplfi^iy^ »fliiaBt«r cy^ ^ salgect^Ve rose 
in tfae^Hiiuse ^-Common^ kipd oMude- a 
speech, wliich^ from all parties, etbtaiioed 
jd^/sr¥ed:.si|>filaule»^ Tijk speech was 
pibIi»hed^-~ A few 4a$s eftenvands^ Mir. 
Temple happened to be earUbr thau-^VD 
Qsaai hoar. of. kvee^ and^ ein entering 
Jjprd Oldbordi^h's eabinet> hA ftend his 
Lordship hsa^w^, : aiidi iaad)[)g- ^ith 69 
jainch. altentiqli^ that he didrnptjobserve 
him — he.heluvd Jbii^.Lofd^hipIii ^i<;k and 
d^ided pencil mark pagf^ dfifir page' ^ 
lengtbt drwng aadr tnraing to, throw the 
hook on the tabl^ Loi;d CH'dho^ofigh aaw 
Mr. Temple copying a lettei*. 

'^ ^n excellent sjiedcfato. the fmrpose^ 
^/^^saidl^rd OidboitMi^h.—'f Ithad 
it*8 effMt: CHL the hbuae, I nmie;pil«tid^ and 
I thank yoor friend^. Mr. Alffed Vevqp,lbr 
putting it into my haiids. al: a :momeiit 
when I conld i^ead it."-— . t - 

i Lord Oldbpraog^ .thdnghl Ifor some 
momenta, ^hen looked, omr sone.offiddl 
papers^ whidihe had dndbred MKTeHit 
file to drawr np««^ '/ , 



JDf.'gcllili^^i^Me9 :ai»'beBiiiQe: ft ']^^ of 

^ Hir Lordshi)^ ' sign^ii the ^fliper»9 aifti^ 
wi^ev' 'rtiat : Wm ^fiofebed, ^mrseS again to 
Mt;Tiin^4. ^ ' "•"'-. i 

'^f Sir, smnei • titne^ agd ai plaoe -trais va^ 
eant^ wliieW, I know,- yoo had reaton to 
cicpect -;-;lt^w»s givfcD tci Mrt Sbaw/be^ 
came it ir^S' betti^r Baited to likn tbffia 
to you. —^ The tnamier im* wkkb yon look 
r^np 4i^n>d»3Ai|iept <'«iibired > confix 
ji^ee itk ^y j^ttoeii— i^ ttate yon any ob^ 
5«Mioi3E^ Miv/C^jiii^ to llie diploniatii 
line?'^ ^ '•• 'J f* V ^ ■ ) / • : " * '. 

; ^ *^\lSi& I . ^ ot'I sbotild say , i hope, my 
liot*d; tbai .li fanre^nciil^ ilie.<klbttsi of 4m^ 
^imalatiitai^ 'wfaidb^-as i bave -elwnys Hii«- 
iddrstood; bre iiece$a:avy*to succees' in tbe 
Jdiplotnatie Uiie.'V; • - • 

*^ You bave umfeits^ood iv'ram^ly^ Sir/ 
'•^T- repiitii JU>rd Oldlioraagb. — * '^ I, wbo 
bave aeecr sbmetiiifig'^f ioorts, and know 
iBiMietbin^ of 'cB|dobiafcy,'iiin of< optnion-y 
tbat a man of sense^ whoJttioir^irbat^b^ 



i» alabnt^ ^fbd-' si^ tlie tltifig. ilrat- ifr^' wM 
:iidiL; kell 7 at i once . ivhi^t tlir cw 4^^ * mn^ 
^'wiiat ; lie liiiiiiiet, Wciald' 'shcdDfed.bflllbr 
as a negociator in the preseUfc . fiflate: of 
-£afro]»B; . «hfin cedhilfl :fta]r f^pUoMtbbti #tth 
jaJi tKo&isiin^lfiBtiQoi stBdi^disfiimvi^tio^i ^ 
4&ii^^cb&etd; jdr witk >Jthe:i Att^ ,oF M^ 

,pb[). lo^ng , Qp' Svkii an n air ^'^^ *flirfirbfe 
that almost expr^ssed^ ". , . . 

,'. '{^^Fh&n,9mhf*A^idjiiym adbooie'iCtin- 
inirrghainilfalaodM^ibr jmiknv^.^'' 'V^iS 
hi^iika^ilil udi lsA^imhdfoxif^jitiM$' 
ing ar;hni^dntfpiral!ioiii;i«tfa B:*piDc|i ict 
vsnuiT^ '' pray t with that despatclictUi 
>]n>rbi|%rGAtm/. M#t-.C«Mlli|p^ Fal- 
M>n9i fWcw.i^drciiaiif' fn^nte jtUtrtfir^Vuv 
. /fiOoe for<€flAmi^iofi^l?iikotiei^r«^ 

'; i* . ^Kit)Aftwk^> fimmt lifltoilMr^n 'to 

;:>:f7nbs .i9iiii»taD JhMko»« #«UI iPlf aod 
down the. rooin^ and thM^ ottBmlig:. tn 
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Mr;T«inpte/ soift-^'l' Hb Mfcjiesty tbiiiKs 
ftmpfvl^ Svy to :a{lpdiiit ^o* Bnroy^fki lUe 
pltee. of Mr;rCufafaingihatti Fa|aco0ir^* wfao 

.^f idNOKk ;^!l9iar, /inije'^fd.**^ his Mih 
JMt]p :'doi«*'iiie:igFbatt bKynoir/'i^.icricdl < Mr. 
Teinpi«, ^Iritlb 8«ddeii:giratitade4-«tilieft^lii^ 
couQteaanee nod tone instantly climig^^ 
tqpiroiii^ jb}ite'^r!iD«f>'lie ad^ ^ His 
Mflgesl^ feeainte grdrttf ii^iioi^ ' ^ny » LoJd^ 
but «... 



4tt 



w 5^B9t Ufa* §Mat; f>Ieiaiife .It ' aeeins^ 
Sir;* mk.-lM 

4biligH^ Ihfr/ltiMfibgi yoa bkArtMMed 
ilD jbe ibe *tttdifaiiCMtoRiqt i0^'yi^n<( fts- 

Atrnde i9#iA''t«^m{ iattil)(^i«liliid«(o1^ 

diOQgfat for the advancement of va^^ &i- 
<fltin^Mi4«»..4lllit V\aok4 othwtfeeliH^ .': ."* 
^^ And may I ask, what is the iiatBte 
of your other feelidt||i?cSir^"* ,'^^SA 

Ud' % iUr*-4^ejfc«rtb i»d.viti(n I ^fiiihat 
«kll:lii«m'to imU*' t<^^ «^''' ^'^ ' ^^' 
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:** Qfie^prd incM^^r. — Dq you %^ 
tate, from any i90IWfis ^qf/ d4k\m^^ widi 

,; *^ Nib my. tiordi; yon, li:tp)ti ;tAOrIwgl{ 

0fillia%^9^gl^e|:&9.i»y ^af 4)f>failmg. 
-rrl l*g yoti, .n^ .fkCQii^ xlkHb Ae Qfiyu^ 
that your liordship has had-4he gi^o^tH. 
totnake; would be Ae.iheight istmj ^tpi- 
hitii>n-^biit.«ibeii(0|»i»o»o^ diiim 

the ^wiB yfeo^ptitupyHi Bo eti oa g » ^.^ «*! . 

"'^.w» ;i£i9i»i^ wet jfl^Sc^PM <jbe.!l)9tr 
tomless piti^£iiil^^Vf^ydlC9>;.^«MM,iiM^^ 

uttaral tbe^wtidiy ^ Itam ^.cJ bin IfMFfu!! . 
<^ I tbink;^ .Mkli JUtr4f(OI4)ltmQ8^^ 

« mouth agp^r . i nu •♦•'! 

Mhtve.iaid ifcl q|ii4r$fidf Jt>tt:lK<|rd 



fi86 patrOnAge; 

were <freanli%, br aWakeA . i- - ." " 

'' It is ondoi^tedly u«Q(An^&1)>b> :s^' 

Ikt a tttinifitjer of )|tade^#ofr tfltf cdiifident 

tf a love aiikin said • LoFd> dMboiroilgV 
With an air of ^ni^ ^pre^dlecl tramor: 

your Lortdshipfs^ >d«rfeidti/ >:ejeplaiifaed 

' HejWirs ^ibo inndll 4d)gro88ed byi hi^ 
own' Mlbs^fJ^ui l^e^fmk&xinikd tWe 
wqrds^ to obseiitr^idfaisiLDi^sliipIsi codn^' 
tdna^ni^y Im leiCIMdndtiMryf etn^tioW. --^' 1 1 
wlKs TidM^ but ifor/^t^ iMtkntr ' ^' 

^ Witlxalbdk inom;{>lfteid/Arid'^^tott^ 
tom^wbaC beld^' Mv (iraid voioe^ : Lor(f 
Oldborongh said,-^* Yoa'huto misjadged 
Tie ihnthf Mr.Temfl^^ ff **yQn bais^^ <Mn^ 
a&lved^ tbat your f^eShgn, that ss^h fe«l^ 
ing&^'t^fltd be ftf^der' of derisbtf io:m«L 
Btit iifi^>'9^ii bi^e fottclied uifwij this 
ib^tc%'VAt iM give yoi) one 'lit iit-^: Am- 
bition wears better than Lo'veil^ . ; . : i . 
* L<{ixl''Oidb6rdtigh' s^ down to' ^lite, 
and adikdj^'^one. fovtmiefatJ ^nrinfr ihQ 
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recess, i can spare yon, Mr. Tempi e.t — 
Mr. Shaw will undertake yoar part o£ 
the Imsiness of office. . At the end. of the 
ensuing foilnight, I trost.yoa -will leC 
me have yonr answer* -' * : . .....'• 

' Fall of gratitude^ Mr« Tepijile xduld 

express it only bya^bow^andTeltTed 

■ ' ^ ■ The antichainber w,as .now .iillitig 

fast for the leVee+-^;there:was nopossihiHS 

Jity^ the secretfory sa^ ,of making.. his^ 

#uy thrbfigb iJt,.:ne p^ssibSlity ,o£.' bia 

thoughts ^crd]}ing, £ar *a mdmeot/; to jfat& 

own afikirs; ' . . . . j 

One person after another stopped him;^ 
all had sotiie pressing business, lOTk lome 
business which' they, thought *of conse-^ 
^uence, either to the nataon pr.tlietn- 

' ^Mpr Temple^ I imi^ tpoaUte.ypu'to 
look over these head&'af ahilJL''iiu .i ;.».•: 

' **. Mr. Temple ! : . .• . -. My qoeoiiirial v . . 

Jiist give me'jKmr.adbiM, . .i.^l it ^ ^ ^^ 

" Sir ... I wrote a letter^ thre^ weeka' 

ago> to Lord l>ldb0ro(iigb,^.op t]^e he^r- 
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rtog fishery:, to .wliich * I harre not bad 
the honor of an ansmrbr.n : . . 

** Mr. Tenipkr^ . . « the address from 
Nottnghami • . ..Whece's the rtply ?.'' 

'' Mr. Temple, may I know*wfae<hfi^ 
his vLoiiKship meitis p6 see ns gentlemen 
fi»m the: Cky «boat :tbe loam? '' 

" Sir-^Pray, Sir I • . .'My new invea- 
tfou for rifling i;ailneB--*-Ordiianae de- 
patftmentl-^Sir, I did apply -^ War Of- 
£oe too, Sirl »t- It;s very, hard I cao't get 
an iani¥i^lir— .bandaedaboot ! — Sir, 1 cant 

_ « 

think myself well nsed • • • • Govefnoient 
shall bear mere/* 

** One word, Mr^ Temple, if yoli 
please^ alwnt'tkhes « • . I've an idesi . • Z*^ 

'^Temple, doa'tibrget the Littfeford 
turnpike bill — — ** 

*'. Mr. Tenple, whd is to ^condtbe 
motion on Indian .idBBurs ? ^* 

^' Temple, my good' friend> did you 
speak to Lord Oldborongh aboat my 
Mttle affair for Tom?" 

" M». Temple^ a word in your ear — 
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^ 



tbe member for the borough, you JmaWg 
is dead ; letters must be written dirtctly 
to the corporation.'* 

*' Temple* my dear friend, before yon 
go, give ma * ftwik,** 

*^ A very full levee, Mr» Temple! — 
I'll just make my bow and retire*' — said 
>an idle gentleman. ^ 

Af^Templfe" wished thaihe^ cbuld do 
the sainei Levfee otev stt- lait' — and ne- * 
Ter 'did levee appear so long. Mr. Tim- 
pie got twnf fr6m tnemorikUstbf peti- 
tioAers, grktaikeed, mehy of bnMness> 
i(fib* men, iiMV6in#ti, Hii^ dbaer^ ^}epd», 
then hastened to Alfred to unburden* bin 
Mttio-^and to^ rc^t JWi-erfthMstedl'spintii. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



1 HE moment that Mr. Temple reattied 
his fiiend^s chambers, he threw himself 
into a chair. 

"What repose! What leisure! What 
retirement is here I *' cried he«— - " A maa 
can think and feel a moment for him- 
self" ' 

'' *' Not well^ 1 fear; in the midst of the 
crackling of these parchments/* said 
Alfred, folding np the deeds at which 
he had been at work — " And I wonder 
you don^t complain, as you used to do, 
of their musty smell; for my part I 
think I am like that good Lawyer, who 
acquired a special love for the smell of 
old deeds — However, I have now done 
tny business for this day, and I am your 
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OTfan for^hat yon please — If you are not' 
engaged by some of your great people, 
we cannot do better than dine together.'* 
""' With nil TOy heart;' said Mr.' 
Temple. 

" And where shall we dine?" sai* 
AHrcd. 

*' Any where you please — But I have 
a great deal to say to you, Alfred, don't 
think of dining yet." 

•'^ At-the old workl " cried Alfred. 

I 

« ' You thmk of convincing, whtle I ihi;ik of dmjng.'" 

But, as he spoke, Alfred observed bis 
friepd's agitated countciriance, and iip- 
mediately becoming serious, he drew a' 
rhair beside Mr. Temple, and gaid • - 

^^. I believe, Tenaple, you have some- 
thing to say, that you are anxious about. 
You know, that, if there is any t^in^ I 
^an do, head, hand, and heart are ^t 
your service/' . • » 

*^ Of that I am qtiite sure, els^ I- 
should not come, here to open my heart^ 

02 



Loridr Oldbora«gh ii«4J4|iisglt w4-^;n4r 

tbotight there was any cbance of 9miQ^ 

'^ Yoo have not told me Who the^l^f^^j^ 

;^ess ? ** . - • . V 

• " I hiKh: gofSM^d ♦^ buJt I. wiiVi to* be 
mistaken — Lady Frances Arlington^"* 
^ Quite mistaken — Gdess again — ^and 

. " N<iyi^r bonv»! ^ Qni5 of «y ^Ht^JI > 

«No?-^ 

. *^ TGhao. it mustbi^ «ti I oaoecbpfied 
.. . s. But w^y dl4) 3^ uvi^x, nigw^^;i^ 
tf iiwb^for*??* 

J^r« T^wglet 4?clMrAdi tibAt? b^.h^. 
thought there Was so littk ^i^MS^. Q^ 
bps ^V btiag i« .circMPstani:;^'. in^ iibkb 

bft €aidAim«nr]b mf^wi^fi ^« wonMt4 <wb9 . 
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W sot a lai^fe <wttinfe4oif bit •im^ tfaat 
%e'liitB*«ca!rce)^ vettimd to avviw^ etnen to 
liiffnself, bis ttttaelilntttit. 

oot^" udUM 3». '' ;liidiicd I , dtdiimtt 
khotrimw seiSoot fa^baoBclss/k imij^itfll 
this *9DiidentpMipo9al*wss marie, tn^osf^f 
leaviDgSoghmd.: tliaoi^felkydiatelBkb^ 

lA.vpktti Ipron, 'liOolinQt loove.Eiglimd 
withoat knowing my fkte* JBot^rfoiilt 
ktfide Bidbe "a '£kfl ^tm^eliV^^ft^tl. 
No itAXk t>f seooe wiM id9tnOil» Aam«Ao« 
Mif^ a re&tal: thii «vfcry liiail osgittiJto 
fld>>or 3ie oaevifiDes fbm ^gnaiy ^of ;tii4 
woitoan ^hbJooei ^Ib kis Own £idiai|v]i|6ii 
I knbw, tkat m those . 4a]» .^^eniieaooii 
nitoiiS'lEUie t tooaU y^aiEpeit tii t^OMiiifn^. tho 
ToklMtaM of tbelaiiy thef wish io address 
T)0 ioqutfe^ whetlior the kdijr-is engaged 
or not, is/ 1 .thittk> jxrudeBt ;aiid -komOof 
abte:4int bejoikd tkis^ i ooaaidor 'itto 
be treacherous and liase ;to cudesMr^ 
tojr any itulifseot noans^ <o> enga^ nflar- 
tions to say. what a lover should learn 
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Wily from the lady hfewelf: Th3erefQfe> 
ny dear friend, all I ask is^ wbetbigr 
yoii have reason, to belieyeV ^^^ yoitr 
mttt Ro8a^lon(f s heart is peengaged ; 
i>r if; yoa think^ tbaC thet& id such a <»f- 
tainty of lay bemg rejected^ as ought, 4ii 
eocBmon prqdence) to prevent my hazMd* 
irig the iiiortlfi^atiDn <»f a reftisal ? •* 
. Alfred as9vi#ei hfs friend, that, to the 
best of his b^iefp ^osamottd's beatt Mas 
disengaged — ?• ..." 

.' *'And,* cotitinned he, ^ a» a witness 
is GOr-dught to be prepared, to* tdl bis 
cause of belief, I will give you mine*^ 
Soime time since I was comoiisrioned by 
a gentleman, who wished to address her, 
to make the previous inquiry, and the 
answer was, qtdte disengaged. -~ Now as 
she did not accept of this gentleinan, 
there is reason to conclude, that he did . 
not engage her afiections • . /' 
I " Was Tie ric^ or poor, may I ask ?** 
interrupted* Mr. Temple. 
- "That is a leading question,*V said Al- 
fred. ' 



« » 



i ^' I do hot 'want yoa to tell me wbo tlie 

.KUBtleinairwas, I know that would not 

.})§ a fair question,, and 1 trust I slkoold be 

as far. from asking, as you from answer, 

ing'^it-r^But there are so many rich, as 

w^ as SQ many poor men in the worjld, 

jttnA io answenbg to the inquiry, rich or 

fK>or? what city ior court man do you 

iniame ? — | want only to draw a gmeral 

'inferanoe, as to your sistar's taste £9r 

wealth/' . . 1.4 

. f ^ Her taste is assuredly not axdnsive* 

ly for wealds, for hw last admirer; was a 

gentleman of very lar^ fortune/' . . , 

^^ I am happy, at least in that respect, 
in not -nsemUing him/* said Mr. Tcqi* 
^e.. ." Now for my other, question — 
What chance • . • • for mysdf ? " 

'*'Of that, my good friend, you must 
judge for yoorsell-^-By ycmr own rule all 
yon have a right to hear is, that I, Ro- 
samond's brother have no reason 

/or btlieying that she has such a repnig- 
nance to you, as would make a refusal 



Inhiiilt *minif JiidAf aliiuj^ I laut i wU^ thR 

nnell '«k the $»st of my iiitolly^^ in ilUfir 
IbilSMj ki^Ibs of )Jmllfl4^l||HMil^i^ij^n^ 
MMsiflkriif^ £ydi»i«9 bar ktnrlirtreiMMl 

h(im4 i |i fceid^'biartirfafc'^»«».v i ^•- . 
: J^'Anl iiNillh& iOMa»it Mtei^^ 
tcr,^ cried Mr. Temple, *^ Will fiMlu'^^^. 

^in^>Miiii y0i4 4Dy idew^Iw^e • »..^^^ 
1 am reiE%. Iv^^'Sflt toalt at auji'SUMkielit*!^ ^ 

'^ (Sod bkw T^vf t^ OE^ spMtir tbb 'bets 
)torfllnn,^Ti|ia» s%lrt it Ae t3oioli9f:§i€Hi 
iJkai^. *i-*^l% inm AoiL ttdns : our ^Ittoesy^V 
ttaid'ire^m^ddblng. up his teti 

lttai% f^mfJmmt^^miBMvJi tab* f^M^. 



9a m oMdb as wriKim y4>ti, tbcmgii lib 59 
iiMrjii love.«^iD(»y«ii stuy ifitiiiiiie. Wit 

ready to set off." > 

. Mr. S'emple aoceiled. 
> ^^Jii 'thm nuMOk time,'* mid iOftieiS, 

fmrrstrUi who cliaifldifaeciiBiialted/' 
Temple^taid lie •VPM turt) ^ilntt tttt faik 

-apiireveof antaltia«c« ^ith4l» PiftcyiAih 

dM;:&ey'wBlJca]i! dbiMit'tfaa matl^ 3tf)^ 
nlatioos^ tbMj^li ^i^h aad tmighttf ftf^ 
pfe^ iiwva niever llevii isf • amy ^service ^ui 
«w^ rtiny QM the grandv^aiid too bc^y^ 
to tnbid a!4]iatheraiyo«nigar>1mitbari^f m 

iiitee in ^m\^^ >^v«nMeliadtfe^; o^ i^blfe 
JiiaBsedtiei^^^wKdt JMe wlqttaiiihas' nmxitt 
^ivM^ ' yikiy ikiii« ^icir? tee 'batf >«i' m^h aa 
•tlieimad 4 halte tft^de- ftir toj^^^ 
. .'ffinioe>lilyite^Al^edrlfas»1ly4>i€AMl,^^^ 

o5 
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did not let this friendship interfere witE 
..the justice dne to bis sister, of leaving her 
^ble arbitress of a question, which ihbst 
concerned her happiness. . 

" You understand. Temple," said he^ 
." befdre we set out, that my wishes in 
your favor are nothing to the purpose.— 
Mtich as 1 should like to have yon for my 
ibrother-in-law, if love and fortune per- 
-mit, yet observe, I shall use no infliaence 
•with my sister, direct or indirect. —-In- 
deed my being eonsciotts of iny own at- 
tachment to yoii will make me peculiarly 
•delicate and careM not to intafere or bias 
Jber in aiiy degree, by telling my wishes." 
/ Mr. Temple understood and. approved 
jpf. this, declaring, that it was precisely 
what he desited^ and what he ilheuld do 
\ij any friend and sifter i^.similair {lirctim- 
\$fAnce^. Hid pride and reason, he said^ 
would equally revolt from the idea of in- 
ter fereace of friends in his favor.- — 
*^ Luckily there is no probability of this, 
Jdt I fkxn too poor for any prudent fr&nd 
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to mterfere in my favor. -^ And were I as 
rick as Croesus, yonr sister's family I 
know practically, as well as tlieoretically, 
would leave her entirely to her own deci- 



sion. 



All these prelimiqary delicacies — but 
not false delicacies, settled, the two 
friends set out on their journey. :r- During 
the last stage they were lucky enough to 
have the coach to themselves, and Mr. 
Temple made himself amends for the re- 
straint, under which he bad labored dur- 
ing the preceding, pait of the journey, 
.whilst he. had b«e» oppressed by the pre- 
sence of men, whose talk was pf the 
lomex concerns of life. — After he bad des- 
canted for some time on the perfections 
of his mistress^ .Jbe ended with expressing 
hksurprise^ that his friend, who had often 
^ late rallied him upon bis being in love, 
l^ul not . guessed sooner who was the ob- 
ject of his passion. — 
- Al fried said, that the idea of Rosaqiond 
lia<LoGcuri»d to him,, because his friend's 
absence o£ mind, might be* dated! from 



M 1 ^ IH4» 



ilbe tine bf Urn hat Wieit <to 

Pmfci but -bM AMmd, m^ljaStf Eradoes 

% feftcsKd^ 4liat her tkdyshi^ «I(Mdi >to 
captivate or dazzle yon had not 'Jbcsa 
lydlte witbodt^Mlecti 1 riirOT fslaU iki itkht, 
mni tibtegbt bt«n jBoitr pttfees^df iRoan- 
^MdttfTfe 4i^»ofittimi tnidttfsnipnr/teettipami 
witb ihi!r'ljaAysb]p%> ivn^t «ofliy be trsiti? 

\i^^r4gitorre,^rfnmei^'a0vlo«^^ t 

'^* ¥hi^ %as no ttee fin tile' can J'naX 

ili^«eiijei]g^foom imy ohstmnlff ikto nJl 

itfy 'iQre9 *wei^ fdaawled^, ai;id>befdDe i oii^ 
wftet»i 4lle i:lsfe ^ ^theta ^aQ£ciral]9u<«^ 
IWflifirfle ^be ^kQdMfdbJBcAS'^bf *lNlKi^ 

]^«M9€isxiAif*lit^!Mii9 fiffid jdM imt nwtfhm^ 
tween Lord Oldborra^Vs M»fir6^y> JoMl 



mi4 ^tf^) 'to«^i9tr iimigmfic^iyt; to iis% 

ntimber of her conquests. — I, n^UfttfAt 

49dA0ay» <iif^theiM*/'tims slimmed :l^ 
|]|dMiBiytim¥iret^«aid fv&nkgayetjrof Ltidf 

***** JStrangsJy wild, or madly. gay, 
1 ;caird it only pretty Fanny's way/ 

fleUt daogdT' of sicfeJiaDging Iroe fi%fas £ir 
jy»^fcipi3ie&, i bdoane 4acqniMcd with 
pmn lister vBesaaiiDnd. ^lu :ike ^jcMittnf^ 
iImA itinftnT'cicciiiaslfeBticeB lialDite £aiiaiiaUa 
fiir /the ' iief^hi^enfc ^nf xinracM;, tlMii 
*«Bif 'whicli 'kaigliit 4ooDiir iir -nontiis «r 
yea;iiB>)li iil>l0Hrniffe,.<iH^ the ibett 

aiid^»3wittita'4ir0^«Mi-diyi^^ I li«d^tei« 

'9We^to40B^««idd^^liRii^ttlie<4^fiH3^ ami 
^A& .l«9eii9kl^iD& li^tiM^^ 'LadyE^noep 
i^aMiBgtxseff% tcftlarftckciv^^i^^tliAt^iDf ^mur 
«ti0W;^«4iPiiiey iftteinfaled^aGU'iotittr in^ii^ 
taMi 0pl(liine88iit£4flildfeotyiaiid of iiici^ 
ii(g^$:«^ flit, UptJjIlitHMss, 4ibd >eii«l^ 
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siasm/they were also to a certain degree 
alike. — 

I was amused by Lady Frances Ar- 
lington's lively nonsense^ tilL I heard 
your sister's lively sense. — Her jLadyr 
ship hazards saying every thing that oc- 
curs to her^ and often makies happy hits ; 
bnt your sister's style of wit is far supe- 
rior, and far more agreeable, because it 
has the grace, elegance, and, above all^ 
the infinite variety, which literary allu* 
sioB supplies. I found myself pleased^ 
not only with what she said, but with 
the trains of ideas, that, by a single wordj 
she often suggested. Conversing with 
faef> my mind was- kept always active^ 
without ever being over exerted or fit- 
tigued. — I caQ look b^ck, ^ud trace the 
whoU progress of my f^ttachinept I he- 
gan in this wa^^ by finding her conver- 
sation mo^t. delighl^l — but soon disco- 
vered that !she was npt pnly more euj^v* 
taining and more cdltivatedi but &« m^re 
amiable .. than ray idol^ L,ady FraBars> 
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b^caose she had n^ver heed an idbl^ and 
did not expect to be adored. — Then she 
was more intieresting^ becanse more ca« 
pable of being interested.^ — Lady Frances 
recpires much sympathy, bnt gives little ; 
and, for that enthusiasm of temper which 
bad, at first; charmed me in her Lady* 
ship, I began to lose my taste, when I 
observed that it was always excited by 
triflel, and by trifles that cdricarried her- 
self more than any one else. — I used to 
think her -^ what every bokly calls her — • 
a perfectly natural character, and so, 
perhaps, she is --^ but not the better for 
that "7^ since dhe is what, I ain afVaid, w« 
all are naturally '-*^ selfish. --^^ Her Lady- 
#hify, if I may nse the expreftsioji, is en^ 
• thusiastieaHy selfish. — Ytour sister — en*- 
thnsiastically generous.— =- Lady FranceSr's 
manners ails eares9ii%, yet, I ikmbt, whe- 
ther she feels affsctioti for any one living, 
except just at tlie moment when they 
are ministering to heir fancies. — It was 
Htfiss Peroy^'Warm aAictiiiii fdr hc^ skier 
Caroline, which first touched my heart 
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•outwit Hra8i?CfHrf^»**-4[to idiilrt, ^h^rtte 
j#lbt «iiftt^«^^f «6nCWsti«hftd iresefi]Matt«:«; 

fr«iiJ«i«ires^'tfaM:cMM'iMM; bm« b^d^tfaie 
loag^ ^o tlMiM(Aatt(liati^ pi^imr lo ^M^ 

mfer ikii - mifties^.; 'kfe let 4eii|gib bccttM^ 
«tedllitdf ^etirt. <^ ¥falpf- "iv^fe' <#ftlitll 
^newidf'llte'Hilis^ Mid tOd'ttittny ifee]%ig« 
<0owdtd QpottiMs -ttuifd, tio vteikfrimed 

- ^ 'twelve fait* trench romances neatly gih,' 



• k * « « . 



' .' n 









^e iv«s- Ale 4c4ij«lt Jti^ tM^ ffdi^km-^^ 4 
sequent and rapid dis^tmrf ^^^Mml^A 

p0f6uia»xk'ki thte fidtlettM^ 'i«r'ki^^4ad 
*es$iM d»Api^d hw ipmmittdi^i Hit 

tIi Ml ii» bi^iad^ftM elMdg^ HbW^ «fM« 

^F^hdir lab^riftr Wild^m/* sd tbut .«lHe4yad> 
Ifirom tte li»ie 4A!e ^Was ^ <^ikl, td)d ttif^fti 
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pear in her confidential conversation^, 
that impradence never passed from words 
to actions, •^•^ And now, when she was 
called npon in an iiiiportaht event of liit> 
todeeide fmr herself; she acted with coti- 
summate discretion* 

Mr. Tetiiple's character wA manners 
peculiarly pleased her, and his being a 
mauof birth and famfly certainly ope- 
rated much in hit favor^ Her parents 
aow^ as in Mr. Gresham^^s case^ did not 
anSkr their own tastes or prepossessions 
«io interfere Tf ith her happiness. They 
liad never urged her to accept of Mr. 
Grelham, because he was rich ; nor did 
they influence her to reject Mr. Templ^ 
because be was poor ; but^ without lean- 
ing too inuch to the worldly or to the 
romantic side of the question, they placed 
before her dl the advantages and dis- 
advantages of marrying a man of Mr. 
Temple's confined circumstances, and 
.they left her understanding and feelings^ 
jto determioe what ought to be done. . 

Caroline^ grs^le^ for the ' sympathy^ 
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Trhicb Rosamond had always ^hown ber^ 
took the warmest interest in this aflbir.-^ 
Caroline was the most excellent, indnlgent^ 
yet safe confident; s^nd as a hearer, she was 
absolutely indefatigable; Rosamond ne^ 
Ter found her too busy, too lazy, or too 
sleepy to listen to her -^ late ^ at aigh^ 
early, in the morning,. or in the mo^t 
hurried moment of the day, it wasi-all 
the sfune,, Caroline seemed to bMi»> no- 
thing to (}oi but to hear^ think, andfi^l 
for Rosamond. 

^' My dear Caroline/* cried Rosamond, 
^' I must marry Mr. Temple at once, on 
purpose to pay you for your patience Ib 
listening to me.** . 

*' And how will your marrying him 
pay me ?*' 

<* Why you know if I marry him next 
.week, the week afterwards I shall . ac- 
company him^ on his embassy to that 
Court, where I shall see your, Count 
Altenberg .... I beg your pardoi^ . . > . 
Really, my dear Caroline, I did not think 
that name would crimspn your face sq 



4wplSr.-^^ YtJitt Mf€ het^ m Wtopl^eT^ 

*p6be ttf Mf, Teftiple, Yehiittdlrtg ^ftti^- 
.dl»e'.!AcykAd'<5Mre to isdMe de'eiiim), «» pii 

tftldtfirtlllKiTOi^, ^is^ftj)^, d}8jT6sttton^ sfnd 
kmfiMl%, 4lwambtitf )dl<)WiBd 'tb V ^^- 
cellent — his conversation ^tk^pktttctitaiTy^ 
i^ tffe' AWe .-^fh shfyft, ^fter ttarcbtng in 
^^^if- 'ati rfbft»«3an j ' *lie wa$ bliRgeii to 
l!6iiiSMs, iittit'i%ft WkeA Urn. Indeed, be- 
fore she had allowed this ^ Wordd. lief 
ift«^fti^ ^8 "slstar 'lati iitiafle t\tp ilisco- 
▼ery, and had seen the struggle in ^%f 
tttftitl 'lie#h^^rti%te and prffdtofee. — Mr. 
• IVtaijifcs^s fcrtttrtift 'trtli iiUt SUifitietft foY 
fttjto 'tb K^^pdn, Hnfl she knew til At a 
^•fHfe*4ltt %fe;pilJStertt tfrctintetances mtigt 
be u' bttt^m i to "hkn ; 4htr€fore, nbtwitli- 
ifMtt^Ri^yi^t]bt'!rirp«ssion/aAd a^ 
Iyer ' <i#ri 'pMrtla!tt^f cbifld trtge, nhe tie- 



^dedJy yefwcjcl W3»iy^«^«al of m imw^ 

apf Gagagemeuft, or auff^r bim; ta lii94 
himself .by any projpia^ for tb^ ^itqre;, 
bat be Qbt3J.apd permi^supj;^ to cqry«3QQn(i 
with bef duriog bis ^bs^tioe . fcoift , Epg* 

land,, and i»Hh, tbe boipe, timt ^h^. m^k 

not quite indifferent to bim^ be took 
leave of ber — returned to town — waited 
upon Lord OMborougb— accepted of tbc 
embassy, and' prepared for bis departure 

tP,,the, cftfttiwnt 

. ^'J^ow I, tilwU likee to- «e^. bw fti:jt 

fettCT. fwm abwadJ'* 3u)ld R«s«w«ndrr 

lac^n^ at CawJf fle — " npt fot i»y. qwr 
Bake, orbis^, my deftr^, but jw*. tbftt.wi 

lAay s^i3fy <m C«UY0«<{(;»bQut|b« Jtf^nOfif 
wbo must not be naoied/* . 

tip« of way/eit. tbiftlfwg ot l^,, niii^wU)^ 
lis, ber, miivd^ .wbick>:bad/lifV9i^.actJT«}|^ 
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sister's concerns, was now left to return 
upon itself in all the leisure of retire- 
taent. — Fortunately for h-er, about tbis 
time, sbe was again called upon for tbat 
sympathy, which sbe ^vas ever ready to 
give to her friends. — Sbe received the 
following letter from Mrs. Hungerford. 

Lett^Jrom Mrs. Hungerford to HBss 

Caroline Percy, 

" Come, my beloved Caroline, my 
dear young friend, friend of my family 
and of all who are most near and dear to 
me ; come, and enjoy with me and them 
that happiness, which your judicioas 
kindness long since foresaw, and your 
prudence promoted — 

"Had you any of that mean spirit of 
doquetry, which I see in so many, you 
might with charms and talents such as 
yotirs have entangled Mr. Barclay jn a 
hopeless passion, and have wasted the 
best years of his life in a fruitless pur-' 
5^jl^_i-But you at once knew yonr .own 
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mind, convinced him tbat you knew it^ 
and restored him to himself. • You might 
have exhibited him a captive in your 
ehains — ^honorable he would have thought 
them, and so would any other man of 
taste and sense— bat you preferred 
to the gratification of vanity the cer- 
tftiiity of not wouhdiag tlie feelings of a 
friend, and the consequence is, that you 
have in that friend one, who loves and 
admires you as» warmly as I do — I can-* 
not say more.— ^ 

"^^ My niece. Lady Mary Pembroke, 
is at last convinced, that she has it in 
her power to make Mr. Barclay perma- 
nently happy. Mr* Barclay has been 
abliged to take a considerable length of 
time, to convince her of the steadiness of 
his attachment. Indeed, her objection 
— that he had been charmed by such a 
coquet as the lady by whom we first saw 
him captivated, appeared to me stroogj 
aiid I thought my niec^ right for adher^ 
log to it, more especially as I believed, 
that at the' time her affectioiis pleaded 
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ogaimt Ker reason in bb ifainor^ &ti(i%iiti 
if ahck badf been csinmnoBdi Idng' ago> it 
immld liotrlu^w beiiQ iigmnbt hfff'irilU 

<^ Mh Burcltiir busb b^Mrftdrlike a oiaii 
0£ wsniife aitd:nom)r:w Witboutf disgniaa 
lie tdidr bet ^ his^ fenBerattajbfainentr to 
3?tm^--*^Sh9 instantly, mode an. aaaiirerj 
wlidfbjraiMed bev b^ m my cstlmatioiii 
Sb9 lepiKe^i tibaikrl^Vr Sarday't^biiiDj^ de- 
tachad fibmvbady Ang^&m Headii^am 
by; yoM- Mptrior menit i«!aB iof bper tll# 
strongest argument in bis- fevor. She 
VM9t^ ske said^ lavt^ &It inseoarei ib ^e 
|ios$esMon of- at hes^rt^ n^faielf Irad bee«i 
ttansfefisd directifyl fkniii Lady Angetita 
til' bcFself) * bboaiise sKe wa^ eonSf>idn8i 
ilJbati her own diq^asiliDii waa so dtfl^nt 
firoBi bar LadyiAlp^s; l>ttt<4n .Mcoe^diag 
iQitJie afteotiiin^ ndiioK hi^l^ Mtfora 
WQBiaa Qfiyfoarcharaiitori lAte WMld'feel: 
perfenfe seonri^Tf or^ al? kiatt teason^Uii 
lli]i|ie|. that: fay simiiar) tboi^' cprtainlj^ 
inferier ifDaUties^ alia nigbt anrara hi# 
bappiiKass and hw o^im.-^^^^The^y iiM to 
be itta«iiad< nesrt weak-«»Lady Ma^ pai^ 



PATRONAGE. 313 

ttcular)y .wishes that you should be one 
of her bridis-iiiaids r— Come then^ m j love>^ 
and bring all your. Percys — I shall not 
perfectly enjoy my own and my niece*s 
happiness, till yon share it with me •— 
My daughter Mortimer^ insists upon sign* 
ing this as well as myself, 

Mary-Elizabeth Hungerfoed, 
Kate Mortimer." 

CaTolioe. and cdl Mrs. Hufigerfoir^'s^ 
Percys obeyed her summons with ala-^ 
crity. Lady Mary Pembroke's marriage 
with iMn Barclay was solemnized under 
the happiest auspioes^ and iu the midst 
of approving and. sympathizii^ friends. 
•^<^As soon as the xeremetiy was over^ 
and she had. embracied. and con- 
gratulated her .nieee, Mrs. Hungerfor^ 
turned to Mrs. Percy^ aodl in a low voice: 
said, 

''If it were not too much for one so 
happy as I am, .so rich in blessings, to. 
ask one blessing more^ I should ask to 

VOL. III. p 
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be perinitted to .Jive te 'see Jtbe day- When 
p«r-deaF Caroline • . . • • .'*i-^Mrs»Hun- 
gerford prefise^ Mts.lSfetcfs httad^ btit 
eonld say no more ; tbe tears polled down 
ber' cheeks as efae looked up. to fieavcti. 
-^Some minutes afterwards, following 
Caroline with her eyes, 

'* Look at her, Mr. Percy!" ^ftid Mrs. 
Hqngcrford. ^* Did ^evier selfish coquet, 
in the height of tiiumph over lover or 
rival, enjoy, such pleascor^ as. yon see 
sparkling at this moment in disit ;dear 
girl's conntiNMince ?". / * .( 

The bride and bridegroom set oA^dm- 
medtatdy for Mr. Barday'&^seat in Bkik- 
shire. . hudj Florence ;accopipaoied her 
lister ; ^and Mrs. Hnngeiferd^ aftsr pactiBg 
from both her nieces, entriatdd that Caro^ 
line might he left with her. f ^ It is a sielfish 
reqo6fst I luiow, MnjAmr^ but at ;my .age 
I cannot afford to be generous of the. so- 
ciety iof thbse' I lotve.**— AUow.me to ^lead 
my cOgej and my . . . #♦. . \irell,c 1\ will 
not iiay more, since lis^e 'it gi^/ies *yiia 



PATRONAGE. 315 

paia> and since I. see jon will grwki tbe 
prayei: of my pedtuni) rather tban heat 
wy elaJJBs toyoor cottpasrion^^ 
'. GaroHae liked particularly to stay ivith 
Mrs. Htmg^ord tft this time^ wkea 
tiiere was not ainy company at the Castle^ 
no one but Mrs* Htmgerford and ber 
daughter^ so that she had the fall and 
^iet enjoy qient of their sodi^y.*— At 
this time of ker life> and in the stpte of 
her uttfid'at this period, no society could 
liavebeeii more agreeaUe^ sciothiog, . and 
tisefhl to Caroline, than that ^f sncfa a 
friend as Mrs. Hnngerford. Ones "v^o 
bad not forgotten the passions of youth ; 
who could give at once sympathy and 
txmnsel; who was willing to allow to 
love it's full and exquisite power to exalt 
the happiness of human liie> yet appear- 
ed herself, in advanced and serene old 
mgQ^ a constant example of the falsehood 
of the notion, that the enthusiasm of 
passion is essential to felicity. — An elegant 
and just distinction has been ms^de by a 
philosophical writer .between delicacy of 

p 2 
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passion, and delicacy ^ taste. One lead- 
ing to that ill-governed susceptibility^ 
whicb trariisports the sonl to ecstacy, or 
reduces it to despair on every adverse or 
prosperous change of fortune ; the other 
enlarging our sphere of happiness, by 
directing and increasing oar sensibility 
to objects of which we may command 
the enjoyment, . instead of wasting it 
upon those over which we have no con- 
trol. •*— Mrs. Hungerford was a. striking 
example of the advantage, of repressing 
deU^acy impassion, and cultivating xfefi- 
can^ qf tdste. 

: At an advanced age, she showed esL- 
quisite perception of pleasure in every 
work of genius ; in conversation, no 
strc^ce of wit or humor escaped her quick 
inteljiigetice, no shade of sentiment or 
politeness was lost upon her; and on. 
hearing of any trait of generosity or 
greatness of soul, bet whole countenance 
beamed with delight; yet. with all this 
quickness of feeling^she was quite free 
from fastidiousness, and from fhatirrita- 
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bility about trifles, iuto which thos» 
who indulge the delicacy of passion in 
youth ate' apt to degenerate in age. — ^— 
Caroline felt, every day, increasing al^ 
fection as well as admiration for. Mrs. 
Hungerford, and found time pass delight- 
fully in her company. Beside that ge- 
neral and well chosen acquaintance with 
literature^ which supplied her with per<- 
petnal resources, she had that knowledge 
of life and of the world, which mixes $o 
Well, in conversation, with the know- 
ledge of books. She had known^ intii^ 
mately, most of the celebrated people <if 
the last century^ and had store of cimous 
and interesting anecdotes, which ishe 
produced with so much taste and judg- 
ment^ and told so well, as never to 
fatigue attentioii. Caroline founds that 
her mind was never passive or dormant 
in Mrs. Huugerford's company, she was 
always excited to follow some train of 
thought^ to discuss some interesting 
question, or to reflect upon some new 
idea. There was^ besides^ in the whole 
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tMMxr af her canTersatfoa and remarks^ 
Mcb ft cliarm of benevolence^ such art 
ia^lgeDee for faaman natare, with a[1I it*s 
itoilts aiid follies^ as left the most pleas-^^ 
ing and encbaraging impression on tbe 
mind, and inspired hope aind confidence. 
-*^ Her anecdotes and her philosophy all 
tended to prove, that there is more vir- 
tae tfaaa vice, more happiness that! 
misery, in life ; and, above aH, that 
there is a greater probability that thd 
world shonld improve, than that it sbonld 
d^;en^rate~-— Caroline ftjt pleased, con- 
tixinally to find' her owii far<Aite opi*^ 
nioiis and hopes supported and com 
firmed by the experience and judgment 
of sndi a woman as Mrs* Hungerford 1 
and there was something gratifying t6 
her, in being thus distinguished and pre- 
ferred by one, who had read so much and 
thought so deeply. Mrs. Mortimer** 
sprightly conversation and constant 
cheerfnlness, joined to her fondness for 
her mother and |br Caroline, and th<^ 
peculiar charm of good breeding, added 
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to all the rest^ cootribiited now to mvism 
Caroline happy> at HungerfordXaoitte 
— — almost as happy as she had ejwr 
been in her life. 



As Mrs. Hnngerford had heard no- 
thing more of Count Altenberg,. sfife. 
wisely forbore to touch upon the subject^ 
or ever to mention his name to Caardline';. 
and she saw, with satisfaction^ the caite. 
with which her young friend turned h4r 
mind from every dangerous i^coHection. 
Sometimes, . however, the reinembr^ncfe 
of the Count was nnavoid^Eibly redalkd ; 
once, in particular, in tumii^ over tbe life 
of Sir Philip Sidney, t^ere Wae a pa^slige 
copied in his hsind, on a slip of papet, 
whidi had accidentally beeti' lefii in 'the 
book« 

*' Lord Clai^ndoil hath somewhexe ifi^ 
marked, that, ^ in the whcrfe cout^ 6f his 
life, he never knew ofie ttiun; of what bon* 
ditidn soever^ arrivrat toy d^gt^ of rt^ 
pntation In the wotid, who made chttide 
6fi or delighted in the cMi^&ti^ W ^bl- 
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orerMtioa of those, who in. tiieir .qualities 
.were inferior, or in their partfc not ixuu h 
auperior to himself.' " 

t 

^ What have you there, my love ? 
Something that pleases and interests yoli 
.particularly, I see,'* said Mrs. Hur^rfoisd, 
,nQt kiE^wing what it was that Cfti?olnie 
W9$ readiptg — " Show it me, my dear,: I 
•:am sure I shall like it." . . 

Caroling deeply blushing^ gave her the 
ipftper, — ^^the iilpment Mrg. Hungerford 
;4fii^ th^ hand writing, she was sorry she 
had a$k«[d for it, Afit^r reading, she fokied 
. it up;, and^ putliog it into her pocketrbook, 
,9aid,; , . • 

0. .^; I feneij^ I. .should hie pleased--^ It is 
an observation i])at I wish 1 could -write 
in letters of gold, for the advantage of all 
the young men in the world in whom I 
ta^jB any interest." 

T)ie . . eqergetiic waimth with which 
Mrs.. Hungerford spoke. I'elieved Caro- 
linej ^s it seemed to justify .the delight 
^he bad involuntarily expressed — even Xa 
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ber own miiid; the sentiment for the 
individnal seemed now enveloped in ge* 
neral approbation and benevolence. She 
never loved Mrs. Hnngerford better than 
at this instant. 

Mrs. Hnngerford observed, * that none 
«f ^ the common sentimental passages,. 
either in poetry or novels, ever seemed 
to affect Caroline ; and to the romantic, 
descriptions of love she was so indifferent, 
that it might have appeared to a common, 
observer, as if she was, and ever would. 

be, a stranger to the passion. With' 

many young ladies Mrs* Hnngerford 
had remarked, that the description of. 
one charming man will immediately, 
awaken. the recollection of another. ^ By \ 
the help of the active and plastic ppwers:, 
of the imagination, any and every hero^ 
of a novel could be made, at pleasure,! 
to appear the exact resemblance of each. 

lady's different IpVen*^ ^on^e, indeed,: 

professed a ^ peculiar and absolute excju;/ 
sive attachment, founded oil unintelligible. 
or indescribable merits or graces, but 

p5 
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tliese ladies^ she fa ad foand, were, of all 
ethers, .most liqible to change, aivd' oti 
farther acquaintance with the worl4i, ta 
discover, on generalising their notions^ 
similar or superior attractions in nei# 
models 6F pierfection. In Caroliiie Mrs* 
Hungerford saw none of these capricioaff 
fancies; but she perceived, that Connf 
Altenberg was associated in Caroline's^ 
mind, strongly and justly, with her 
highest ideas of excellence, and that it 
was not her imagination but her reason, 
which gave him the exalted place he held- 
in her opinion. '- 

Mrs. Mortimer, though as fond o^ 
Caroline as her mother was, either did 
not penetrate so« deeply into her ch&« 
nutter, or willingly flattered herself, that 
a^ scheme which she had formed might 
ancceed — A scheme of marrying Caro^ 
Kite to Captain Hungerford, her younger 
hiotb^. ■' His last letter announced^ 
that he was returning with the fleet to 
£ngland^ and he w^s expect^ home im-- 
anediately. 



' ^ Think tio more of ^ i% Ay dear/' 
Md Mtb. Hungerford— '^ I ontt hmeA 
a tFiiaii of this «6rl fcxr Carblitte-M^i^ own 
imittencd: • . . . Biit«i-Th^hk n^ tAtffe'^f 
it, ioitich Sid' I vhould Whh tb haV^ bej»:fw 
my danghiter^ I knofT it mimot h^M ' 
'' I would lay my life upotf^St^ tfiM mj 
bfotH^: Fvedefick will Me ctfUtmed'Vitb 
hear ;* she is kU tDatil lia^ b^rdflfilD ddi 
9CfH» as Mosi^ dniitible^ - add h'^\styl« 
of beauty exactly wiKit 'WiU.T«ii(j|»iil 
him^-^T-^ He wiU'logeliit h^«rt to bei*; as 
$mnek4 h« JM9 a^beaTt^-^--aiid » ncdbl^ luaM, 
rt 18. •■'.. • <■ '■ -•• • ' ■•• ' ■" 

.' <M^yaatfai|ik<Mi'?:s«|(l'J^Yt>H4tl§er 

fivd»'f I .fthould be.'sqrirjr>1^tac Ca^olmi 
were here, when be •mtoni3ltw>a6i? ■■•'ll ;.. 

...«SwBryil*'jv.. f •. : :.o.'. •-•.'•.ii. 

Ipdrefay baiv]it>Ui> heatt^i ^•..' .idiw{)|KiiUt^ 

IneiMi'" '' '■< ■ > ' .I..J. ;i. ,t !u) c.u Lei 
'. !«' XvttBtiilosbim^". Mi^lM«s.'MbHitiM4 
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^^ Of Copnt Alteobi^rg we beui* no* 
thiog»" qontiiiued Mr3. MortimeTj ^^ and 
if Jie sbonld I30t. return ta this coimtry, 
we may hope tbat^ in time^ jxyfj in^tber 
may deserve and ol^t^n the placet wbj^cfa 
the faithle$9 Count will htye £»if(^d m 

her affections.!* 

Mr$» Hpngerford was ipsertniaded^ oa 
th6 contrary^ that if. Caroline did not 
marry Coniit AltenbeKg» she would iieiier 
marry .any oth^ man. 

^.^ We »hi||l %e0y my dear mother)'- cried 
Mrs. Mortimer — ^^My.hrothier^ I hope, 
will be here in a few diip**** i 

But before Captain Hnngexford anired^ 
Carolide waa obliged. to leave her friends 
at HnngecficffdrCastle. . . 

A letter from her brother- Erasmus 
informed her^.tbat poor Lady Jane .Gran- 
ville was ill of a nervous fev^r^ that she 
had no companion^ no one to attend 
|ier but a maid-servant^ and that she 
was, mwih in want of tome jpdicious 
friend, who could, raise hex > spirits and 
tranquillize h^r Jmp^ jl^^ph .wa» In a 
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state of continnal agitation abont her 
law-snit. Caroline, remembering Lady 
Jane's former kindness, thought this a 
fit opportunity to show her gratitude ; 
and happy as she was with her friends 
at Hungerford-Castle, she hesitated not 
a momeot to sacrifice her own pleasure 
•«*-$be withstood all Mrs. Mortimer'a 
nrgent entreaties to stay *' one week^ 
only one week langeH* — ^ — » Her fatlier 
and mother approved c^ Caroline's deter- 
imination, and her brother Alfred carried 
her to Londoyi, 
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CHAPTER XXXIIl. 



In the^e days 'people travel wilit stf 
much aafety, ease, ' and cbl^rlty', ^SX 
beroiAes have Ittde efiance' of adveiithre^ 
OB the road ; and a jonmey is now stf 
common a thing, that, as Rosamond ob-^ 
served, the mo^ brilliant imagination 
has no hope of having wondersi to relate 
— - To Rosamond's mortification, Caroline 
and her brother reached London withont 
any event having occurred better worth 
Tecerding than the loss of an nmhrella. 
They drove into town when it was nearly: 
dark, jnsi before the lamps were lighted » 
Caroline, therefore, had little satisfaction 
from the first view of the metropolis — 
She found Lady Jane Granville in a small 
lodging in Clarges Street — The room 
dark — a smell of smoke — the tea eqdU 
page prepared — Lady Jane lying on » 
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diabby-lboking sofa — drops and a smell- 
ing bottle on a little table beside her. 
•Sfae raised herself as Caroline entered^ 
looked half pleased^ half ashamed to see 
hkr, and stretching 0M her hand^ said^ 
Ma complaining voic^ : 

^Ahf ray deaar Caroline,- are yoA 
rM}ly coqie}*. • .This* is tdo* good ! • • i 
Sudfy changed you finid •*— and ^v^ thing 
abottt me— Sit down; my deir— Keppfel 
• 4.. do let US' hai^'tea as soon b» you 



do^'' 



* ^^ As sooBf -as ever Enstace comes in^ 
my lady,** answei^ Heppel, peevishly 
-^'^ In tbe* mean tim^, for *Heiaten*s 
sAieyaWtfw ns a- littife more-light . . • P 
cannot live ivithont light -— Come nearei^ 
tD me, my dear Car^ihe/'aitd -tdH - mej- 

»»»?•-• ■■■■■■■■■■ -<• ■ • --f 

-Wllilst ' CMxyKoe^was attswerkig lf«»i 

lAdffsMp, ' mem «andle» ■ w«« . bi*6nglr^' 

till < sli# tbre# the H^ MU mi Ctercmifa* 

* * 
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*^ Handsomer than ever ! ■— And alto* 
^tfaer, so formed' — One would not thinks 
Alfred^ she bad been bnried all this time 
in the country — Ah ! perverse child^ 
why would not you come when I could 
have been of som.e use td you • • • When^ 
at least, I could have received you as I 

ought This is not a .fit place^ you 

see^'nor am I now in circumstances^ or 
iu a style of life. — Heigho ! " ■ 

^^ Dr. Percy is not come yet," re- 
sumed she. '^ This is his usual hour^ — -and 
I wrote a note to tell him that he would 
meet his sister Caroline to night.'* 

In all her Ladyship said, in every look 
and motion, there was. the same nervotts. 
hurry and inquietude.^ — Dr. Percy arrived^ 
and for a moment Lady Jane fbi^t. her- 
self in syn^piathy virith t^e affectionate 
pleasure the brother and sister showed at 
i^eeting. Sop^, .however, she would 
have relfipsed. iqto melancholy compa- 
rison^ I)j9t. that Dr. Percy checked th)^^ 
course, of l^er, tho^^hts,^ apd, lyith.the 
happy ar^ by which a physician of cqu-. 
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\ersational powers tan amuse a nervous 
patient, he, without the aid of poppy or 
tnandragora, tuedicined her to rest — 
though not to sleep 

When Erasmus was alone with his 
sister, he observed, that no permanent 
iimendment could be expected in Lady 
'Jane*s health, till her mind should be at 
'ease about her law-suit. While this was 
'undecided, her imagination vacillated 
between the horror of neglected poverty, 
'and the hopes of recovering her former 
splendor ttnd consideration — The law- 
suit was not to be decided for somfe 
^eeks, and Cafdliuis saw, that all that 
cduld be done in th^ meantime war a^ 
Jiwch fti possibla to sooth and amnsi 
her patient; however tiresome and dif- 
ficult the task, she went through it with 
the utmost cbeerfitlness aiid sweetness of 
•temper — Thy after day she passed alone 
with' Lady Jane, hearing her complaints, 
.bddily and mental, and listening to the 
eternally repeated history of her Jaw- 
;• — But Caroline's patience -was en« 
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sured by a sense of gratitude^ which, m 
her, was not a seiltiiBe0tal phrase, but a 
string fmDe^)2e. of action, a motive for 
long endurance^ still more difficqlt than 
active e;Kertion» 

Ope half homr in the day, however, 
sihe was $are of being happy -— the half 
honr when her brethier firasmus paid hi^ 
visit — Of Alfred she. «aw little, fpr he 
was so n^uch 6ngagf4 l^i^ bns^inesa, thai; 
hadaccumalated.difyring his atoen^^e from 
town, tha|t a few u^ivmtes now and then 
wei^ all he cQutd p08^bl.y spare from his 
professional duti&s. ^-r Mr. Temple called 
i^nCaroli^e.-^she ¥ras. surprised to see 
Urn, for she th^g'bt he^ had been on his 
way to i the Continent i but hetpld ber,. 

« 

tfebt , , diffienlties: had ocearred, chieAjr 
^oogb .' the oateMenvres of Cnnningbam 
Faleofter, and that he did not know 
w^ien ithcHfe.webld be an end of these — 
that Lord OMborongib was gUd of the 
driayt at' pteslentv becanse he wanted 
.Mr. Teimple s assifiitancej m the othter 
seeretwy had bf^eii taiken ill, and bit 
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hordship had not yet fixed upon a. goiv- 
fidential person to supply his place- ■ 
Of conrse^ in these circxuntftanoes^ Mr. 
Temple was so mach^occajiied, that Ca^ 
roline saw very little of him ; and she 
elperienced what thousands have expe- 
rienced^ that^ however pec^Ie m^ wistk 
to meet in great towivs^ it is frequently 
impracticable^ from small difficulties as 
to time^ distance^ and connexions.'H^ 
Of Mr« Gresham Caroline bad hoped 
that she should see a great deal — her^ 
brother^ Erasmus, bad long since intro^ 
doced him to Lady Jane CrranvUle, and 
notwithstanding bis being a^ mercbent> 
her Ladyship liked hmi. He was af 
jBUeh disposed as ever to be friendly- 46 
the whole. Peitrjr family;' and the md^ 
ment he heard of Caroline's being in 
town, he hastened to see l^r, and show^ 
ed all his former afiectionate regard in 
his countenance and manner. But his 
tifDe and his th<mghts were now engross^ 
^d'by an affair very near his heart, which 
he was impatient to bring; to a terminal 
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tion. As soon as this should be accom- 
plished he was to set out for Amsterdam, 
.where the concerns of his late partner^ 
old Mr. Fanton, as his correspondents 
wrote, imperiously demanded bis presence. 

This affair, which was so near Mr. 
Gresham^s hearty related to his dear 
Constance. — Alfred had alluded to it iu 
one of his letters, and Erasmus had be- 
gun to write the particulars to Rosa- 
mond, ^ut he had not at the time lei- 
sure to finish the letter, and afterwards 
burnt it, being uncertain how the ro- 
mance, as Alfred called it, might end. 
He, therefore, thought it prudent to 
say nothing 'about it. The whole story 
was now told to Caroline, and, briefly, 
was this ~ 

After Old Panton*s rage against Dr« 
Percy, in consequence of the- suspicion 
that his daughter was in love withhiih, 
after' the strange wig scene, and the 
high words that followed, had driven 
£rasmus from the house; Con^ttance 
went to her father, and intent upon 



PATRONAGE. 333 

^oing justice to Erasmus, at whatever 
hazard to herself, proterted, that he 
had not been the cause of her refnsal of 
I^rd Roadster. To coavince her father 
of this, she confessed that her heart was 

not entirely disengaged No threats, no 

persuasion couU, however, draw from her 
the name of the person whom she pre- 
ferred; she knew that to nane hiir^ 
would be only to rniri his fortone—that 
her father never would coMent to her- 
marrying him; nor, had the object of 
her preference ever given her reason to: 
think, that be felt any thing loore for hev 
than regard and respect-Old Panton, the 
last man in the world to understand any 
delicacies, thought her whole coofessidn 
" nonsense"— the agitation and hesitation, 
with which it was made, and her eager-, 
ness to clear Dr. Percy's credit, to pre- 
vent his practice from being injured,, 
and to reinstate him in her father's fa- 
vor, conspired to convince the old man,, 
that his "own first origmal opinion was 
right." Of this, indeed, he seldom 
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needed any additional otrcumstances to 
complete the ccfoviction on anj occaskm 
:.— During the remainder of bis life be 
otmtinued obstinate in his error-'— ^^ If 
she likes .any body else, why can't the 
girl name fafan? — Nonsense^-^tlmt cnrsed 
Dn'Pwcy »t'tbe man, and* be never 
shall be the man.?*-*— In this belief Old 
Fanten died, and, ivhat is of nmcfa more 
0rai8e<{aencey ki this belief he made his 
VfSi. Onfimtpofie to exdnde Dr. Percy, 
e^iid in ehe hope of aecomplisfaing bis 
favorite purpose of ennoblmg his de^ 
fl^eendant9, lie, in dne legal form, inserted 
a clause in his will, stating, that he be* 
qpieathed hj« ^ whole fortoue .t(save bis 
wife*s dower), to his beloved dangbter, 
npdn condition, that within the twelve 
cs^endar months next ensuing, after his 
decease, she, the said Constance, sfhonid 
marry a man not below the rank of the 
son of a baron. But, in case she, the 
said Constance, should not marry within 
the said twelve calendar months, or 
should marry any man below the rank 
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of ft baron, tben^ ami after tW expiriAion 
of said tweWe (^ieiidar 'ttonths, the said 
fortune to go^to ^fm^ belnired wife,-*— ex- 
cept an anauity of two bttfxflred pounds 
a jear^ to be paid>!lfaerebat to h^s daqgh^ 
tsw .Con«t4nce(.^'<^;^;6resham Was ap- 
pokilied • si&le exe^t^r to tbis will. ■■'t -" '> 
As^doti as it wa$' decently tpossibte^Uftef 
Old Paittkm^s d^icekse; Loi^ Roadster re- 
newed bis ^uit to i Gdnstance, aiNl* W«i» 
civilly, but v^ stea^ly Mfi»<edi ^fony 
otiber :sott9rS) qdmiifgfwi^n dw^deMftji^ 
tion «if person^ favored %<lbe will) -pw^ 
sented themselves, but* wilboilt Mccessi 
Some -making diek* iapptications to Con*' 
stance berseUy some ^fideavori»g to wift 
hi^r favor tbrotigli tbe iatercessioii of be^ 
gMri^n, Mr* 6re8k»am*-^ail in vain. -^* 
Mohtb ^ft«r ' month had passed ainpa^y, 
alid l{lr. Gresham began to he much in 
dread, and Mrs. Panton, the motber4n<- 
l«w, som€^what in heipes, that the twelve 
calendar mcAiths wo^ld clique witfaont^ 
the young lady*s baving fulfilled the 
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terins prescribed by the will; Mr. Gre- 
sham^ one morning, took his fair ward 
apart, and began to tsXk to her seriously 
upon the subject. — He told her, that he 
thought it Impossible she should act from: 
mere perversity or capricie, especially as, 
irom^ b«r childhood upwards he had ne* 
veriseen in her any sytuptoms of an ob-« 
stinate or .0api'ici0us disposition ; there- 
fore lie was wdl convinced^ that sh^ had 
some good reason for refusing so , many 
offers seefoingly unexceptionable; he 
was grieved to find, that he had ndt suf- 
ficiently won or deserved her confi- 
dence, to be trusted wLtb the secret of 
her heart. Constance, who * revered and 
loved him with the most grate&l tender- 
ness, kneh before him, and, clasping his 
hand in hers, vAnlt tears rolled over h^. 
blushing cheeks, endeavored to \Speak, 
but could not for some motoents.r-At 
last, ^e assured him, that delicacy, an4 
the uncertainty in which she wa^^ wh<e-. 
ther she was beloved, were the only causes; ; 
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had hhlierta prevented hjBt from 
fipeakiHg on this sii}]^eet^ >eveu to him^ 
who iiQW stood in the place of her fk*- 
l^fiF^ .aad wiio hkd efer treated her with 
mace than . a f atber's ki odnes^.'^ 

Mr. .Gifesham naraed £rasnias Peiv 

. -^^No." 

if Yes y-* haw was it .possible ihal 
Mr^ Grei^am had never thought of 

- Mr^ presham had. ihongUt o9 hiin^ 
Ibad silspeictad^ that. Mr. fUnry's love. for 
'^onstanoe ihad. heef : die cause qt h& 
"quitting ^EagiLaudrr^ha^fl. ^dmii^. ikp 
jDODg : .man's i -hbnor^e .lailebce and . re^ 
fi0l^t|«ii n-tha4 i^ttoa&d .hia from . Anir 
sterdam, and he w^&ncnv |i}JLiandbn» 
: Sul yhung.lEIk(«y9 jwh« kneW/Uilthing 
m.Mxu Sau&ivun>% (xwombie aisjpfisitloa 
towards him^ who had only .commercial 
^•orniBpondoiloe with-Mr- firesham^ and 
knew ;little :ofi lus^^B^metery >conskliBr^ 
Umi: Jijerdl]^ ma ihe executor .of 1 Mr. J!aaK 
VOL. iiu a 
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toD^ and, with this idea^ obeyed his. smn^ 
jnoos home to settle accounts. — Wfacin 
they met, he was much surprised by Mr. 
Gresbani's speakings not of accounts, 
but of Constance.— When Mr. Gresham 
told him the terms of Mr* Pantbn*s will^ 
far from appearing disappointed or de- 
jected, Mr« Henry's face flushed with 
hope and joy. — He instantly confessed 
toiler guardian^ that he lorid Constance 
passionately; and that now, when it 
could not be supposed he had merce* 
juary views^ now when no duty, no ho- 
nor forbad him^ he would try his fate.^* 
He spoke with a spirit given by. strong 
passion, long repressed, and witjb a d^« 
cision.of character^ which bis modesty 
and reserve of manner had, till now^ pre- 
vented from appearing. 

'^ Did be consider/^ Mr. Gresham 
adeed, f^what he expected Miss Panton 
to sacrifice for him?'* .^ 

.vyes, fOTtunc«r-not duty— duty he 
could never have asked, her to sacrifice 
m^ht could not have esteemed her. if she 
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hud saciificed duty. — As to' the rest," — 
added he proudly, ** Miss Fanton is now 
to decide between love and fortune/' 

^^Tkis from the modest Mr. Henry! 
from whom, tilt this moment, I never 
heard a syHaUe that savored of presump- 
tion 1" said Mr. Greshara. — 

' Mr. Henry was silent — and stood not 
with an air of presumption, but of pfond 
determination. —*- Regardless of the sur- 
prise and attention with which Mr. Gre- 
«haih considered him during this silence, 
he thought for a few' moments, and 
asked, 

*' May I, Sir, now, or when may I 
^see Miss Pan tdn r* 

** And would you,*' said Mr. Gre- 
tshim,' '^ if it were in your power. Sir, 
reduce the woman you love irom opu-* 
lence to powrty,' to distress !^ 

*^ 1 have four hundred a year, Miss 
Pantoa has two, six hundred a year is 
not poverty, Sir^^ — Distress-— the womaji 
I marry shall never know whilst I have 
life and health.*— No, Sir^ this is not ro* 

as 
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mance. — Of my perseverance ia wUatA 
«ver I nndertBke, even when lei&t cbh^ 
genial to my hslbits> yoh ha^e had probft* 
~Mr. GreBham^ if MissPwitdh nqpproves 
me^ anQ if lo^e can 'mdkc her hvppy^ I 
fear not to issert to ybu, her goa^c&m, 
that I will HaAlce faier fabp^y-«4-^*-»-If ^abe 
lore me n6t^ or/* — added he^ fiis.nSible 
conntehanee chahging irpm tfie expces*- 
«ion of ardent 16Te^ to that of cold dis- 
dain^/* or, if io^e be liot in Jbernmad 
snperier tb fwtnaie, thieii I hsrre little to 
fcegret.-^^ Wealth and boDots waiit heir 
command. — Bnt,^ resumed he, .^^ ib^ 
trial 1 wiUrmake-^tfae hu&r(J I wM Hid. 
-—If I am mistaken — if I'am.pmgdmi^ 
4?ii6^s -r^ 3ie hum'iliation ibe /mbie^^'— the 
iigbnytillmyrown^ smy fawiii iHU' bear it 
-»»* or ft*^ break > : r ■ r ■ * * ^ ^ '../ '^.- ^-.i.-- 
^^ Heroics I*'>-Jwid Mr. jGi^sbtua*^^ 
^^iNb^rlet mefask • . 5. . J- : i •' 

>i ^* iiet uie abk, Sir. . jjnarAsatimy'^titi^ 
jterrupted! Mr. Htoty- v^ . .. f ^ Jblst cnct b^^ 
-tiH;«feaMilBS:Pantonr'. . ...:..; 
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Young genjtl^maq, ^, if yoit 
please." T—T— j • 

get^emaot Sir, if yw 



i4 
t4 



^^ I can make allowance fpr 9U this -*«r 
l^ou' were^ br«d . a ^oljdi^T, j^aJofis of blDHor. 
^•^ Bn% listen to 010 ; tliere is QBe diipg I 
mii^t tell yom, before. you see Mis^PaQ- 
toq, i|¥>t)gh I apprebepd it may ^ome.-? 
)K^t mpitify yofij-as it will interfere with 
yoiar.hoast of diai^tere^tednesa, •s^pd jrour 
YQW of poverty*, — Miss Paatpn I have 
from her cradle been in the habit of 
popsidoring pi^ly ai^ my own — lay own 
ciold ^ «. . wd, as si^ch^ I have left he# 
in my will ten thousand pio^nds. — As iihe 
will waot tjbis money before my deaths 
if she marries jQXXyl mnst. con vent my 
legacy into a marriage portion^ aiid ypu 
shall npt^ Sir^ have love without fojtime, 
)^ha^v|^r yopr heroics n^ay- think of iti 
— NofiTy gQ to yonr mistre^> and keep my 
^creit." — \ ■■ : 

Yptiqg Seory 5ws evideotly mora 
t09phe4 li^y the geoerosily than hythft. 
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boqnty of Mr. Gresbam ; tears came into 
his eyes, and with a gentleness and btrr 
mility the most • feeling, he sakt^ ^ How 
$ha11 I thank yony Sir, for bearing witik 
tne as yon did?*' ^ . 

. «Oh>'* said My.Greshwn, '^^dMM 
I dm, I know what it is to be ih love, and 
can conceive too what it is to febrthiit 
^ gnardiatt nuigbt 'be cniny afnd that tlM 
executor and thl» piirttier of^ir* Puntoil 
hiight act ISke Mr. Pantoiybiitiself — Say 
i}o more^ I nnderstand it all, you see^-'- 
Go to yoni^ mistress.^ i • . .. 
* Even in the Imnghtines^ and spirit this 
yoimg man had sbbwn,- Mr. GreSham 
isaw the ^ineerity, strength^ and disfdtd^ 
restechess of his' afikrtkm for GAnstadce^ 
)Q.Tld in Mr/Gresbam^s estimation' tbesde 
were ^o trifling Merits. — ^-^Wc pfa8$ iy^ter 
%;. '. . '. shall W6 be fdfrgiven — tbfe- love*^ 
sicenes * between Mr. Hienry "arid *^Cotf- 
stafn^e. ■ '" ■ I ti these cases it is well when 
thene is some sober friend to look to the 
common ^nse of tht thing, and in the 
midst of the ^Kidtatfon to do the nece^^^ 
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sary business. of life --r Mr. Gresham laid 
Mr. Panton's will before counsel 
leatned iu the law, took opinions fro^i 
two difiereat eonnsd, from Alfred Percy^ 
whose friendship far the parties con- 
ceraedwas likely to qaidcoa his attention^ 
and from an other barrister of long*stand«, 
wgy who, bei^g totally unconnected with, 
the parties, -m^t probsbly give aper^ 
feotly unbiassed. and dispassionate ad- 
vice* - Both agreed) that there was no 
avoiding the dan^e in the will ; that Miss 
Panton, if she married a* man below tb^ 
ralik of a Baron's son, niiist give np bet- 
fortune tb h«fr mother-in-law at the end 
of twelve calendar months, from the time 
pf her fjEither^s decease ;* bot both barrist«r«r 
gav&i|/ *as' their opinion, that the income 
d^iig thos0 twelve months belonged ta 
Canfstance.-^^'-Tlns v^fls acotisJderaUesnm^ 
whichybf Mpw Gfesham's advice^wais to be 
vested with the rest of Mr« Henry*? capital 
in the frnm of the honse of Panton and Co« 
<«^ In consequence of ]\|r* Gresham*s ea^^ 
nest fecommendaftion, gnd of his own ei^ 
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peUent cottdilct and^ abflity/ Mr. Heniy 
#a8 from ibis thne jdihed in tbe ftn^i^ and, 
as ^le of the partti«n^ baif a setore hicozne, 
proportibsed t« htfc |Mirt of the capital,? 
beside , a .^abwe iti tke verf adyaiitageous 
i^j^l^ims, in^l^liidi the fabuse miSLS en-* 
gi^. MrOGr^bfam tunlertook to sup* 
pljj :MlM^ H:eBpy'« ; glace aft A&sterdam^ 
\i4HAb^r b^ wai Mder the hecessitt of go-- 
irig* -^ Uis -bome >he(^frould -fcave to Con-: 
sta^n^^. durijBi^ fai^ afase(Bce.«^She liad best* 
b^gift ^y'ta)c$tig pcfi9$e$siOQ of it> and es*: 
Uibli^h b^r^elf. tbcApe, ba observed, tbaiH 
frile m^lAHofe buni^ tiie iaeonrenienoe and 
^orti^^jaB;of b^ingttimied 6iit «f bar 
o)¥fi:^ 1^ end of tha year, -^*^ :Aiid if,'*. 
^1^ l)f^/'^ I )ihbDld beab)e,.\^eii I i^etolTi> 
tp,;q^o Mrr Hepry'$ mideilce whJi me 
9gr^d^ M bitiii 1 shall hope be will WA^ 
wbilf I Ui^tr take mqr Cbnstanee qski 
%vrs^]; -i^rwi toe.~-I Ibok to bcr as aiyr 
(Aiief r)i^l^iiieS8 us life." 

'' jHf: Kos&mOQd bad h*ntd 'tke algb^: 
vbicbvelolwd this s|>ee<^/' thoQgkt; Ca^ 
roline, " %&4 if s^e. rbMi/I^^Wrtbftf »MPtpli*f 



fj^y and 4«)ipa(^,of^Mr. Qpts\i»aa's gene.^ 
fpsfty.of^ this. 9ccas)on, she woidd lu^y€ 
fepro^cl^ed hexaelf fprr^fVisiog h^ an;)' 
ivQi)ld aliQOfit have reasioiQefl h^^r^lf intq 
the \).elief5 ;t|]^t she had d^ne v^ ^rqng 
ppit to m^rry hi»~?**^ thisb^^woul^ 
mhr • • • P*mW poly* jl^ve la^fpd till sh^ 
^hj9jal.d s^ Mr. Triple agaip7—jS|a tb^t^ 
yf^on th^ wliple, \\ was h^st fpr pQCP 
Mr, .Qjefifeagi,: tba| she n^w nothing of 
!lie.*»*tter.r -^ 

AU thiogs^ being arraqgc^ tl^i^s ^a th^ 
kix^)^^ ^^ nipst ^nv^qifnt manner by 
i^n .exfiejlp^t Mr^Grf ^hjiro, ,an4 1^^ day 
liipi^g jSxed fox ij^e 9^i^ge of Constance 
§g4 jVfrf M^Pry r-ji^<^e waa asked to 
be brideVmaid^ , a|Ml.tbe hoqqr of Lady, 

-rrr- It js lincpyceir^!^ haw mwh im^ 
jftrtftflfi§ t^jiyj^pe^tach^d tp.tl|eidgi^ 
Qf her.acceptitigpr. refusing this rpquestj^; 
fipd the quantity she .ta|]£^d ^d>o^t it was^ 
Wpndwfr lJ:rrnpM<ih§tandmga» fei^^^ 
theme, of her '' being of nc> coi»e(£|wc^ 
noir^ito ,^ ;^w>0> ,9f h^ rh^Bg u$)torly 

a 5 
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forgotten, and ont of the world,** — yet 
she had still a secret, very secret belief, 
that all she did would be known ahd 
commented upon ; and she worked hefr- 
self np to think alsd, that the honor to 
be conferred, or the ofience that wbnld 
be taken id consequence of her decision 
would be immortal. — Every fivcf mitintes 
for 'two hours after the first reading t>f 
Mr. Greshaih's note, she took it up, laid 
it down, and argued the matter pro and 
cori to Caroline. — ^— 

. A long and loud knock at the door-^ 
came to Caroline's relfef — It was repeated 

with imperious impatience " Whb is 

it, my dear— look oiJt of the window, JSut 
don't' let yourself be seen.'* 

Caroline did not know any of the 
fashionable equipages, which to Lady 
Jane appeared a greitt want of commbt^ 
sense, or rather a great defect iii her 
education — Upon this occasion hbwever, 
she thought she recollected the ' livery^tb 
be Mrs. Falconer's. 

\ ^* Oh, no, my dear, quite impossible — 
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itte Falconers have not been near me this 
age — I will tell you whose livery it is . . • 
Tbete is a resemblance^ but it is astonish* 
ing 1o me a girl of yonr sense cannot learn 
thtd diflference • • . It is old Lady Brangle*9 
livery/ ' 

. ''It might v6ry possibly be so,*^ Can>* 
Une alldwed. 

Tile servant however, brought in cards^ 
and a note from Mrs. Falconer — Thef 
note was to announce to Lady Jane 
Granville the approaching marriage of 
Miss Falconer with Sir Robert Percy — 
The day was named^ and the honor of 
Lady Jane Oranviil^-s con^pany was re- 
quested at the wedding — ^Lady Jane knew^ 
that this communication was made^ iriot 
in the least in the kindness^ but ia thrf 
pride of Mi^s. Falconer's heart ; and pre- 
cisely in th^ same spirit, in which it was 
written. Lady Jane thought it incumbent 
Upon her to receive and answer • it. — 
Her Ladyship was reially warm and 
honest in her friendships, and' very 
gr^efol to Aer branch of the Percy 
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ber in ibdvewlty. 

. '' I thiak tt elLtferodly ill jiiiiged^M««t 
iK4)i^ of Mipt.rFalo«iD4r> t€f incite mentor 
Aj^ ;treMtf(g-^3)o9« th^ think! I ^b^iBe oit 
feeling — My own near relations^^tlidb^^ 
fvieilds; ^deprivteli^f -tbw^bktb^igbt^'by 
tbis Sir Robert Percy .... (]tes ^^oon^ 
^efVe Jt'po4Mbla,'tbi|t I o$m(4 \ge te*6|icb 
1^ i^d}di9g?'-^Np-rtior di{} 9be wipb Qt 
«!^pt it^r-'fbe <MB4y wvpto^froiii •yaii4^^ 
$ad I «^^L answer her witb pride^;w^if4l) 
at.4iit^t] |6 .^oVi^M^iat* j^perior to d}M 
9ieai(i ^i^iep i ^a^ TsbaU^gp, 4 a^ nw 

tbi^ ty b ftWeai .'W 

Her Li^y$l»|prf|iiim<9^al<Jy 'Wrote noh 
ilimrsf to betb tbe inYitarlioins. ^-* N<#ai^. 
Cor iiK>ntbs^had^4oAaJi^r 90 j^iicbrgdod^ 
^ tbe ex^tioff; iaterast, . and iB^lgiji^'y. 
self^iipportaiicefthese^iira^Qot^s cre^l^AT^ 
^t Mr. GresbfEtm^s .^ on ^ r|b& day. > of iber 
ireddiijig -ber ^La4ysbip appie^ed' i«|i^ 
gjneat digoity^ . j^Tid was sati<Mie4 :tb|kt.6l|ff 



s 



|hm. . : CbxM sMe hme secb iitB ;t&e HMedt 
of all tlie eompauyi shewdald harebeeil 

liaeip tkoogbts --^*^Jt yrtowUfeidiffieiil* 
to lietebntue, ^ffhttimr* at iis. nukmSm tUt 
^appiaess •r misevyio^^naa.aod'MiouiajQi 

tmtk : destroy tbeie IMm ddhisiM^ ijC 
«elf-liyre<. ■ .'. 1 ' . .•.;'•.•.< . ^ 
« BNueolijr tfaereiap{>eayred . ia itfiiB'iicnirB^ 
Itap^is a lispl^Bcdid ^ aocoaal) of' tl(t ouaiM 
liage ^at St Ciaoige^a ccifoiiocfai— bBbBovat 
SqaatiB, lof Sir Robert JBeiKry « <of . < Petcfi 
Hall, mtk AiabeUa, itfiie eldest- danglttat 
•f J* Fafeaner,! Si$<|Mre,.Trr-upreietit «t ^4 
c^eniany waaa \oog'li$t ^mf {figsUtmaUii 
faien d a ■ (w ho ^ais. Laily« JanaUjfaBT^a 
dbsaiTJ&4','^^*^>*soUd^c^^ba^acared/]£ thar 
bride had been hanged the next miaaie^?.) 
1*he' li^ipy.:pQ(ir^ ^fibey- parl^Mng o£iai| 
elegant «oUatioQ9^9et ^ot 4n- atbaMache 
and Caur JbriPerfyrHalJJ^ ithe* s^t fxf Six» 
Beberti Percy. - I 

' '^ iSo T' . Qijiad ' Lady TiKaney dM^wing^ 
daivrnri ^ha^ paper. ^' ^ Jtf rs^;^ 'Fai^caaer^ Jiais^ 
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accooiplkbed that majtdi at last^a^^ 
has got one of >her daogbtfis well off her 
hands-^thengly one too-^-^Upon my wfwd 
•he is . amagipgly clever— But^. a£ter all, 
the man has a : horrid temp^r^tamd a very 
had character —^ — Now it is . pver, my 
dear Carolioe» I must tell y«»iji, ihM; loqg 
agOj h^re I was so well aware of what 
sort of man he was^ I had formed the 
]dan: of marrying him tOv yon,= aod. so 
uniting, the two hnnches/and lirinf^ng 
ibe estate -into yoor family ^-^ But^ we 
have i>ften reason. to rejoice, that, opr 
hest concerted schemes don*t sncceed r— 
I give Mrs. Falconer joy< — r For worlds 
I woold n6t hav^ .such a man married to 
any relation or fricaid of mine ■ ■ Qh, 
if I recover jmy fortune^ Caroline^ I hwre 
hopes !". 

i Her Ladyship was interrnpt^d. by the 
arrival of Mr. Greshai^ who came ^ to 
take leave, as be was jnst setting obt for 
Holland. — He was a man who said less, 
and did more for his friends, as Caroline 
observed^ ^^ than almost any person she 
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* knew.^ On seeing his gallery of paint* 
ings^ she bad noticed some beautifnl n^i* 
^'Hiatnrcs ; he now bronght all those which 
she had admired^ and begged to leate 
them with her dnring his absence^ that she 
might at her leisure copy any of them she 
liked. He kn^w she painted in mioiatin^^ 
for he had long ago, when at the Hills^ 
seen her copy of M. de Tdlirvillie*i8 pictnre 
of Enphrosyne. — 

^^ If/' said Mr. Gresh^iti, observing that 
CaroKne scmpkd to take chltr^ dif'to 
many precidns' pictures—*' If you are too 
proud to recdive ' from . me the slightest 
kindneiss without a retufn, I am willhig to 
put myself under an obBgAtion to you*— 
While I am away^ at your leisure^ make 
me a copy of that Enphrosyne ' — I shall 
love it foryour sake, and as reminding )ne 
of the time when T first saw it — the hap- 
piest time perhaps of my life/' added ^he^ 
in a low voice. -^ 

"•Oh, Rosamond,'' thought Caroline, 
**if you^had heard that! — ^and if you 



knew liow geUQTonsly kind b^'haS httU 
tpypur brotb^s!** . : .. ! : 

^t parting from Alfred find: {a^jmnii 
]p^ said to them j 

" My gwd yonng ftiends; why don't 
•ither qf yon nHtrry ... to he snre yon 
H^ ypQQg enoogh) but thiok of it id 
^m^, and dQQ*t put off , • » put off , • i 
till.yQij gro.F. iotoi olt) haph^lprs~:I knovp 
young men generally in th«9e days say> 
tbisy find it too expffDviYe to many — Some 
troth in that^hnt more aelfi^hnesa..— ^ 

c 

Uv^'s . yoiing Mr. Hf^ory ha« .act you ar 
gj)pd sample '— y-our prMtice in youir 
pfof^sipost^ I suppose, puts you as mm^ 
at f»B^ iu the wodd.by this jti^e, ati^ 
h^ is. :MidU>iis you Ipow • « * wboni 
I Attw'you Atudying the. other ^^y, ob- 
JMts only to people marrying before the]^ 
cf(u. maintaii^ .a family rr^AJfired/ when £ 
|ea»:.at .th^,Hill3j l\ he^d of a certaiq 
Miss Leicester ... .If you shall think 
pf marryiog . before' ][ come back again^. 
fOQ'Ii want a. hoiise^.and I've lent:miud 
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^rtady — But moaey yoa know can place 
^ne in smy psutt of th« ierwii^ yon might' 
lik^ better -r- 1 have a««iB lyiBg icBe all 
my bankeriB^ whit^ I bate just had tMtis-^ 
ferred to the accou&t of Alfred apd Eras-^ 
HiQs Percy — Wbioliever of jaii tnarrjf 
bB&fore I : come blick/ must do' me^ the 
£av6r> W punehase av;gDod house , . '.\ t 
mi»At Ibftye it^ at die .polite ^mi ^f the 
l^jiifn^ <€r i shall : fie worse than an old 
bachelor -^ Let me -ii\d4t well fiipmshed 
a»d aired -4*: Nothing aii*f a hoose-sQ ii^lf^' 
a$: a:^axm friend **^ Tfhen yon ki^iir, tf f 
divaiild xlcit faacy ' yoar purchase^ I laa^ 
jl en yoor handy and yah' paji^^oiMi ^tiie^ 
p(Qfcba$e . ririoney ^ew .by iyea?^ at yon» 
leisure -^^ if yoii can trnjst, tl|at I WiU noa 

tbrow yon . into' jail for it." '^ f t . 

I The warmth df ii^red's thanks in pbr-^ 
limilar showed Mr. Gvcs&aaiji t^at hie 

m 

had not been inietaken abont Miss Lei-^ 
eester. .' ' 

^^ I wish I bad/thoogfat/ or rather f 
wififa I had spoken of 'll]ki4 soenefr/* ad^ed 
lAr.iGfeafaam^. '^ipfriiaps^^I might havtf 
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had the pleasure of seeing jon married 
before my lea^mig Engliand^ bat — no— it 
IS: best B8 it is -— I migbt have hurried 
things -^— and in these matters evtry body 
likes rtogo their own pace, and tbeir owtv 
way. — Sa fare ye well ~ God. bless y^fd 
hoth^aad give yon good wives, I can ask 
aotbing better for yoixfroin Heaven/' 

jKo man could be' more c&posed 
Alfrod folt himseif at 'diis instant>to agrees 
with Mr. Greshaim, and to marry imine^ 
diflieljF-- Visiona of beoifty and happiness 
ioited hefefe hia imaginattoii, bat a soU«» 
iMtof: knodsihgiat the door of his chate<» 
beta. BseaMed fain^ to the sense of^thesad 
neoesssty ,of finishing some law* pap^^' 
instekid^ of going. into: the\ctxmtry> to^ 
see his fiuF'flMsirenW4--^Httprofesskioal* 
dntf absolutely reqni»d his renmiuing ia 
Town tile wfaois of this term -^ Ludy <Jane 
Granville's .bodness in^ particular* de-* 
peuded npoo him — He gave bis mind to 
% —, She lititle knew iiow i difiicQk \i was 
$9 him 9k. thi» time,: to fix bis attention 7 
or ihoivr much 4e6iper it reqinred i^ 
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tihe$6 circam stances, to bear with htt 

impatience. The week before her 

cause was expected td come to trid, her 
Ladyship^'S' law^fe^r was at if s height «^ 
AUred avoided her pveseiiee^ and did her 
business* --^ 

\ The day arid ved «-^ her canse. dune on 
«^' Alfred*^ exertibna proired enccessfol *-<^ 
twl hot frMi the courts he brcmght ^e 
firrt».'joyftil newa-*-—^ A decreed m het^ 
fiwrorr!.v •. - . ' / . - . / • 1 - 
< Lftdy Jane started np^ dasped her 
blinds^ «** eral^'aced Alfjaed, ^-teffabreteei 
Carolsoe •'^iretnmed fthank^ to Heaven 
dgain and again^ . in . hroken Bm 
tried^ to ^presa her gradtnde to Aifad *-^ 
A flood of* tears came to her relief. . '^ Ok 
Alired^ what pkarareyonr gmenms hfeavt 
Hiust^ feel ! ? r 

' 'Yes ^^ all the lahor^ ail the Teixations oi 
his first professional life were . repaid «t 
this instant. * A barrister > most: endnre 
dull labor and. freqnent tdisappointments ^ 
bnt'<th^e< are delicious aomentis, rwlien 
the fediings of henevQknce and sympdthy^ 



:-* I »^ •!- 
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J9ar8 laf 'toil and iii8a|q;iDml«eitt. 
ilt.wuiM idifficnk to .tdl wfaethw Li^jr 
Jwite, vfco had reg^inod . lier fortujoiey of 
AMrid^ bj-y^luxm k baulliefin rapovejoei^ 
vas the most joyful. — CasoUo^ wb^l" 
ijqnpatfaiaed wr& ' 4be pleasure felt b; 
h&tb, was, perhaps, aa .happ^ ra^ either. - 
' VxhmlAas day, fnaoai tiiU hcmr> Ladjr 
Jabels beahb. viqM^ reeowr^d, apd^ as» 
Erasinns observed, her lawyer had at IfMii 
pMveB :|ieifbe$t phy»iQiaii.-«^fIa]^y for 
hoQthers, tbaVpiay thiis wUhi^§xiLqtk^'0 
hands. -*-^ Happier .foar tkmt^ wlw plu;^ 
^hns :igito eadi cvtfaferV h^rt^ 
• -CaisoUne, »ben dbe samr Lady' Ja«o 
ateloredtohenstrea^^ a«d ui.McdltaA 
spkife, poqniiiig t» take possession of % 
-handsome hoase in Cavendish ^wri^i 
ttKHight ibo niig^ iioir he spared 4a. jk- 
turn to'her orara family, ^r-* Bat ILiady J^94 
would nol part with.hek; she insisted 
i^pon kwpiifg her the ttmaiiid^r <tf tb^ 
wsntfir, pramiHog to carry ;ber bafik tcft 
^heHjUs in a few weeks; «*-• It was pliuo^ 
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ijbat liefasing this request wonld teAew the 

ire of Ladf Jaae, sod rancbr irr^oiiGtU 

able tbe /qoanrrel >habiiree» lier Itadjs^Kp 

and)tke 'Fdrey iamily. CaroUiie &lt ex^ 

tneRieIjmitwilIing;to,dliend one whom she 

1iad*oU%ed^ -Und bneivho Teally showed 

mich aifxielf for ber huppiness. 

' ^^Ikjmvi^ ny dear Xady Jane," aaid 

'^e^ sitiilhigi/^ lliat if I «hiqr with jw^ 

700 win fomar a Inindred kind aohemes 

for my establishment; hnt foi^iye'mt 

'mbf^fH lAiAVjim^ ifaot.itisin.tbe^obdbi* 

lity that they will none of them becaeoMBiip 

iij^bed^ ihht i. ioomeht to acoepti ybur 

Ladyship's invitation."-'- • - ' > 

': ^ Pervdfse ! |imvok{ag, jamildnoonipre- 

^eniible^^^bnilsiiMie yottisobd^nt to^^laiy, 

my dsary * I . will ^ "wboA t^parnd iwkb typtr 

^naoflvts.^^'I^iiiiil let^ew sastfos pllilttso- 

^phically^tniintieWj^fak^asfn^ rfle 

#ati6fii!d^ l'wilL^]ieivisnmxm«attQnse tpkaHtt' 

'lierMeraty :m\ T^BtkinfAwm ^nmidfy 4ior 

.iRTtii^ 'OODvict/ jaa*x£ljaaammbsncf.:^ 

-dUtigtagrme now-^^ISie be|ng 'Onirittafl 

fe£inodii$8tfitiGjr.3 Imoiw » : what 7011 jgad- 
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pie, who pique yourselves upcm^ beitig 
rational, ai^ so afraid of. — Now we every" 
dijty^jmpley who make no pretensions to 
be reasonable, have no cbaxaeter for con- 
sistency to support,' yon cannot couk 
ccive what delightful Kberty we enjoy. — " 
In lieu of whole tomes of casnistry, the 
ftimple phrase^ ' IVe changed my' mind,* 
does our business.-^ Do let nie hear, if 
you could prevaif upon yourself to say 
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Fve chained my 'mind/* said Caro- 
use playfully. 

. ^^ Tfaat'4 . candid — now I love as well 
as admire you."—' 

*^ To be ^itirely candid then,*' said 

«■ 

Caroline, . ^^ I must^ my dear Lady Jane, 
if you will give me kave^ tell you more*** 

^^ As much, as you please,*' said Lady 
Jane, ^^ for I am naitiirally curious, par* 
ticularly when young ladies blush." -^ ^ 

Caroline thought, that however Lady 
Jane and she might dilfer on some points, 
her Ladyship's anxiety tp promote her 
happiness ib the way she thought mbiA 
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udKMitageoos deserved not. only her gra- 

titode^ bat her confidence. -*- Besides^ it 

Would be the most effectual way^ she 

hoped^ of preventing Lady Jane from 

foming any schemes for her establish- 

mental to confess at ohee> that she really 

believed it was not likely she should meet 

with any person, whose charade and 

merits were equal to those of Count Al* 

tenberg, ahd any one inferior to him she 

was determined never toimarry. — *-*- She 

added a few words as delicately as she 

could upon the dread she felt of being 

presented in society as a young lady wish* 

ing for an establishment. 

Lady Jane heard all she said upon this 
subject with much attention^ -^but when 
3he had finished^ her Ladyship said to 
herself. 

*^ Nonsense ! — Every young lady thinks 
one lover perfect till she has seen ano- 
ther* — Before Caroline has passed a month 
in fashionable society, provided she has 
a fashionable admirer, we shall bear no 
more of this Count Alten Wg*" -^ 
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. : '' W^U; my detr/V^siail iske,< bddiiig 
^at her faaod to CaftHine^ -^r-: '^ I wUl'ghrc 
ycm mjr wovd) I wiU^ t» tkd. best of my 
iihii)ty> cimiply lff^ilfciaU.7jaai|r con4itkins« 
--^ Ycm fibail inot he adwhised: ms 1& young 
lady ia search .of a imaJbaiid^rr^iivt just ai 
if you were a mmiod ^iraaaan,' you mil 
give tne Itaxre to mtrodaoe/^yac^iiaiiit* 
anceto you, and if tbey sbooklvfiiid mt^ 
^ if in (time ydu abouM f]bd> oo^ that 
^u -afeH^ust :Hian9ed) .youikAbiT) I ^shaJl 
iiot be to bkme.'' i. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, . 



B EWOID iMAf Jane GrativfHe reinstated 
in lier fiitttiwe, t^ccopytng a ftne lK)ase, 
$a U fiurfriocribTiB Squate; with stiitable 
^4iipage afid cstabK$hnrent J carriages 
milmg- to~ het; tickets crowding her 
^^atifs hUndB ;. nnhtfLnXj^ctk affluence of 
friends, tAmA ^ftgratuktions snch as qnke 
asftttii^iod €{ki^ne. -^ 

^^ l^VhfcW itei-e <he3e people all the time 
I ihred *» Cfewge« Stiwt ?*' thought she. 

Lady Jane, though she knew horn ejc* 
]M(4diiM %b6 "CJfiiptStiess tMid insincerity of 
sQohi^ciiDMtstmtions of.tejgard;, was, ne* 
tr^Ktbeless^ haMtesfiy pleased by thiem^ 
«iid {)M«d to %e in a situation, where 
mfltfbl^s 4btolld it ^oreh while to pay her 
at«dMli»M. tier Lady&hip, notwith* 
stMMliiig ^er fofiiies, was tiot like a mere 

VOL. III. R 
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fashionable friend^ forgetful of favors^ 
and incapable of gratitude. Warm in 
her aflection to Caroline^ she was eager 
to do every thing that could cootribnte to 

her plec^tire and adirantage. p^ The 

dressing, the producing her yonng friend 
was her prime object. 

The pretensions of individuals are of- 
ten crnelly . mortified, when they come 
to encounter the vast competition of a 
capital city. As King Jamcus said to the 
country gentleman at court, — "The lit- 
tle vessels; that made a figure on^ the la|ie^ 
appear insignificant; on the . oc^aa ! " 

Caroline had neither the .pretensions of 
ji provincial wit, nor of a "country beau- 
ty; happily for her she hajd P9< fon6i&d 
high expectations of pleasur^^ Uny hope 
of producing effect^ or evea /smrn^mny 
upon her first appiearance in the fashion* 
able world. As she said in her letters to 
herfriehds at home, nothing, could, be 
more dull, or tiresome, thai) the first ex- 
perience of a young lady's intradufition 
into life; nothing as she: assured : Ros»- 
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niond^ could be less like the reality/ than 
the delightixil represe^tatioiis in novels^ 
where every day produces neiir sceiies^ 
oew adveRtores, and new characters* 
*^ She was ashamed,'' as she said^ ^' to 
^write such stupid letters from London; 
but unless she were to have recourse to 
iBTentioD) she literally had not any thing 
-entertaiiithg to tell« She would, if Rosa- 
mond was in despair, invent a few con- 
quests, and, like great historians, put' in 
soni^ fine speeches supposed to have be^n 
spoken by celebrated characters." 

In reality, Caroline's beauty had not 
passed so completely unobserved as her 
modesty and inexperience - imagined. 
She did hot know tlie sign& of the times. 
— On her first enti-auce into a public 
room, eyes turned upon her, the eyes 
of mothers with apprehension, -^ of 
dtoghters, with envy. — 'Some gentle- 
men, looked with adnkiration, others, with 
cariosity. 
' ^^ A new face ] — Who is she? " 

*^ A relation of Lady Jane tJranvilleV 

R 2 
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^ Wbttt kas she ?" 

^^ I don't kaovr -^ nothings I Ibelkve*"^. 

^^ Notktogy iSBitatnly*-**- a daughter q£ 
^bt Frrey^ wIm iosfc Iks fisrtwie.'^iH^ 
' AU'ttpprBheMkms omakd on tiis^tt 
of the ladicB ^ and genJtvatt^ ali adiirifa>> 
tiDB on the part of the gentlefaieiu^^+tO^^. 
rs glasses taroKl Itnether waf^^^^i^ sne^ 
oeedStag to ea^ji a £iMr okaiiitaUy dn^' 
posed, added^ , > - 

'^Alil poor tfaisigl nhproeid^ for 
• . . . . What a pity !** 

" Do you dunce to oighl ?'' 

t^ Dofes oor ^adyille colne Mat T' 

Some gen^^an, an ^fastniat admMqr 
of faeanty, perhaps, asked the honoi* of 
hw hand-H-te d«Bas«-^Biit th^ tiie 
abstraction gcnena^y ead^*-^A'le«t, m« 
deed, went fiirther^ abd -wmott thc^t 9ba 
tv^ a fine gki, prefibesied that she 
would take^ 'C^nd .dedbared tkey vonki 4ft 
d -^ d if tfaey mMiid hot tlnnk i^ &or, df 
they could affoixi it. — > 

From tfadter prdpfaeeie^ or. tlnar oaths 
nothing en^iwd, arid ktea tiiuc civilities 
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mA O0mfiim9nttk she feceived fmm Lady 
hkW*$ particular friands wd acq.Qiiiat- 
shfkCQ^ tbtm^b la a more polke atyle, were 
ecfd^Uy uomeftDiDg aad ^Bpr^ductive* 
'T^;n days |^a$se4 wkhoiit t^avihg a trace 
, beiiirod. 

tJaluckily for Caroluie, bej? brother 
Alfred was about thi& time obliged ta 
leave town. He was aatiunoiiedH;p ih^ 
eouii^ by Mr. Leicester. Df. l^ercy 
^as ao coDtimidLy empleyed^ lbal» sb« 
coiild scarcely ha^e -^a few iiuniite& iti . a 
week of Us coBBspdajy worn tlnat L«dy 
Jane's health, no longer teqiiued.biapro*^ 
hmoMl attdfiidamce^ Cauraliae^ who badf 
always betott uaed to domestk society and 
itoimrsatidn^ was. thus, (impelled to live 
€MBp)etely ia pvblie, wijbhoiil; the plea««- 
MotA d hooiej and witfaaul the amnse^ 
Hunt yoofig people generally . enjoy in 
cottofany, when tbey ai^s with tiiosB of 
their own age, to whom tbey can cou-i^ 
BMiiiieate their tboagh ta. Lady J ace Gran* 
ville was so nuoefa afraid ofCaroUoe's not 
appearing fashionable^ that she continor 
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ally cautioned her against expressing Iier 
natural feelings at the sight of any thing 
new and surprising, or at the perception' 
of the tiresome or ridiculous. —f-^ Her 
Ladyship would never permit her prot^^ 
g€e to ask the name of any person in 
public places, or at private parties — be- 
cause not to know eertain people ^^ ar- 
gues yourself unknown '* 

" I'll tell you who every body is, when 
we go home "* — When she was at home. 
Lady Jane was generally too much tired to 
explain or to comprehend the description 
of these nisimeless bodies./ And even, 
when her Ladyship was able to satisfy ^ 
her curiosity, Caroline ivas apt to nMt 
take afterwards the titles an4 histories of 
the personages, and by the misooniers 
of which she was guilty provoked Lady 
Jane past endurance <— Whether it was 
from want of. natural genituf in the scho-^ 
lar, or interest in the study, or from, the 
teacher's thus unphilosophically »epanu> 
ing the name and the idea, it is certain, 
that Caroline made but slow progress in 
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tfcquiring her fa^htonablb nomenclature. 
— * She ifa$ nearly in despair at her own 
want of memory^ wben^ fortunately,- a 
hew instmctress feU in her way, who was 
delighted with Aer' %norance, and de- 
sired* nothing better than to tell her who 
was who-j— kv every private paity and 
public phice> let point out the ridiculous 
or notoTi6tt9> and at the moment the 
figtkpes were passing, whether they heard 
or not, to relate anecdotes characteristic 
and illustrative. — This new, entertaining 
preceptress was Lady Frances Arling-^ 
ton^ Her Ladyship having cpiarrelled 
with Miss Georgiana Falconer, hated to 
go out with Mrs. Falconer, hated still 
more to stay at home with the old ta- 
pestry>*workittg Duchess her aunt, and 
was delighted to have Lady Jane Gran- 
ville to take her every where — She cared 
little what any person thought of herself, 
much less what they thought of Caro- 
Kite — therefore free from all the delicacies 
wad' ui»eties of Lady Jane*s friendship 
and systems-*-Lady France^, though from 
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dijSmJ^t )^KScus«$9 comuig 4o l|ie miii« 

that $^11 she ba4 te^ d# w^ t^ W9»ftae h(Hr*< 
setfin t9WQ.-<-«<--*^ Caroline .Wto the vAMk 
convenient ecuppaint^H ^ go 0nl i^iHt^ 
for she never craved h«F Ii^id^hifi ^ibouit 
partners :9r a4n)ii'<rs;, n^ver vi^ ^vith iMe 
fbr adinixation, m wseeii|^4 t^nMd h^ 
j^irtdtwtis, bnt i^ietl]^ sujf^]^ ^ tt) 
draw otf aU tlie faf^ionable i^aiifc^ w^om 
iMAy J^^e &ta^uui€4'tq!Kan:dat]; r^ 
I;a4f Fraiic^ Arlington talkr or daoe^i 
to fai^ hea/tV contml;, ^nd "w^i sadBHed «f* 
ten td^ sit still a^b^j^il^, Tbcffafiety 
<yf words 7 and ide^ iatte finsAveomrka^ 
whidi hdi lively wd ; practised €ow^^ 
nion poured into i>er isuidv Car^ilinif 
was hfit tor class fox hers^f^^ to gencfrala^^ 
and to make hej; own. cpnclnsje93-*«^^^ 
Now sbe had xnenns of arnusenei^ ; she 
took pkasni^ in- observing all ik^t was 
going oni / and she koiBW» someth^ 
of the characters amd motives^ a£ tber ao- 
Um ia sncb differemt sceiassa As a Bp^ir 
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tator, she was p&rticalarly struck by 
the eugdrncas of all the players^ at their 
different games of love^ interest^ or ami* 
bitiou. And in various sets of company, 
she was diverted by observing how each 

thon^t themselves the whole world 

Here a. party of young ladies and gentle- 
men^pmetisiogy morningDnoon, and night, 
cotillon steps for their fuoi/rttfe*-— And 
while they ane dancing the quadrille^ 
jockey gentlBmen ranged against the 
wall in tlie belWooQi, talking, of their 
horses -^-^ grave wigs, and snufi^boxes in 
a comer settling the fate of Europe, 
proving that they w>ere, are, or ought to 
be behind'^ scenes. At the card-tafal0s* 
sharpened iices seeing nothing in the 
universe but their ciirds* ; , 

At the piarbp, a set of signoiv aud sig* 
BDiTas, jlnd ladies of quality^ mingled . to^ 
gether fioll of dnets^ soloes, overtures, ear 
vatinas, expression, exfpution, and tfao* 
rongh;baS8*«-nioAer6in agonies, daughters 
pressed jor pressing forward ; some young 
and trembling with shaqi4 ; inpft, diough 

r5 
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yaung,yet confident of applause; other?, ^ 
and these the saddest amoi^ the gay^ 
Teteran female exhibitors, tired to death^ 
yet forced to continue the ubfrtdtfuL g^6-t 
ries. . ' 

In one grand party, silence and stateV 
in another gronp, rival matrons chasing 
round the room* the heir presumptive to^ 
a dukedom, or wedging their daughfers^ 
closer and closer to that door^way, throng 
which LordWilliam ^ miistpass < . 

Here a poet acting enthusiasm .with a 

chapeau bras- there another- dying of 

ennui. to admiratiour-— -here a wit cut- 
ting and slashing right or ivrong ■ 
there a man of. judgment stan^bbog' by, 
silent as tlie grave — ' all for notoriety « 

Whilst' others of high rank, birth, q9 
wealth, witkout effort or merit, secure 
of distinction, looked dow4i with aobegi 
eohtetnpt upon the poor stmgglers and 
irringfer* for &n^. 

Canoiine had as: yet seen but few of 
the literary candidates for celebrity; 
ox}ly those privileged few, who, combining 
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the pretensioDS of rank and talent^ had a 

• . • » 

natural right to be in<. ciertain circles, or 
tbo^ wbo> uniting' siiperior address, had 
risen or forced their way into fine com- 
pany—Added to these were two or three, 
ti^bo'were invited* to parties as being the 
wonder and show of the season — '~ Per- 
sons whom the pride* of rank found it 
gratilying to have at* command, and who 
anbrded to them a most happy relief from 
the dullness of their habitual eidstence. 
Caroline/ tbough* pkying the exhibitors, 
whenevier she met any of this description, 
had great curiosity to see more of lite- 
rary' sacietyv> But Lady Jaike syste 
matically bung back on this point^ and 
evaded her promises. 
' *^ Yes/ my dear, I did promise to take 
you^ to l^dy Angelica Headingbam's, 
and Lady Spilsbury's^ but there's time 
enotigh^^ — not yet ... * . not till I have' 
estaibHsbed! you in a higher society . . . • . 
Not fbr^your advantage to get amoilg the* 
l^iieo«tocking8'«<— the blufe rubs off — ^ahd 
the Jeast shiside mighirivinyou with . • .. . 
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sboiild introduce . ypu to tlmt set with: 
IfUasure • • « foiv they ^ateilbif) raa vafttly, 
and it i^ a great pmatiao to nie dib 
wioter-~A lf>«g fest — But evefi ibis ab- 
rtineBCd from wit I ean endare for yivte 
aake^ my dear CaroHne-^-^yoti are my firotr 
objfct»-— ^Jf you would tak« fbiB iai 
Gsprit line deddddly» -^ Taleiila y^M luaye^ 
bat l»ot coc^age s«fEeient*~ Avd etea if 
you b«id> yon ar« scarce old €»<kugh-^ 
Witb your beauty aod grae^ . • . yoti 
have a betller cbaDce m tk^ cifoi^ yxnsi afa 
iu^ my dear*'' 

But Lady Frances Arlington^ wb^ 
ibtnigbt onljr of b^r ow^n ftiatice of 
amusement^ seconded Cirolkiie'^ wifth to^ 
see tbe literary *t— •- Nothiug couM be 
more stujHdy ber Ladyibip amd^ tbaA 
ruutang rotmd alwi^s ib tbe same ciiv* 
de — for ber part^ sbe lo^j^odto see eleirar 
odd p.eopte> — Atid theit^; beir iitBib*' 
dud)e$e would» uot let bte gq^ to. Lady: 
l^[nkbury*s> yet Ladyf^aao^ trae sim^ 
tbat, liitb Lady JaUe Graaiifl& f<»r I^ 
cbaperon^ sbe could get a passport for 



PATRONAIME. 8?B 

]Laidy AQgdSca is a sort of conait^ I can^ 
idi jKia bow toiHAytkMs remdvod^ b«t 
jH^t a«. many 9» wUl serve mypr^^eiit pniy 
pose — A coimexion quite near ea^gb to 
pro^ve bef fhsbioliabl^ mind tespiedtable^ 
and all tbat*-*-} — ^ So; oif 4Mr I^tidjii Ja<ii^ 
• 111 ask. lei&i^y* conqJuded .^Lady 
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Frances^ ^^ and we will go nejrt Cdii^etrsa^ 

. . N0 — *L^ Jwe .w$Ki;$na»/to wbst she 
b^)l^Vf4 to be £(K? Caroli«$> int^r9sr> md 
^he.tefiu^to take Cafolii^<^ Intq that s^ty 
^a^: tt^ijefpre d^cliwd tbflb^npr <>f cfaa«- 
p^FOaiag b4r Jta4y$bif i0 ii^4y Atigelica 
Headiogbum^, -, ;1 

" Ob, inji^Mf Lad^j^teiQ^l yoQ c^ldn't^ 
you woiild^'^ <be $^ cxvud ? Wbeil I am, 
dying witb impatience to see itty coo^ 
luakebei^sielf: ri4k:lkf on^b. l^^ I hetir stht does 
more a^d m^re dt)^^ da()f'w.ii(b4faat Ba«» 
ron Wilhelinbelcg-^llViUbehiibergi I swi^ 
not Alt^Abffrgrr-'^-*^ Miss Cardme Percy 
awd not bavertenwi ber hmd 9m quiddy* 
Lady Aiig!sUiBa*» .tuafU w tL^G^rvukn, 'aci4 
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yours was. a Pole, [or Pnwsian, was. noi 
he ? — *- Do jon know the ugliest man I 
ever saw in lay Hle^ and the handsoineal^ 
were both Poles, — but they fire aU- welt, 
bred*"— — -• - - • 

, ^^ But afaoQt Lady Angelica's German 
Baron," iiltdmipted Lady Jane. • - 

" Yes, what sort of a permnis her" 
said Careliile/ 

^' As nnlike your Coant Altenberg a» 
possible — An oddish Tooking ^nins^*-^ 
oldish too — h'ke oiieV idea nP an* al^hy-^ 
mist, or a prbfessor, or a cotijnror — l&e 
any things rathei^ than a- man of fashion 
-^ boty nevenhetess^ since he hieis. got4nl<o 
fashion, the ladies have all* found dutj 
that he is- very- IH^ a Roraaii'^£mperor 
■'■ And so he is*-?* Kke^iijf head on^an 
old' €Oin/*^ — ' 

' ^^'Biit'faow' comeS' ttikire ' to Bi 'sneh a 
value set^on tbis^head?' — How came he 
iftto fashion ? '- said Lady ;lahe. 

*' Is^-it possible, yon .don'4 kodw ! — *- 
Oh! it was when yoa were- out -of* tbe^ 
^orJd he fir^t made th& great n^i^j^^^-^ 
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by dreamiog-yes, dreaming-dreaming 
bioiselfy and making every body else 
^eam as be pleases; be sported last 
season a new theory of dreaming — joins 
practice to theory too — Very extraordn 
nai*y — interprets all your' dreams to yonr 

satisfaction they aay — and quite 

pii philosophical principles, can make yon 
dream wbateyer be pleases. — •Trtte— upon 
my :veracity.'' 

** Did your Ladyship ever fry his 
skill ?"' said Lady Jane. . ' 

" Not I ; for the Duchess would not 
beaaR of him^ **- hntj I long the more to 
know what he could make me dieam. ■■" 
He' certainly i% very clever, for he was 
asked last winter every where. ^-^ All tbe 
world ran mad— Lady SpiUbnry, and my 
wise cousin, I understand^ came to pull- 
ing wigs for him.— Angelica con- 
quered at last ; yon know Aiigeliea was 
always a little bit of !a coqnet . ^ . • not a 
Uttk hit neither. — At first, to be sorey 
she thought no more of love for the 
German Bniperor^ than I do . this mi- 
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HQte'^-^Bnt he knew haw to coquet aIs<H 
..... Who \iroul^ have t^bd«ight it?^ 
So thete were notes^ and verses, and 
dreams^ and interpretatiims^ and I ean't 
teU you wbat-^Btit^ 6o fur, the inaDt is hq 
charlaitaD ; he has' made Lf^dy Angeliea 
dreqia the very dreiam he cho6&«^the 
tlnng^Bt t»o imaginably/**-" tihat «he js hi 
love with him. •^'^ And the interpretation 
is^ that she will take him ^ for better |br 



worse*' " 
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That is your own intel-pretatioH, li 
not it^ Lady Frances r.** smd Caixiline. 

"' Is it possible there is .any trut^ iQ 
itf" said Lady Jane. 

** Att trueT^positiv^y-^I Wan-^And 
of all tktngSi, I shonld like to see Lady 
Angelica and tl|f& Bnr4n^ fkee to face- 
ts A tigte-^^-or profik by )irofi)e^ in the 
true Roxna^ Emperor and Empress siyh 
.... medait stykw" 

*^ So shoold- ly I confess^** «aid Lady 
Jane, ttbiSing. 

^ Tile best, or ^ wor^ <if it ia^" 
contiimbd Lady Frinoes^ *^ thai^ afder 
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better th^n aa i^^ventw^r ; for I k^Ha^d 
a Uttlo bird sing^ Uiat a certain stmDa^sa- 

db WUbfiimbeiig ^iartuil^ i6llpd it dMfiMt M 
]H*we; bi^ aixtean i]Aarfe€^it>ga« Bat nofir, 
^pon bD;t|i jTQUr honors^, promise iii«^ 
ye)|i'ii Hevef sQc^Dtio^ this --^ Never gi«a 
tb& least coofide^tisUi b^t of jt t^ mf^p^ 
li^Qt|ai»i or €liiU4i because it niigl)i:|^^ 
vomi, sfioii all o^ ^p^Mrt» ai^4 nevec 

^* iVbw your Ladyship m mttr s«ig4o|*j> I 

' *^ Kevec 4siote «fi;iou|i^*^nief(er ^ ^erioQ^ 
ill t»)r Hi^H^nd, I asiaim j^po;*' ^i^d LMr 
Ftrimcesa speaking v^fjt eMrotfstl^ m4 
fimAmd% ^ If yoi* gi¥«^ the lea^t; biftti, I 
will »av«t |!Eur|^ve )i(m whild I live**- 
£w I bwve 4^0% my faaart cm doing the earir 
caivre.''' 

• ^^ ImporaUiIe 1 tbat^ £ar tfta ftiere 
plettswa of drMTiiig; a 4^£NrlcaMir^ ]^a 



^» PATRONAGE. 

woald let yoor own :eott9in expose herself 
.wilF> anf advedturer,** said Caroline. 

^^ Lat ' Lady^ Afigeliea is only my 
tonsin a hundred' rerafoves: I can't help' 
her being ridienlecM^^Evi^ body, I dam 
say^ has ridictiloas cousins'-^ and laughs 
one i&nst. — nif one was fbrtiid to langh zt- 
one's relatives, it wonid be sad indeed for 

those whohave^xtensive connexions. ^ 

Well, Lady Jane, I am glad to see that 
^ou don't piqQe yonr^elf oii being too 
good to I^dgh. — So I may d^end Qtk 
you. — One party for Lady-AngelicaV is 
fixed for Mobday.** . 

No — — LadyJan^ bad, it is^ certain^ 
tome cariosity and some deske to lai^gh 
%i her neighbor^^s expense. So far, ]Lady 
Frances bad, wHh •addi'^ss, touched her 
foible for h^ purpose ; biot tady Jane's 
aflfection for Caroline .sti^i^gfhened «her 
against the temptation ^ She was per- 
suaded, that it would be a disadvantage 
to Caroline to go- to ' this ccmvefsazione.. 
— .She would not upon any^ account faai^ 



I • * 
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Miss Percy 'be seen m the blue-stocking" 
set at present— she haxl her reasons. — Tcr 
this resolution her Ladyship adhered, 
though Lady Frances Arlington, perti- 
naciom to accomplish any purpose she' 
took into her fancy, returned moriiingf 
after morning to the charge.' — Soine^^ 
times she would come with intelligence 
from her fetdier and carrier of news, as 

r 

she called him, Captain Nuttall. — ^One 
(ky, with a very dejected countenance^ 
her Ladyship came in, saying — ' ' *' 

*Mt*s.0#~ It?s all off— NuttaH thinks 
it will nev^r be a match .*^- . *. f> 

The next, day, in high spirits^ she 
brought word — . ^ * 

. ^* It's on — It's on again -^ Nttttalt 
thinks it will certainly be a matcb, — and 
Angelica is more delightiblly ridieidocis 
than ever! Now, my d^r Lady Jane, 
Tuesday?— next week? — the week af- 
terwards ? In short, my dearest Lady 
Jane, once for all, will you- ctyer.Mke me 
to her conversazione ? *' 

^' Never, — my dear Lady Frances^ 
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« • ' • ■ 

^1 Missi Canolii^ Percy is njvrifd"-^ 
said Lady Jan^ •— - ^* I haw- my owu 
rtasoiis/* 

'^ Then I wi^h Miss Caf(»line Pefqf 
wa9 to be luarrjed to n^ovrow -r- 1 tow 
iDy owii rea^0Q4* B«tf aftf i: ltU> ^U HH» 
U tbev^ auy tUe Ie«§t ^hnnc^.^ Mi^ 
Percy's h«mg omrruMi ? ** . , 

^' Kot the least d»aiice/'. s^ Car* 

'' TM 1^ beir awa WOt/' 8A}^ Wt$ 

one comfort/' crifi4 l*4y Friiw«^ i . " If 
r^ not flwrri^ 'tis notmy fepHi hnt 
my papa's, wbo^ to make tm fl4ltfti ^^$ 
}fify, tfm oi4y a poou /5x>0Qi, f^ni<>n, 
Whai%shame.!t^r^4mg)»Mr«r ft>f iota$^ 
^». ,th^ gr^wto«0 da ! X Fi$h it bad 

f4«^^d tie&v^i^ to t^y^ ivlad^ flfie the 
diHightW' €^* an IXHti^t Hi^rch^Qt^ who 
B#v^r rtj«Ai of this iwiititieence*^ theft, 
wUh. «i|y fji}iit, 0y }3kiiM^ 1 m%bt 
have chosen the first spendthrift Lord in 
the landy 0rn|ay hi^ 1 slight b»ve been 
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bles^ with tin oflfer from tbat psifagon 
of perfection, Lord Wilfeifti. — ^*— Do yod 
k»ow ivhot ttiftde fahn such a patngoii of 
perfection ? — His elder brether's fa:llifl^ 
6kk, and being like to die. Now, if the 
brother -shtwild recover, axfieu to my Lord 
WtfHafm's perfect iorrw."-— ' 

'^ Not in the opinion of kll,'" 'said 
Lfi^ty J^iie, ^ Loi-d ^WBlfeiti Was a 
fa^iTBrite of taitie, and T saw his 'merit 
long ago, atid shall see it, wketherhi* 
ddey brotfter dies or recofvef s.'^ 

" At all events," continued Lady 
^ftncfea, '^^ ImH^l be apravagon, youx^ill 
see, (m\y till he is tnarricd, and then, — ^ 

» 

' How. $hgll I your true' U)v« kppw . 
From any other man ? * -; 

^ By ; t&ne by, ttie Mhet* dtty^ Lord 
'Willi^roi, in %irig froto A^ t*ate of 
luafmKis, in Ms fWgbt . . • . (be alwtiys 
kri^ks like a IHgMetyeiA birt^, poor crea- 
ture !)»... took teftige between you two 
ladieft. Seriously, Lady Jatie, tlo yo\x 
know, I think you manage vasffly wtfl 



389 PATRONAGE^ 

for your prot^g^ You are ttot $o 

hroad'^s Mrs. Falconet.*" 

" Broad I Ibeg your Ladyships par* 
don for repeating your word/' cried Lady 
Jane, — looking quite angry^ and feeling 
too angry to parry, as she usually did; 

with wit *^ I really don t understand 

your Ladyship/' 

. ^^ Then I must wish your Ladyship a 
good morning, fbr'IVe no time or talents 
for ejxplanation/' said Lady Fr;inces, 
running ofl^ delighted to hare produced a 
sensation. 

« Lady Jane rang for her carriage^ and 
made no observations on what had 
passed. But in the evening she de- 
clared, that she would not take Lady 
Frances Arlington out with her any 
more, that her Ladyship's spirits were 
too much for her, — " Besides," my dear 
Caroline^ *' when she h with you, I 
never hear you speak a' word, you leave 
it entirely to her Ladyship, -r-r Aftei* all; 
9be is, if you observe, a' perfectly selfish 
creature." . 



Lady Jane, recol kcted varifms iastances 
of this selfishness* '; , 

*^ She merely makes a tool of me—- 
^y carriage, my servants^ my tiiiie; my- 
self, always to be at her service, whenever 
the ^unt-duchess cannot, or will not, do 
her Ladyship'sr behests. — For ihe^ slight- 
est errand she coald devise^ she woold 
send me to the antipodes ; bid me fetch 
her a tooth-pick from the farthest inch 
of the city. Well ! I. could ' pafdoU 
all the trouble she ^ves for her fancies, 
if she would take any trouble for others 
in return. — ^^No-— Ask her to do the least 
thing for you, .... and, she tells you, 
she'd be very glad . « . . but she does 
not know how — r— or, she would dq, 
it this minute — -but that she has not 
time — — or, she would have remem-' 
Ijiered it certainly, but that she forgot 

it." 

Caroline admitted, that Lady Frapc^s 
was 1;houghtle$s;and giddy, but sheJ)oped 
not incurably selfish, as Lady Jane now 
seemed to suppose. 
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** PtitAtm mei ihe Is ittetiVaMy sel- 
fish — Her cbildishness ttooB Hie unease 
bef ibr B great while ; I foaeied sihe was 
1^0 giMy^ ti^t 'die OGBld not Tetoietnber 
miy thmg ; but I find sbie^eter forgets 
any tMi^g, on whic^h she hlas 'Mt l^r own 
fdoli^^h head. — Giddy ! 1 tJan't beav 
^l^eople, who aire toa giddy to think df any 
%ody but fheniselvea.'* 

Caroline endeaptnored to iexemse her 

t I • 5, I V • • 

Ladyship^ by saying, that, by ^11 astr- 
<»tmts, she had befen educated tn a way 

that totrst make he*- sieHfeh . " !do^ 

Ifjse^, and/spdih, I thint ycni toM meshe 

was,?**" '• 

*'Tnie, very likely; let hfer ttwrtherj 
err bet grandn^otfaer^ settle l!hat accotmt 
>-? atn^ not to blame, and t *tHit ntfi saf-* 
fi» «^ 5t. -*-*^ Yitwi know, if W6 eritei^ 
Skt your lather Into the.qoestSoti t5f edu- 
cation^ we might go back to Adam and 
Ew^ and ftid nobody to ■ Mattte *ut 
tfltom'*^^ fri the ttrean time, 1 wffl Heft 
tabe Lhdy l^faAces Ai?higttm '6tit with 

w 

me any more ; on this paitot I Hta deter- 



i;nmed.-^For, si^ppose I forgave hw ad* 
fishnes9 and childishness, and all that^ 
whysbautd I be subject to her imperti- 
nence? — She i)a3 been suffered to say 
M^hatever comes iato her head;, and to 
4hinH it wit* ) i Now> as far as I am con- 
cerned, I will teach her better/* 

Can^ine^ wbo sJ^waye saw the best 
l^ide of chftrfiQter^> ^id something in 
favor of Lady ^Frances, and pleaded her 
freedqm from art ^nd dissimulation.-^ 

^' My dear. Curoline:^ she is not half 
so free from dissimulation^ as yqu we 
from envy 'and jef^losiBy.f^ha is always 
in your way, and you never see it, — ^I 
can't bi^ur to hear yon defead her, when 
I know she would ^nd does sacrifice you> 
f(t any time and all times, to her ^wa 
amusement. But she riMll not iMsand ift 
your li^tr-^for you are a generous^ un* 
suspicioas creatare.^^JLady Frances shaB 
never go out with .me again»*^4iiid I have 
just thought of iiti ^celient way of set> 
|;ling Ihat majbter^*^!'!! change my coach 

VOL. IIL s 
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for a vis-a^vis^ which will carry only 
two/' 

This Lady Jane, quick and decided, 
immediately accomplished ; she adhered 
to her resolution, and never did take 
Lady Frances Arlington out with her 
more. 

Returning from the party this evening 
— a party where they met Lord William, 
who had sat beside Caroline at supper. 
Lady Jane began to reproach her with 
having been utiuiftuany' rei^rved' and 
silent. ' . ^ . 

Caroline satd she was not cdn^cious 
of this. •' . • 

" I hope Iftid tru^t, I am hot too broad,'* 
continued Lady Jane, with a very proud 
and proper loofc^— " but I own, I think 
there is as much indelicacy in a young 
lady's hanging back too much, as in 
her coming too forward. — ^And gentle- 
men are apt to oviefrrate^ their conse- 
quence aS' much, if they -find you are 

afraid to .^pesk io them, as if you 

t 
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were to talk, • • • . like Miss Falconer 
herself. -* 

Caroline assented fully to the truth of 
this, remark; assured Lady Jane, that 
i^e had not intentionally hung back, or 
been reserved ; that she had no affecta* 
tion of this sort. — In a word, she pro- 
mised to exert herself more in conversa- 
tion, since lady Jane desired it. 
, ** I do wish it," my dear — ** You 
don't get on— *-tliere's .no getting you on. — 
You certainly do not talk enough to gen- 
tlemen when: they sit beside you. — It 
will be observed." 

" Then, Ma'am, I hope it will be 
observed too," said Caroline, smiling, 
'< that the gentlemen do not talk to 



me. 



€€ 



No matter — ^you should find some- 
thing to say to them — ^you have plenty 
of gold» but no ready change about you. 
— ^Now, as Lord Chesterfiisld tells us» 
you know, that will never do." 

Caroline was perfectly sensible of thid 

S2 
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— she knevr she wa» deficient ih the sort 
of conversation of the moment, requisite 
for 6ne company aiful public places.— 

^< But wlM^ t havid n^tliiiig to^say^ 
is not it better fdr me 66 say nothings 
Ma'am ?" 

" No, my deiip — Half the world are 
in that predicament ; but would it mend 
our condition to reduce oUr parties to 
quaker's silent meeting^ ? — My dear, you 
must condescend to talk without saying 
any thing— And you muse blear to he» 
and say the same words a hundred times 
over — and another thing, my dear Car6« 
line, I wish you would cure yourself of 
lOdking fatigued.-"— You will never be 
thought agreeable, unless you can en«* 
dure, without showing that you are tired, 
the most stupid people extant 1-*^ 

Garbline smiled, dnd said, she recol- 
lected her father's teliing her, " that the 
Prince de Iligiie, the most agreeable 
manofhisday^ decleired, that his secret 
depeiid^ not oii his Wit' or tglente' For 
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conversation^ but on his power of con- 
cealing the ennui he felt in stupid com- 
pany/' 

*• Well, my dear, / tell you so, as 
well as the Prince de Ligne, and let me 
see that you profit by it to morrow." 

The next night they went to a large 
party, at a very fine lady's. — ^It was dull, 
but Caroline did her best to look happy, 
and exerted herself to talk to please Lady 
Jane, who, from her card-table, from 
time to lime. Looked at her, nodded, 
and smiled. — ^Wben they got into their 
carriage. Lady Jane,, before she had 
well drawn up. the glass, began to praise 
her for her performance this evening. — 
** Really, my dear, you got on very well 
to night« — lAod I hear Miss Caroline 
Percy is . very agreeable. — And, shill I 
tell ycMi : who told me so? — No; that 

would make you too vain. But I'll 

leave you to sleep upon what has been 
said — to morrow you shall hear more." 

The next tnoruing, Caroline had stolen 
away from' visitors, and quietly in her 

S3 
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own room was endeavoring to pTOi^eefl 
in bet oopy of the ttiitiiatttre for Mi^. 
Greshaoi) when Lady Jane came.toto 
her apartment^ with a letter tfnd it's cover 
ifi bsn band*--^-'^*' A lett^r^ in which 
yoo> Caroline,. aVe deeply concerned/' 

A sudden hope darted across G^roline'a 
imagination^, and illuminated her. coun^ 
tenance. As suddenly it vanished,, when 
she saw on tihe cover of the letter^ no. 
foreign post tpark^ no foreign baitd-^hut 
a band unknown to her. 

*^ Ueeply concerned !-— *ow can I . . . 
tiow . . .how am I . * . ; concerned in, 
this, M^'am ?""— she aidteck^with di$. 
culty ctimmanding h^r voice; to articu<- 
late the wopds. 

*^ Only a proposal lor ydi», my d*ar," 
said Lady J^e, smiHn^f-rr-** Ndt $( pro? 
poml for which you need bhieb-i^aa. 
you'll see-r-if you'll rfea d ^ . ' * 

But observing that Cardihe wt\B ^not 
at this moment capable of neadtng,-^ 
without seeming to notice the tremor of; 
her band — ^and that she watf hddingf the 
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letter u^ide doM^n before her eyes. Lady 
Jaae^ with land politeness pa^sed oi> to 
the picture, at which her young friend 
had ,baen at work, and stooping to tx^ 
amine the miniature with her glass, made 
some observations on the paintitigf, and 
gave Caroline time to recover .<— Nor did 
her Ladyship look up till Caroiine ex-' 
claimed, 

'^ John Clay !— English Qay f~'^ 

" Yes— Clay, of Clay-Hall, af? Mrs. 
Falconer would say.— -You see, my loVe, 
i told youi truly, it was no bluslhing 
matter. — I am sorry I startled ywi hf 
my abruptness^"-r.4$2£r/iris^^ ure g@n€fra)ly 
ill-judged'-'^lid. always ilUbred^^^Acquit 
me, I beseech you, of ail but thought* 
lessness,'/-H5atd Lady Janea sitting down 
by Caroline, and kindly taking her hand 
_«< I hope ^xxu. know I am not Mh»; 
Falconer." 

<' Ido^. indeed," said 'Caroline,, press* 
mg her hand, '^ I feel all your kiiiduess, 
aU your politeness. " ^ 

f^ Of Qottroe^^ ][^ k«6w ikski a proposal; 
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from Clay, of Clay-Hall, would be to 
you * . • just what it is to ine,'' said 
Lady Jane. — " I hope you cannot appre- 
hend that, for the sake of his seven or ten 
thousand, whatever he has per annum, I 
should press such a match upon you. 
Caroling. — ^No, no, you are worth some- 
thing much better/' 

" Thank you, my dear Lady Jane,** 
cried Caroline, embracing her with warm 
gratitude. 

"Why, child, you could not think 
me so . . 4 . merely mercenary. — ^No- 
touch me upon family — or fashion . . • 
any of my aristocratic prejudices, as your 
father calls them, and I might, perhaps, 
be a little peremptory. — But John Clay 
is a man just risen from the ranks . . • 
lately promoted from being a manufac- 
tufer's^ ^ £(0n, to be a subaltern in good 
company . . . looking to rise another step 
by purchase . . .• No, no — a Percy could 
not accept such an offer, no loss of for- 
tune could justify sufch a mhaUiance.-^ 
Such was my first feeling, and I am sure 
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youFs, when you read at the bottoih eif 
this awkwardly folded epistle^ ' Your 
Ladyship's most devoted^ &c. John 

day/ " : 

''^ I believe I had no feeling, but pure 
surprise/* said Caroline. — " I scarcdy 
think Mr. Clay can be in earnest — ^for, 
to the best of my reGoUection, he never 
spoke five words to me in his life !" — 

" English Clay, my dear. — ^Has not 
he said every thing in one word? — ^I 
should have been a little surprised, but 
that I have been seeing this good while 
the dessotis des wr*<^^.— Don't flatted 
yourself, that love for you offers Clay- 
Hall — No ; but hatred to Mrs. and Miss 
Falconer.— -There have been quarrels 
upon quarrels, and poor Lady Trant in 
the middle of them, unablie to get out 
—and John Clay swearing he is not to 
be taken in — and Miss Falooner buffet- 
ing Lady Trant with the willow he left 
on her brows— -^nd Mrs. Falconer smiling 
through the whole, and keeping the se- 
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cretj which every body knows. — In 
s/t^orty my dear, 'tis not wo»rth e^plainmg 
to you-r-but. John Clay certaihly hopes 
to ootnplete the mortification of the Fal- 
(^oners, by giving himself to ypu. — Be- 
sides, you are in fashion. — Tbo much 
has been said about him — I'm tired of 
him. — Write your answer, my dear— or 
Tm to write, am I ? — • — ^ Well, give me 
some gilt^p^per — ^let us do the thing pro- 
perly/' Properly the. thing was done — 
The letter frfded, not awkwardly, was 
scaled and sent, Caroline delighted with 
Lady Jane, and Lady Jane delighted 
with, herself. 

" So there's an end of that matter,^' 
said Lady Jane. *^ I saw how, it would 
be long ago s but I wfts glad you saw no- 
thing of it, lest you should. not have let 
it come to a declaration .--^A refusal 
is always creditable ; therefore, I own, I 
should have been mortified, if the season 
had passed without your having one pro- 
posal. — But now you have nothing to 
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be ashamed of— you've killed your n^an 
•^and I hope and trust I shall live to see 
you kill another. " 

Caroline laughed, but said she wai$ 
glad Lady Jane was not one of those, 
who count refusals as so many proofs of 
a young lady's merit; for her own part, 
she acknowledged she was inclined to 
think, that they were sometimes proofs 
rather of coquetry and duplicity. 
• Lady Jane Iiesitated, and said she dtd 
not . see • this — she could not agree to 

— » 

this.— « 

The conversation went ota, till het 
Ladyship and Caroline cametoacom* 
plete opposition of opinion on a princi- 
ple, which, though it was only stated in 
general,- and in the abstract, her Lady- 
ship defended with an urgency, and Ca* 
Toline resisted with a steadiness, which 
are seldom shown about any merely 
speculative point, unless there is some 
secret apprehension of their being soon 
reduced to practice. . 

Lady Jane asserted, that a woman 
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should always let an attachment coniie to 
^ decliMTation, before she permits a qian 
to see her mind^ even though determined 
upon a refusal/' 

Caroline thought this would be ifsU^g 
the man ill. 

Lady Jane maintained, that it virould 
be using him much worse, to refuse him 
before he asked. 

** But without refusings" Caroline said^ 
that <' a gentleman might be led to per>- 
peive when ba wasL not likely to be ac« 
cepted, and thus would be saved the 
pain and humiliation of a rejected pro- 
posal." 

«^ It was not a youo^ lady's first busi* 

, ness to think of that^-nher first duty was 
to do what was right and proper for her- 
self — Lady J^e said. 

^' Certainly s hut the very question is^ 
what is right and proper??' 
. " To give a distinct answer vrfien a 
distinct question is asked, neither more 
nor less," said Lady Jane. '^ CaroUne^ 
on these sutyects you must trust to one 
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who knows the world, to tell you the 
opinion of the world, A woman is safe, 
and cannot be blamed by friend or foe, 
if she adhere to , the plain rule * Stay till 
you are asked.* Till a gentleman thinks 
proper, in form, to declare his attach^- 
ment, nothing can , be more indelicate 
than for a lady to see it/' 

^^ Or, in some cases, more disinge- 
nuous, more cruel, than to pretend to he 
blind to \tr 

** Cruel ! — Cruel is a word of the last 
century, or the century before the last. 
-—Cruelty is jiever heard of now, my dear 
—Gentlemen's hearts don't break in 
these our days — Or suppose an odd 
heart should break ; if the lady is treat- 
ing it according to rule, she is not to 

blame. Why did not the proud tongue 

speak ? Whatever happens she is ac- 
quitted by the world." 

" And by her own conscience ? Surely 
not if she deceive, and injure by decep.-* 
tion." 

Hady Jane warmly repeated^ that *' she 

VOL. Ill, T 
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knew the worid • . . that at her time df 
life she ought to know the world, and 
that she was certain any line of con- 
duct but that which she had pointed 
out> would expose a woman to the 
charge of indelicacjr, and, perhaps, of 
impertinence." 

These were heavy charges, Caroline 
tdt, but she thought, that, when not' de- 
served, they could be borne better than 
self-reproaches for the want of candor 
and truth. -" ' ' 

Lady Jane observed, that, in the ca- 
talogue of female virtues, delicacy limst 
have the foremost place. 

Caroline made a disttnttion between 
real delicacy and punctilio. 

Lady Jane was inclined to eali It a 
distinction without a difiTerence.-^^he, 
however, more prudently said, that 
punctilio was necessary as the guard £>f 
female ddicacy. 

Undoubtedly. But the greater Vir- 
tue should not be sacrificed to the 
less ■ T ruth and sincerity, Caro- 



